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1. Classicism, Bomanticism and Realism. 

NoTHiNo is less final than the classification of an autiiox 
BB a. classicist, a romanticist or a realist; for every writer, 
ancient, mediaeval, Benaissance or modem, has classical, 
romantic and realistic strains in his life and works. The 
classical Horace had romantic' and realistic elements;' the 
realist Zola had classical' and romantic' qualities. Yet 
Horace is predominantly classical, and Zola is preeminently 
realistic. 

To define classicism, romanticism and realism in gen- 
eral is as difBeult as to apply the terms in any comprehen- 
sive sense when defined. If we say, for example, titat clas- 
sicism is the embodiment of Qreece and Kome in later liter- 
atures, we state a half-truth ; for much of the influence of 
Greece and Home is romantic and realistic. Plato's effect 
on later ages, for instance, and Euripides', have been chiefiy 
romantic, Juvenal 'a realistic. 

Nevertheless, for the purposes of a study like the 
present, we should attempt definitioua of the three tennsr— 
albeit with classical brevity. 

Classicism, then, means limitation of subject, adher- 
ence to establi^ed form, order, reason, restraint, simplicity, 
clarity, soberness and good sense. The literatures of 



■His dsaeription of Prlapas and the witcbes, "Satires." 

ata. (Sae Volt»ire'» ■ 'Osadide,' ■ Pt. I, Oh. XXV.) 
■ HU itrle otMn hai elualcal clarity. 
• A, tandene; to ■eBaalianallipt. 
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Greece, Rome, and France are predominantly, but by no 
means solely, dasacal. 

Romanticism involves impatience with limitation, role, 
order, reason, soberness, and restraint and shows a prefer- 
ence for strangeness, emotion, imagination, fancy, intui- 
tion, mysticism, individualism, passion, and sentimentalism, 
Nature, hmnanitarianiBm, impulse, revolution, liberty and 
even license. The literatures of England and Germany 
are more innately romantic than classical. 

BeaUsm supports the evidence of the senses and records 
facts that have been observed and verified. It marks the 
supplanting of classical authority and romantic imagina- 
tion by Science. To the realist the individual is neither 
constrained by precept nor freed by positing his own world, 
but is the product of his inheritance and environment. 
Realism and naturalism flourished in France, Russia, Ger- 
many and to a lesser degree in England, during the second 
half of the nineteenth century. In the nineties, however, 
it was opposed by Symbolism, or Modem Romanticism, with 
its theories of impressionism and mysticism. The current 
free-verse movement, though romantic in form, is often 
realistic in subject and content. 

2. Classicism, BoTnanticism and BeaUsm in Oreek atid 
Latin Liierature. 

Greek Literature, and Roman Literature, ita close fol- 
lower in this respect, was a literature of types. Tradition 
set the type for epic, for lyric, for philosophy, for oratory, 
for bucolic poetry. "You that write," says Horace in Ms 
Art of Poetry, "either follow tradition or invent such 
things as are congruous in themselves.' . . . Turn over the 
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Greek models by night, turn tliem by day."* Later he 
adds, "To have good sense is the first principle and foun- 
tain of writing well.'" 

Witii the type fixed/ and good sense as their acknowl- 
edged or unexpressed principle of writing, the ancients 
usually observed the other rules which we call classical. 
Proportion, reason, clarity, soberness and reistraint charac- 
terize their work. Yet to say that the Greeks and Bomana 
were always reasonable, always sober, always restrained is 
to misrepresent them. The philosophers and historians 
were not always reasonable, the dramatists and Pindar and 
the Latin language were not always simple, Enripides was 
not always sober, nor Cicero restrained. 

Romanticism, in fact, is present in all its forms in Greek 
and Latin. There is fancy in Homer, imagination in Lu- 
cretius, mdancholy, emotion, sentiment and sentimentality 
in Euripides ; love of liberty in Socrates and Demosthenes 
and feeling as well as thought in Yii^. 

And who will deny that there is realism in Homer, Vir- 
gil, Plato, Aristotle, the tragedians, Uie comedians, the his- 
torians, philosophers, lyric poets, bucolic poets and antholo- 
gists t Not the developed realism, to be sure, of modem 
science, bnt the realism, at least, of certain facts observed 
and carefully recorded. As for Petronins and Alciphnm, 
they are almoet modem in their realism. 

3. Classicism, Rotnanticism and BecUism in the Middle 
Ages, the Benaissance and Modern Times. 
In the Middle Ages the classical spirit was ascertained 
not ^sentially through Sophocles, Plato and Horace, but 

•U. 298-9. <L SOS. 

»B. K. H«ck: "Tte Doctrina of Literary Fornu," ("B»rv»rd BtadUa in 

Olusleal FhUalagr>" vol. XZVn, pp. 1-66.) holds tlut onilna MDsbMii 

has been plncsd oa Types. 

[3] 
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through Aristotle, Virgil, Ovid, the youi^r Pliny, Boe- 
thius, the Tale of Troy and the Legend of Alexander. In the 
dcnater schoolB the Greek alphabet was occasionally learned ; 
in Ireland and Southern Italy G-reek authors were read; 
while the study of Latin literature among scholars, and in 
monasteries generally, waa fairly extensive ; induding, for 
example, Terence, Cicero, Livy, Horace, Juvenal and Per- 
siua. Bede, Scotus Erigena, G«rbert, Eabanos Maums, 
John of Salisbury and Roger Bacon were good classical 
scholars. Something of Plato was known, through a Latin 
version of part of the Timaeus. But the predominant note 
of the period was romantic. Even the Classics appealed 
romantically. Ovid was a story-teller, Virgil a magician 
and sage, Lucan and Statins were supreme epic poets. Yet 
the distinctive literary form was none of these, but the ex- 
travagantly romantic epic of chivalry. Meantime the seeds 
of modem realism were sown. With the rise of the towns 
realistic fabliaux, farces, mysteries, and moralities appeared. 

At the Renaissance the classical revival, already well 
under way in Italy through Petrarch, Boccaccio and visit- 
ing scholars from Byzantiiun, burst forth in splendor; yet 
the Amadis of Gaul continued the romantic movement and 
Babelais the realistic. 

In the classical seventeenth and eighteenth centuries 
Aristotle, Horace, and Quintilian served as teachers of role, 
order and propriety. In the nineteenth an almost Renais- 
sance revival of scholarship occurred, but one tempered 
with a finer critical sense ; with a surer understanding of 
ancient life and literature ; with a concern with spirit as 
much as letter. Meantime the end of the eighteenth cen- 
tury and much of the nineteenth witnessed the beginnings 
and the triumph of romanticism, — the freedom of the in- 
dividual and a corresponding freedom in art. Democrat^, 

[4] 
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moreover, contdnued to be reflected in part daring the 
classical centuries, until, in the nineteenth, realitan, espec- 
ially in France, grew till it flowered in Balzac, Zola, Tolstoy, 
Hardy, and many others, — ^in Qeorge Moore and Hubert 
Crat^anthorpe, among them. 

4. ClassKtsm, Romanticism and Reidism in English 
Literature. 

In its literary and religious movements England has 
been ahead of and behind the continent in point of time. 
Both Benaissance and Beformation were anticipated in a 
genera] way by Chaucer and Wydiffe ; yet the Bevival of 
Learning, and the Benaissance proper in the Age of Eliza- 
beth followed the Italian Benaissance at some distance. 
Again, while the age of classicism in France was essentially 
the seventeenth, in England it was the eighteenth. These dif- 
ferences from the continent gave England opportunity for 
that independent development that makes her literature 
peculiarly original, personal and individualistic. 

Early English Christian poetry was largely dependent 
on the Vulgate and mediaevid Latin sources. Beowulf was 
by turns romantic and realistic, and metrical nHuaiices 
were chiefly romantic. In general, Chaucer was the roman- 
ticist, Oower the classicist, Langland the realist of their age. 
Visions and lyrics were romantic; fabliaux, mysteries, and 
moralities were realistic. Spenser and Shakespeare were 
romantic; Jonson classical and realistic. The Elizabethan 
drama was lately romantic ; even Seneca's influence, except 
in point of form, was such. The seventeenth century was 
clearly transitional. The romantic and the classical were 
balanced in Milton. In Donne the realistic predominated 
over the other two tendencies. Meantime in Dryden and 
the Restoration Comedy tiie approach to the "classical" 
[6] 
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became ever cloeer. Then the Augustan age entered in state 
under Pope and Addison and Johnson. Its proee was truly 
classical; its poetry was often pseudo-classical; yet the 
work of Collins and Gray atniek a mean. Finally, realism 
was continued in a marked manner in the poetry of Crabbe 
and the prose of the noveliste Fielding and Smollett. 

In the nineteenth century romantjcism and realism 
predmninated : they are at the basis of the English genius; 
but classicism, in its old form of the Latin influence, and in 
its new form of tiie Greek, has had its large function ; a 
function which it is the purpose of the present essay to 
summarize and estimate. 
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The Romantic Revolt 

As a, boy Coleridge was an inspired Grecian;* as a 
man he turned more and more towards \he Gothic,^' losing 
himself finally in German romantic methaphysics. Tet his 
The Friend, Table Talk, Lectures on Shakespeare, Lectures 
on Literature, and Biographia Literaria are filled with clas- 
sical matters and show a remarkable range of interest in 
mediaeval as well as ancient writings. In his Anima Poetae 
he tells of a plan to make a catalogue of Greek aiid Latin 
authors, modern as well as classical. His poetry is roman- 
tic, with only rare classical references. — ^Wordsworth began 
as a romanticist of Nature and Human Nature and grew 
towards classicism," less inspired by Plato,^' Sappho, 
Aleaeus and Simonides" however, than by Virgil and 
Horace.'* Ovid gave him a genuine feeling for mythol- 
ogy." He was interested, too, in the classical archaeology 
of England," Scotland," France," and Italy," — ^William 
Godwin and his circle shared the eighteenth century's ad- 

:«■ Lamb: "Chriat'n Hospital TblrtT-STe Yean Affo," 
ilarea on Sbskespesre." etc., II and XIY. 

J. W. Tapper: "The Qrovth of the OlsMical in Wordiworth'a 

Poetry." ("Bewanee ReTiBW," vol. XXIII, pp. B5-107, Jan. 1B15.) 

■ See lila preface to "I Heard, (Alaal) 'Twae Onl^r in a Dream" and to 

hia "Ode on Intimations of tmmortalit;." 
Yet BSe "Upoa the Same OccasiDO." ("September, 1S19") tor reterencea 

to theae tliree Greek l^ie poeta. 
"Memorials ol a Tonr in Italy," I; and "Liberty." 

■ Fretace to bie "Ode to Lfcorii." 

'Sonnet n (18S6), "Bomaa Antiqnitlei Diieorered at B ishop atone. Eere- 
fordahire/' also note to "Tbe Bitot Dnddon." XVII, "Retnrn." 
"Yarrow Koyiaited, and Other Poems." XXVI. "The Broach." 
"Uemorials of a Tour on the OontiDent." XXXtV. 
"Uemoriala of a Tour in Italy." 
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miration of the Romans as models of virtue and liberty," — 
Shelley early adopted the rationalism, socialism and 
atheism of Godwin," but later turned to the Greeks, as- 
similating with avidity for his purposes the Plato" of the 
Ion and the Symposium, the tragedians, Bion and Moscbus, 
and, in a lesser degree, other ancients, nLediaevalists and 
modems, but showing especial genius in his use of mythol- 
ogy." — Thomas Love Peacock satirized the Romantic group 
in a scries of novelettes ; was influential in turning Shelley 
from Qodwinism to Greek;" and counted among his own 
favorite writers Aristophanes, Lucian, Apuleius, Nonnus 
and Tacitus." But his Maid Marian and The Misfortunes 
of Elphin are romantic. — Eeats valued Latin chiefly as a 
key to mediaeval lore ;" Greek he did not know ; mythology 
be used with lavish band, drawing it from LempriSre'e 
Dictionary, Tooke'a Pantheon, Spence's Polymetis" and 
English poetry. A Hellenistic poet, not a Hellenist, bis 
"Greek Spirit" is too Alexandrian for Landor,*' who saya 
Keats' style is "extremely far removed from the bound- 
aries of Greece." A growing sense of form in his poetry, 
however, is pointed out by William Vaughn Moody." — Bv- 
Ton professed an admiration for Pope" and therefore for 
Horace's Ars Poetica and Aristotle's Poetics; cared noth- 
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* "A Biitory of English Literature," pp. 2S6-7. 

* Letter to John Morray. Sept. IS, IBIT. 
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ing for Plato;" and had his fling at clasucal writers geu- 
enilj in Don Juan. He early mourned the departed glor- 
ies of antjquity in CkUde Harold, and his last three months 
were spent at Missolonghi, serving the Greeks. — Southey is 
more admired to-day for his character than for eminence 
as a writOT or scholar. He knew Greek and Latin after a 
fashion, hat iised them little : instead he mastered Portn- 
gnese and Spanish. Bnt one classical author he kept con- 
stantly hy him; namely, the Stoic Epictetns." 
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Major Prose Writers, Exclusive of the Novelists 

Chapman's Odyssey was the basis of Lamb's Adven- 
tures of Ulysses;" and a desire to read Milton entire, even 
to hia Latin, turned him again to that tongue." He ad- 
mired and translat«d in part the Latin poems of Vincent 
Bourne. He received mueh benefit from C. A. Elton's 
Specimens of the Classic Poets, ■ — expressing himself as 
e^ecially pleased with Heaiod." — HazUtt wrote On Clas- 
sical Education, in The Round Table, No. 2, holding that 
the Classics are not primarily important because they 
strengthen the intellect, bat because they soften and refine 
the taste. He himself knew Latin and French, but not 
Greek." — De Quincey owed some of the eloquence of his 
impassioned prose to Cicero." He wrote many essays on 
classical subjects. He divided human intellectnal energy 
into two hemispheres, Greek and Christian." In his Brief 
Appraisal of the Greek Literature in Its Foremost Preten- 
sions, however, he held that Greek literature is overrated j 
that one can get most of it in translation or a substitute for 
it in Shakespeare and Milton. — ^Landor took his stand on 
Rome and looked backward to Greece and forward to mod- 
em times through the Middle Ages and the Renaissance. 
By means of verse and prose dialc^ues and letters of much 
restraint and beauty he made each of these ages live again. 

8«e Ml "Pretue;" alio his "Lettarg." 

Letter to OoleridKe, Oct. 33, ISOS. 

Letter to O. A. SIton, Aug. 12. 1831. 

"Dictionary of NetioDiI Biocrftphr." 

Uaekall: "A Hiitory of IiRtin Literatare," p. Tl. 

"Letten to • Tonnr Uan Wlioee Edacatioo Hai Been Neglected," m. 
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As a scholar he was fond of minutiae: as a critic he de- 
livered independent judgments unfavorable to Plato and 
favorable to Qreek and Roman lyric and elegy, to Homer, 
Aristotle, and Epicurus, Virgil, Horace, and others.*' — 
Macaulay's classical reading is one of the phenomena of the 
century ; the more so because his Lays of Ancient Rome, his 
letters, and his early contributions to Knight's Magazine, 
namely his Scenes from Athenia/n Revels and Fragments of a 
Roman Tale, ■. — alone attest that amazing knowledge ; if we 
except, of course, the occasional classical references in his 
speeches and essays." — Carlyle wrote appreciatively of 
Greek and Latin in his History of Literature and embodied 
the spirit of Homer and the Greek tragedians in his French 
Revolution." — Newman's master of style was Cicero, and 
his favorite ancient philosopher was Plato. His CaUista 
is laid in Alexandria. He was a modem Alexandrian him- 
self, showing, like the Alexandrians, distinct strains of Hel- 
lenism, Judaism and Christianity.'* — Matthew Arnold 
preached Cnlture to the Victorian age and pointed out the 
proportionate claims of the Hellenic, Hebraic and Celtic 
spirits.** He was saturated with Homer." Hia Essays in 
Criticism, First Series, contains a paper on Marcus Anreli- 



Wm. Ohlilett,, Jr.: "W»ltOT SftT&se L.ndor ind Hi> Kelation I 


the 0U»- 


ITniieriity, May, IBISJ 


Stanford 




QeoTge otto TrerelTin : "Life and Letteri of Lord Macaula; ; " 
NoEei 0( Lord Macaulay." Wm. OhiBlelt, Jr: "MftCBUlay 


' 'Martin at 


a OtaB.kM 


BeadiiiB" ("OlBisical Jonnial," XI, 142-150.) 






of the In- 


finenee o( Homer and the Greet Tragedians" ("OlaMieal 


Joamal". 


ToL e, pp. 118-138.) 




•■D. H. B." 




See aipeclally hia "Ooltnre and Anirohy," 




■■The Strayed Refeller" anS "P.lliidiuni;'^ Prol. MUo Q 


ir Sirena." 




"BorrowmgB and Adiptationg from the 'niad' and 'OdysaB 


,■ ^ Kt* 


ie." 190e, TOl. 7. pp. TB-8S); and Prof. W. P. ifnitard's 
Eebou in Arnold's Balder Dead" ("Studies in Honor o 


»do Stud. 


' 'Homeric 




Gildersleeye." 19-38.) 





[12] 



bv Google 



The Classical Influence in English Literature 

tis and a study of Pagan and BeUgious Sentiment, in wliidi 
lie translates the Fifteenth Idyl of Theocritus. In A Speech 
at Eton he defends the clasaics. In On the Modem Ele- 
ment in Literature (Essays in Criticism, Third Series), he 
shows in a general way the modernity of the age of Pericles 
and of Borne. His Notebooks include a lai^ number of 
Greek and Latin quotations." — Rn^in had a strong per- 
sonal bent towards mediaevalism and modernism, but a 
clear conception of the aesthetic and historical values of 
Classicism. He had a good working knowledge of Greek 
and Roman writers. In the Greeks, at their best, he saw a 
desire to act rig^htly in art and conduct: he was impatient 
with the view that Beauty was their primary aim. In Rome 
he saw order and law. For ethical values he preferred 
Hebraism and Christianity, and was never tired of pointing 
out the evolution of thin^ ancient into things modem ; of 
things pagan into things Christian.** — ^In Pat«r aestheti- 
ciffln and asceticism found embodiment in such classical 
writers as Apuleius and Plato; yet he saw a strain of the 
Platonic in Apuleius, and of the Apuleian in Plato.** He 
declared that in perfect art romanticism and classicism are 
balanced, and he pointed out both elements in ancient. Re- 
naissance and modem art." — ^Wilde renounced Buskin as 
"ethical always," defended impulse and unrestraint and 
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The index toIudb (XSXIX) of Oook and Wedderbnni'i treat Ubrair 
Edition at Buskln'e Works. 1B03-12, li indigpengable for the itndent of 
the ctaeaical or anj other eipect of BOBkin'e genina. See, for example, 
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J by Google 



The Classical Influence in English Literature 

called his ludiTidualistu, New Helleuism. He carried 
Pater's and Whistler's Art for Art's Sake theories to an 
extreme, fused the terms romaDtic and classical, and lived 
and wrote for Beauty and Pleasure unrestrained." 
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Major Viftorian Poeto 

Tennyson has been called "the English Virgil." He 
considered Homer the greatest of poets and was steeped in 
Greek lyric, Theocritus, Lucretius, Catullus, Virgil, and 
Horace. He absorbed the styles of these goets and im- 
bedded them in his own poetry. His allnaions to claasical 
history and mythology are nnmeroos. He chose among 
classieal subjects themes before but imperfectly treated, 
and gave them a modem tone." — In The Dead Pan Mrs. 
Browning celebrated the victory of Christ over the pagan 
gods. Yet as a young girl she wrote The Battle of Mara^ 
ikon in imitation of Pope. She was learned in Greek. Her 
enthusiasm for the tragedians and Plato is set forth in The 
Wine of Cyprus, Her translation of the Prometheus 
Bound is probably the best verse rendering of the tragedy 
in English. She also translated from Homer, Hesiod, Eu- 
ripides, Anacreon, Theocritus, Bion, Apuleius and Nomius. 
Pindar, Aristophanes, Sappho, and notably Lucretius, are 
praised in A Vision of Poets; also Homer, the Greek trage- 
dians, Heaiod, Theocritus and Virgil. Her interest in the 
liberation of Italy is shown in Casa Quidi Windows. — The 
perfection of classical art" did not appeal strongly to 

•« for the clauBJCal la TeaafiDD peclall; Frof. W. P. Unitard'a "Olac 

■icil £choei in Tenoi'iDn," aupplemeatfld by Prof. Ourtis O. Bnahnell'i 
;'Soms New Material Dealing vith the Olaiiical loflaecce on Teiin;)Dii," 

XXnV. See also Mlse EUiabeth H. Haight'a "Tennraon'i tjae of 
Homeric Material" ("Poet-Lore," Xlt. 511-551): Hallam TennyBon'a 
"Alfred Lord TennyaoD, a Memoir by Hia Son,'' vol. n, and T. Q. 
TnckBr'a "The foreign Debt of EnglUh Literature, " (paaaim). 
'■ Tot the clasiical In Browniiig aea Hri. Otr's "Handbook," Q. W. Oooke'a 
"Guide-Book to tho Poetio and Dnmatic Workg of Bobart Browning," 
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Browning, who was a modem and a mediaevalist. The ro- 
mantic AeBchyluH, Euripides and Aristophanes interested 
him more than the classical Sophocles ; and Ovid rather than 
Virgil. He translated the Agamemnon and the EeraJdes; 
and paraphrased the Alcestis in Balausti&n's Adventure.' 
An extraordinary knowledge of Aristophanea is displayed 
in his Aristophanes' Apology. — Eossetti received a fair das- 
sic^ education and was interested in later life in Homer, 
Vii^, the history of Rome, Gesta Romanorum and St. Au- 
gustine." Both in his poetry and painting he treated clas- 
sical subjects romantically. Christina Bosetti knew Homer, 
temperamentally, at second hand, through her brothers and 
sister and a haze of modem world-weariness. She is both 
finely Greek and exquisitely English, however, in her lyrical 
Yenus's Looking-Qlass-r—Horria included Homer and 
Hesiod among his "bibles"; called Herodotus, Plato, Aes- 
chylus, Sophocles, Aristophanes, Theocritus, Lucretius, and 
Catullus real ancient imaginative works;" enjoyed Plu- 
tarch's Lives and Holland's Pliny and rejected Milton for 
his "cold dassicalism and Puritanism."" Morris was the 

the "Letters of Robert Bi 
IiBwlon's "The Olassical 

Browning Society Piiper>"), Vida D. Sondder'a "Tha Ureek Spirit in 
Shelley and Browning," ("Boston Society Papera," 18B7). 0. 0. Biub- 
oell'a, "A Study of Browning's 'Agameninon,^ ■■ ("ProceBdlnge of tbo 
American Fhilological Association. ' ■ vol. 32, pp. iciiiicliO. Fbilip Staf- 
ford Moion's, "BaUostion'B Opinion of EnripidBS," ("Boaton BMiotT 
Papers"), Prof. B. O. Moalton'a "Balsnstion'i Adventore >b ■ Beauti- 
ful Miarepreaentstiob of the Original," ("Boaton Societ; Papera") 
and I>r. Oarl Newall Jackaoa's "Olaaalcal ElementB In Browning'* 'Arit- 

ahanea' Apology,' " ("Harrard Studies in Olasaical Philology," vol. 
)," revieWBd by Profaasor Gildersloeva in the "Amoritan Journal 
of Philology," 1910, vol. 31, pp. 487-S. 
"For the Roaaettla, see W. U. Roaiettl's "Lettera and Uemoir of Dante 

Qabriel Boasettl." 
>■ Thongh not including Virgil in theae categorlea, ha tranalated hia 
"Aeneida," in which he wae interested, according Is Uackait, in hii 
"Life of Monia," aa "the fountain-head of romanticiim in SoTopean 
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greatest story-teller of the century ; he was a mediaeval ro- 
mancer with much of the clarity and sense of the ancient 
and modem world. His classical stories, The Life and 
Death of Jason," The Earthly Paradise and Scenes from the 
Fall of Troy are clothed in mediaeval imagery. Landor dealt 
with antiquity as a classicist ; Morris as a mediaevalist ; Ten- 
nyson as a modernist. — Another modernist, though often 
called a Grecian, and though professing to follow Landor in 
all things — ^Algeron Charles Swinburne — ^went back for in- 
spiration in his early work to the later Qreek decadraice. Both 
in prose and in poetry he frequently wrote in excess. His 
mastery of classical and modem verse forms, however, was 
complete. In his later work Swinburne became a "roman- 
tic humanitarian";" a poet-laureate of Liberty, — English, 
French, Russian and Italian." Swinburne's literary gods 
were Aeschylus, Sappho ("the greatest poet that ever 
lived"},"" Pindar, Catullus, Shakespeare, Landor, Hugo 
and Mazzini. Kis demi-gods were Homer, Sophocles, Euri- 
pides, Marlowe, Jonson, Richard Burton, Blake, Coleridge, 
Shelley, the Brontes and the Rossettis. 



! H. Sybil Kermode'i "Tba Otiegical Sonreeg of HottIb'i Life and 
leBtU of J»«OB." C'PrimitiftB," The Univeriity of LiTerpool, IBU). 
B "Natiiin," Tot. ST, p. GIO. "Sea Ml Odn. 

■Sippho" C'LiTing Aee." 280, 817-18). 
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The Novelists 

Maria Edqeworth knew Italian and French, a, little 
Latin and no Qreek. In his Practical Education (in which 
his daughter bad some band) B. L. Edgeworth (eh. XIII, 
Qrammar and Classical Literature) advocated emphasis on 
translation of Latin, with only a half hour a day expended 
on Orauimar. — Seott was fond of Latin poetry;" used 
Latin phrases, especially in Tke Fortunes of Nigel and The 
Antiquary; commented on the Greek Drama in his Essay 
on the Drama, and echoed Homer, through Pope, in bis 
heroic poetry, especially in Marmion." — Jane Austen re- 
acted against the Gothic romance,*^ and wrote six realistic 
novels of the best type showing distinct traces of her 
knowledge of French. — Charlotte and Emily Bronte also 
knew French, together with a little Latin from their father. 
Emily's Wuthering Heights has been compared to Greek 
tragedy," but is lacking in restraint; a quality on the 
other hand, which characterizea most of her exceedingly 
subjective poetry. — Miss Mitford is still read for her Our 
V^age: among her dramas Biemi was successful. — ^Mrs. 
GaskeU 's books show fineness and poise, especialy her Cran- 
ford and Cousin PkiUis. — Thackeray's favorite Latin vrri- 
ter was Horace, with Virgil a close second ; he also knew and 
quoted frequently Juvenal, Ovid, Lucretius, and Christian 

•• "Dietioniry of National BiOErapbr." 

*'3. a. Shalrp: "Tha Homerie Spirit in Walter Soott." ("AipecU of 

Poetry"). 
"In "The Uyitery, an CnflniBhed Oomedi;" "Nortlianger Abbey" and 

"Some and Sensibility." 
■•May Sinclair: "The Three BrontSa." p. 251. 
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Latin." His Btyle lias Qie fineness and precision of the best 
classical prose writing of the eighteenth centmy, with a 
warmth and fiezibility of its own, more Greek than Latin, 
if anything, yet drawing almost nothing directly frcHo 
Greek. He caught the Greek spirit when he visited the 
Parthenon; he did not get it when in school, owing, he 
says, to un^rmnathetie and cruel masters." — Dickens sat- 
irized the pedantic teaching of Latin, Greek, mathematicq 
and science of his day." He had some slight knowle^e of 
Caesar, Cicero, Virgil, Horace and Livy," used a few Latin 
phrases and traveled in Italy, recording his impressions 
with discrimination, but with little enthosiasm." — Geo^e 
Eliot's scholarship was extensive." She read widely in the 
classics and criticized translations as substitutes for the 
originals." Her archaeology, Soman and Florentine, was 
conscientious and weighty; to some, uninspired." She 
wrote discriminatingly on Mythology," and used gods and 
goddesses and their trains for artistic purposes;" yet she 
never rose to Meredith's heights of mytliologic^ metaphor. 
Like Dickens she mentions Latin as an English school, or 
rather University, subject. But her attitude is difEerent; 
for whereas he labored to teach England to present Latin 
and other subjects pleasantly," she speaks bantering^y of 
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Latin (in eharacter) as an adjunct to a gentletnan, and as 
one means of affording a girl masculine understanding/* 
But on the whtde her women, unlike Mereditii's, are Ariad- 
neB, not Minervas. Among men, she draws Mr Irwine, a 
gentle Epicurean, Mr. Broc^e, a dilettante, Mr. Gasaubon, 
a pedant, and Bardo, Scala and Politiiin, Renaissance 
scholars." Tito is a subtle, faunlike, treacherous creature; 
Bomola is George Eliot's self, — Italian, English, Christian, 
Greek. — Bulwer-Lytton reacted against Byronic pose.'* In 
a classical way, he was acquainted with the chief Greek 
and Latin writers and made Pompeii live in his Last Days 
of Pompeii. In addition, he wrote Biemi, translated the 
Odea and Epodes of Horace and left unfinished a History 
of Athens and Pausanias the Sptaian, a romance. — Hia 
son, Edward Eobert Bnlwer-Lytton ("Owen Meredith") 
won fame with his LucUe, Kchard Gamett has compared 
his life to that of an Elizabethan noble's.'' His interest in 
philosophy and religion caused him to read Plato, Aristotle 
and Epictetus." His poem Marah shows a mingling of tha 
Christian and pagan spirits. — Disraeli wrote two Lucianic 
burlesques, — IsAon in Heaven and The Infernal Mtariage. 
In the former Byron is satirized as Apollo; in the latter 
English high life is ridiculed. In Tancred, ch. LII, Dis- 
raeli paints a glowing picture of Anserey, a land north of 
Antioch, to which Queen Adtarte has fled to keep alive the 
ancient worship of the gods. — In this Autobiography, An- 
thony Trollope expresses a fondness for Latin Literature. 
He became interested in Caesar and Augustus and wrote 
two articles on them in the Dublin University Magazine. 
Later he published his Commentaries of Caesar and his Life 

■•* ■■Adam Befte.'' ■"Die Uill Da the FIdm,'^ ■■The Lifted Veil/' "Romolm," 
"Felix Holt,'^ "Miadlamsrch.' ' 
' ^' '■Adam Bede," "Hiddlemarch," ■'Komola." 

".In "Pelham." 1828. Ji ■■!). h. B." 

" See hii "Letter*." 
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of Cicero. — Kingsdey gave his idea of the catises of the bar- 
barian attack on Rome in his Roman and Teuton. Among 
his poems are Andromeda and Sappho. His interest in 
Alezandrianism found expression in Alexandria and Her 
Scholars (Historical Lectures and Essays), and in his novel 
Hypatia, which deals with the conflict between Paganism 
and ChristiaDity, In all his boohs Kingsley advocated in- 
tellectual moderation and physical energy, — Charles Reade 
retained a fellowship at Magdalen College, Oxford, till hia 
death, but spent most of his time in Londcm." His The 
Cloister and the Hearth is laid in the period of the Qerman 
Renaissance and is a learned book as well as a good story : 
his other novels and sketches also show bis fondness for 
Latin. — ^Wilkie Collins' Antomna was the outcome of two 
or three years in Italy and of a boyish admiration for Bul- 
wer-Lytton." His later work was marred by melodrama; 
but his Woman in Wfttie is much read.— Stevenson was a 
realistic romanticist who appreciated Homer, caught the 
Greek spirit, praised Latin for its conciseness, knew Roman 
Law, imitated Cicero, quoted Tii^ and Horace, admired 
Martial and called Petronius "silly stuff,"" — Mrs Lynn 
Linton was the ' ' anti-sufl?ragette ' ' leader of her day ; but be- 
fore embarking upon her studies of the modem girl, she 
wrote Amymone, a Romance of the Days of Pericles, 3 vols., 
1848. — Blackmore's favorite poets were Homer, Virgil, Mil- 
ton and Matthew Arnold. In 1862 he translated the first 
and second Georgics of Virgil under the title of The Farm 
and Fruit of Old. Loma Doone (1869) led a romantic re- 
volt against the novel of manners." — Sir Walter Besant im- 
proved conditions in Bast London by writing All Sorts and 
CondUions of Men. He was at one time Professor in the 

'• "D. S. B." ■• "D. ». B." 

■■Wm. Ohlilett, Jr.: "Steieiuon and the OlaMioa" ("JouTDal of English 

and QtrnuniB Fhilolcvy." To\. XV, April, IBIH.) 
•• "D. H. B." 
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Boyal College of Mauritius. Traces of his classical read- 
ing may be detected in his novels. Among his descriptive 
books on London, the volume on Early London devotes 
Chapters I - IV to the Roman occupation.— George Gissing 
wrote a clear classical style and amused himself when not at 
work on his gloomy novels by studying Greek metres and 
in reading Classics in the British Museum. He also drew 
consolation from Marcus Aurelius." In By the Ionian Sea 
he has recorded his impressions of Soutiiem Italy. — As 
"Fiona Macleod" William Sharp was a Celtic romanticist. 
He planned a volume to be called Greek Backgrounds — 
"to deal with the ancient (recreated) and modem back- 
gromids of some of the greatest of the Greeks, ' ' according 
to Mrs. Sharp," — G«orge Meredith preached temperance 
and the mean through comedy, conformity to nature, and 
sane relations between men and women." He praised Ho- 
mer," attacked the philosophy of Horace, was interested in 
Aristophanes, and especially appreciated Menander through 
Terence." He admired the French, notably MoliSre. 
His classical metaphors are numerous and poetical.— The 
claasieal influence on Thomas Hardy is literary, archaeolo- 
gical and anthropological on the Roman aide, and literary 
and philosophical on the Greek. The Boman ruins of his 
native Dorchester, Borne hersdf, Sophocles in his submission 
to Fate, and Aeschylus in Promethean revolt against it, are 
his chief sources of ancient inspiration. — In Robert Elsmere 
Mrs. Humphrey Ward refers to Aeschylus, Cato, Ovid, 
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Virgil, Livy and Justinian." — George Moore published Pa- 
gan Poems in 1881 and HaU and Farewell: Ave, Salve, 
Vale, in 1911, 1912, and 1914. Though formerly a foUowei 
of the French naturalists he is now osually identified with 
the Celtic school. — There are references to Homer, Virgil 
and Horace in Kipling's verse," and to the Romans in Brit- 
ain in Puck o' Pook's HHi. — H. Q. Wells read Plato late in 
life and recommends the study of Greek generally." — ^Mau- 
rice Hewlett, May Sinclair and Eden Phillpott's have more 
than a touch of the pagan spirit. Phillpott's Wild Fruit — a 
volume of excellent verse — is full of it. — Among Hewlett's 
poems is Helen Redeemed. His last novel, at this writing, is 
The Little Iliad. — Sir Arthur Qmller-Couch 's enthusiasm 
for the Classics is expressed in his The Art of Writing, 191b. 
For completeness, the reader is referred tfl The Cam- 
bridge History of English Literature, vol. XII, eh. XI, and 
vol, XIII, ch. XIII, Lesser Novelists. The bibliographies to 
these chapters are lengthy but relatively unimportant for 
our purposes here. But note especially J, Henry Shorthouse 
(1834^1903) whose John Inglesant discloses its author's 
knowledge of Plato, Aristophanes, Lucretius and Terence. 



■J. Staari Walteri; "Hri. Humphrey Ward." ch. IH. 

'•Thamis E. Sidey: "Eohoea fram the OIsbbics in Kipling." 

LanjuBge Notes," vol. 24, p. 217). 

>• Vu Wrck Brooks; •'Tlui World of H. Q. Well^" 1915, p 
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Minor Writers 

KiBKE White was a romanticiat who knew his Classics ; 
he was edited by Southey and praised by Byron;*' his 
poetry celebrates Nature, Religion and the Feelings. — Mrs. 
Hemans is best known for her poems of the affections, but 
enthusiasm for Greece, ancient and modern, is shown in 
such verses as her Modem Greece and her Greek songs. — 
Praed was a good Latinist at school and college, and his 
vers de socieU shows cla^ical restraint. — Campbell made 
short translationa from Tyrtaeua, Aleman and Euripides 
and wrote a SoTig of ike Greeks. — Hood's classical poems 
are Lamia, Hero and Leander and Lycus the Centaur. — 
Sydney Smith disparaged grammar and gerund-grinding 
as the best method of acquiring knowledge of the classics. 
He advocated translations, interlinear, literal, and free, and 
criticized the classical curriculum of his day as stimulating 
imagination rather than reasoning power," — Isaac Dis- 
raeli's Curiosities of Literature includes notes on Cicero's 
Puns, Aristotle and Plato, Modern Platonism and Ancient 
and Modem SaturwUia. — Hartley Coleridge's poetry and 
prose are marked by grace, refinement, and restraint. He 
read and recommended minor as well as major classical wri- 
ters." — Beddoes read Greek and used mytholt^y with 
imaginative power ; hut his true afSnity was for Elizabeth- 
an and Senecan tragedy." — ^Prancis Jeffrey had a good tit- 

*> "Eniliih Buda and Scotch ReTieVfers," 831-48; also Letter to Dallas, 

Anj. 37, 1811. 
*■ See hie easa;* on "Profeaaional Edaestioa" and on "Hamilton's Method 

of TeacMiiK Lansoagea." ("Edinburgh Review," ISOS and ISSe, vola. 

IG and 44*. 
*• "Memolra of BoKer Aacham." •• "The Bride's Tragedy." 



J by Google 



The Classical Influence in English Literature 

erary knowledge of the classies. — Thomas Moore read <»n- 
nivorously, and his footnotes show that he was thoroughly 
familiar with the classical writers, major and minor. And 
with aE his learning he preserved deftness of touch. In 
addition to bis Odes of Anacreon, Moore translated a few 
poems trom the Greek Antholt^y, imitated Catallus and 
Martial, and paraphrased Horace. Peacock critieiaed un- 
favorably his prose romance, The Epicurean. Rhymes on 
the Road deal with modem Italy. — Nature, religion, war, 
and politics are Montgomery's subjects. He knew some- 
thing of Italian, a little Greek, and Latin. — "Christopher 
North" was an authority on the Greek Anthology and wrote 
on The Agamemnon of Aeschylus and Homer and his 
Translations in his Essays Critical and Imaginative. — 
Samuel Rogers published a long poem Italy, to supplement 
ChUde Harold. He refers to Horace and Vii^l in other 
places and translates a fragment of Euripides and a Greek 
epigram. — Lempri&re's Classical Dictionary was a favorite 
boci of Leight Hunt," whose poems include Hero and 
Leartder, four translations from Homer, two from Theocri- 
tus, two from Anacreon, two from the Anthology and one 
each from Catullus and Martial. He was not above read- 
ing translations," He was fond of Anacreon, Theocritus, 
Virgil and Ovid. His style has the good form and the 
grace of the best in classicism and romanticism. — Clougb 
revised Dryden's translation of Plutarch's Lives. He 
used Greek and Latin phrase titles and experimented in 
classical metres. — Bryan Waller Proctor's Julian the Apos- 
tate and The Rape of Proserpine show dependence on 
Gibbon and Greek tragedy, respectively. — Sydney Dobell's 
The Roman, a Dramatic Poem, is concerned with the Ital- 
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ian stru^le for liberty. — Robert Stephen Hawker lived in 
Cornwall, where he wrote much good romantic poetry. At 
Oxford he won the Newdigate prize with a poem on Pom- 
peii. — As a literary man Bagehot is perhaps best known for 
his essay Wordsworth, Tennyson and Browning; or Pure, 
Ornate and Grotesque Art in English Poetry.— la 1835 
George Borrow published Targum, a series of translations 
from thirty languages and dialects. How he learned Lilly's 
Latin Qrammar by heart in three years is set forth in the 
sixth chapter of Lavengro. — ^Arthur O'Shaughnessy's 
poetry is influenced throughout by French romanticism. — 
In The City of Dreadful Night James Thomson follows 
Heraclitus in declaring "Naught is constant on the earti 
but change." His Modem Penelope and Siren's Song show 
the influence of the Odyssey- — FitzGerald began his work 
on Omar by turning him into Latin." His Agamemnon is 
an adaptation of the original, written to "popularize a 
great play;" his Downfall and Death of King Oedipus, 
is, by his own admission, merely a paraphrase." His 
Euphranor is modeled on the Platonic dialc^uea, and his 
English boys carry on Greek talk delightfully. After 
reading his Letters, Meredith declared his taste in the 
classics quite sound, and infantile out of them. The Let- 
ters are indeed an extraordinary record of classical ap- 
preciation. — Charles Stuart Calverley translated Theocri- 
tus and portions of Homer into English, turned numeroiis 
English poems into Latin, wrote on the theory of tnuuda- 
tion and produced considerable original verse." — ^Lord 
Houghton's Memoirs contain recollections of Landor and 
other friends. His prose writing also includes a paper on 

• lEdmnnd Ooaie: "The Oomplete Work* of Edwkrd Flticerald," vol. I, 
pp. XVm.XIX. "See hi« "Letter*." 

•• See "The Oomplete Worke of C. S. OslYOTley," edited by Sir Wilier J. 
SendBll, London, Bell and Sons, IBIO. 
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The Present Social Results of Classical Education in F. W. 
FaTTar's Essays on a Liberal Education. Among his 
poems, his Memorials of Travels in Greece and Italy show 
his enthusiasm for both countriea, ancient and modem. — 
Like Landor, Bichard Jefferies saw th^ feminine element 
in the Greek genius' wiiich Fat«r resolutely excluded. 
Jefferies acquired Classics throu^ translations. In this 
way he read Diogenes Laertius, Plato, Aristotle, Athenaeus 
and Sophocles.* He was interested in Greek sculpture and 
numismatics. — In "A Thing of Beauty Is a Joy Forever" 
Eliza Cook declares "No yellow wave of Pactolus" supplies 
motive power to her humble poems. Melaia, however, is a 
romantic story laid "in the age when Arts aud Peace re- 
vived once more in mighty Greece," — ^WiUiam ALUnghom 
was advised hy Landor to learn Greek grammar before 
Latin, since the former "comprehends the latter and much 
more.'" Clou^ advised him to regard Latin as living — 
a sort of ante-Dantean Italian.* His own writing is simple, 
graceful and clear. Bona Dea is a long address, for him, 
to Earth. — Symonds won high honors at Balliol. His 
chief work is bis Bewiissance in Italy. He was 
fond of such Alexandrians as Theocritus, aud of later 
writers like Ausonius and Politian.' His Wine, Women 
and Sang is a translation of mediaeval Latin student 
songs. — Frederick Locker-Lampson wrote graceful vers de 
sooiSte. — Lord de Tahley's PhUocteies and Orestes are 
poetical dramas influenced by Swinburne's Atalanta. His 
Orpheus in Thrace was published posthumously in 1901. — 

* Sdward Tbonui: "lUehard Jeffeilea, Hli Life snil Work*." 
' "NBtors and BookB" (la "field and EedgerDw"). 

■ "LeIteTB to William AUinsham, ' ■ ed. by H. Alliugham and E. Baomar Wil- 
liama, 1911, pp. 219-30. 

• Id. p. 162. 

' "DlctlonaiT of Matloual Biograpliy." Sea alao bla "Studlei of tha Qtssk 
PoeH." 
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Coventry Patmore's Psyche Odes in his Unknown Eros 
are based on a favorite belief of his that the pagan mytiis 
contain the elements of Christian doctrine in symbol.' — 
T. E. Brown was a Manxman. His Roman Women is an 
intoxicated eulogy. In Israel and Helios he balances the 
two nations to see which ' ' went the straighter to its aim, ' ' 
but a decision is not reached. — Frederick Tennj^on's poet- 
ry is of the best type of Landorian classicism. His Isles of 
Greece is based on fragments of Sappho and Alcaeos, and 
is said to present the characters of the poets with origin- 
ality. — Grant Allen knew his Classics well' and translated 
the Attis and the Vt Flos in Septis of Catullus. His The 
Return of Aphrodite is a charming classical poem. — H. D. 
Traill shows his enthusiasm for Lucian in a study in his 
The New Fiction and Other Essays on Literary Subjects. 
Lucian, again, inspires his The New Lucian, Being a Series 
of Dialogues of the Dead. — ^Robert Buchanan's "pseudo- 
classic" poems, Undertones, were inspired by Peacock's 
verse, according to Buchanan himself, and deal with myth- 
ological themes.' Other classical poems are Old Rome and 
The New Rome. — ^Aubrey de Vere praised both Laudor 
and Keats as Grecians,' and Landor, in turn, commended 
his The Search after Proserpine, 1843. In 1850 De Vere 
published Picturesque Sketches of Greece and Turkey. 
His Vrhs RomM is a series of fifteen sonnets on modem 
Rome.'" In his literature in Its Social Aspects (Essays 
Literary and Ethical) he touched on Greek lyric poetry. — 
F. J. Bailey's Festus contains many classical references. — 
Samuel Butler wrote The Authoress of the Odyssey, deliv- 
ered a lecture on The Humour of Homer and collaborated 

' Edmund OoMe: "OoTsntry Patmore," p. 201. 
' "Dictloniry of Nationil Blofrsphy." 

• "DIctiansry of Nitional Bioscaph;." 

• "K«a»jB, Chiefly on Poetry." "* "D. N. B.," artiale "Da Vera." 
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with Henry Festing Jones in Ulysses, an Oratorio. He trav- 
eled widely in Greece and Italy, — ^William Ernest Henley 
appreciated Homer, Theocritus and Juvenal, though he 
knew little Greek or Latin. His poetry is romantic and re^- 
istic by turns: he was especially influenced by the French. 
As a critic he appreciated the several schools, pointing out 
carefully the merits and defects both of the wanantie and 
the classical. Though temperamentally a fighter, his 
poetry and prose are usually marked by finish and re- 
straint. — ^Ernest Dowson was influenced both by Latin and 
French." His favorite among the ancients was Horace, 
whose influence on his poetry is marked. One-fourth of 
his poems have Latin titles. — In his Post Liminium 
Lionel Johnson shows wide reading and fine sympathy as a 
critic. In The Classics and in his Lucretius poems he 
celebrates his favorite classical authors. His poetry is 
usually characterized by restraint rather than emotion, 
pTit his Ireland and To Morfydd are vibrant with feeling. — 
Sir Edwin Arnold encloses one small poem, At<Aanta, in 
his Lotus and Jewel, His Translations from the Greek 
Poets (in Poems, 1880), include passages from Homer, 
Hesiod, Simonides of Amorgos, Sappho, Anacreon, Me- 
somedes, Mintnermus, Theocritus, Bion and Prodns. The 
Dictionary of National Biography inelndes The Poets of 
fSreece, 1869, and the Hero and Leander of Musaeus among 
his works. — Lafeadio Heam was bom in the Ionian Islands, 
of English and Greek parentage, lived in America for a 
time and died a Japanese citizen. His work has the re- 
straint of his adopted people. — Sir Lewis Morris attempted 
in his Epic of Hades to reteE the stories of Hellenic 
mythology with certain modem allegorical significance. 

" See Arthur B;moni' memoir preAied to "The Poemi of Etnest Dowian." 
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Gycia: a Tragedy was based on GoDBtantine Porphyri^eni- 
tuB. — Francis Thompson read Blake and Aeschylns with 
ardor.** His essay Paganism Old and New holds that pagan- 
ism with tiie Christian leaven in it is alone poetical. — John 
Davidson is known especially for his Fleet Street Eclogues. 
Among his plays Scaramouch in Naxos shows classical in- 
fluence, with Ariadne, Bacchus, Silenus, satyrs and bac- 
chantes engaging in the pantomine. — Andrew Lang was 
eminent as an anthropologist and took an active part in the 
Homeric controversy. With Leaf and Myers he translated 
the Iliad, and with Butcher, the Odyssey, into prose. He 
also translated the Homeric Hymns, Theocritus, Bion and 
Moscbus. In his Letters to Dead Authors he writes to cer- 
tain of the classic shades. His Helen of Troy — "a story 
in rhyme" — he based on Homer, Quintus Smyrnaeus 
and Euripides. His Grass of Parnassus contains some 
cbarming classical poems. — Alfred Austin's A Tale of 
True Love and Other Poems, 1902, includes Poly- 
phemus and In the Forum, the latter a good "meditative" 
poem. — George Otto Trevelyan's Interludes in Verse arid 
Prose, 1905, contains An Ancieni Greek War; Horace at 
the University of Athens; The Cambridge Dionysia, a 
Classic Dream, filled with local Cambridge references; 
The Modem Eccleziazusae, or Ladies in Parliament, based 
on Aristophanes; and Anglo-Indian Lyrics, four of them 
imitations o£ Horace's Odes. — John Todhunter wrote an 
Alcestis, 1879, and a Helen in Troas, 1885.— Austin Dob- 
son is a writer of vers de societe and other light poetry of 
delicacy and charm. Horace is a prime favorite of his, and 
he translates or paraphrases him with felicity. His prose 
volumes — Eighteenth Century Vignettes and MiscellaiUes 

■■ Eversrd Meynell: "The Llt« of Ftancia Thompion," pp. SB ind 90. 
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— show his affinity with the age of Pope, — especially with 
its minor and more ronuintic personalities. — Robert 
Bridges' work has claBsical restraint. Among his poems 
and plays are Prometheiis the Firegiver, Eros and Psyche, 
The Isle of AchUles, Achilles in Scyros, The Betum of 
Ulysses, The History of Nero and The Feast of Bacchus. 
He experiments with classical metres. — ^W. H. Mallock has 
written npon" and translated passages of Lucretiiis." In 
his The New Republic he satirizes amiably a company of 
Victorian notables, including Pater, Arnold and Ruskiu. — 
Edmund Qosse is influenced by Norway, France, Germany, 
Japan, and the England of Huxley and Arnold. His Col- 
lected Poems, 1911, show very considerable classical influ- 
ence, — F. B. Money-Contts' work has compression and care- 
ful technique. He published a. Psyche, in 1911.— Gleorge Ber- 
nard Shaw has given his clever turn to classical stories 
in his Androcles and the Lion and in bis Pygmalian, 1912. 
— In Bome and Another William Watson warns England 
against pride of power. He is noted for his epigrams. His 
On Landor's Hellenics summons men from the cloying 
sweetness of modem verse to the "bland Attic skies" of 
Landor. — George Russell ('A-E')'s paganism is that of 
earth worship. — ^Kenneth Grahame is the author of Pagan 
Papers, etc., and of a sketch, The Roman Road, in The Yel~ 
low Book, vol. II. — ^Arthur Symons praises the "calm rap- 
ture" of Robert Bridges. He himself is a romanticist 
whose beautiful lyrics savor of decadence. Of interest 
dassically are his Lesbia in Old Age and his From Catul- 
lus: Chiefly Concerning Lesbia (in The Knave of Hearts). 



1 Life and Death in the Metro of OmitT Khkyun," 
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— Arthur Waugh and Hubert Crackanthorpe each con- 
tributed easays on Reticence in Literature to Volumes I 
and II, respectively, of The Yellow Book, — Richard Le 
G-allienne 's Book BUls of Narcissus has a modern touch of 
the Greek spirit. His Orestes, a Tragedy, is based on 
Aeschylus. He is thoroughly conversant with French. — 
William Butler Teats is a romanticist, and the leader of 
the Celtic movement, but in his Ideas of Good and Evil 
he writes appreciatively of Homer and of Bobert Bridges' 
The Return of Ulysses. — Stephen Phillips published Mar- 
pessa and Endymion in 1896 and 1898. Ulysses and Nero 
appeared in 1902 and 1906, — Lawrence Binyon wrote Pen- 
thesUea, 1905, and Paris and Oenone, 1906. — In CUo, a 
Muse, George Macanlay Trevelyan advocates the classical 
conception of history as an Art as opposed to the modem 
notion of her as a Science. 

(The following poets are added from Arthur Sy- 
mons' The Romantic MoKement in English Poetry.) 
William Gifford edited Ben Jonson, translated Juvenal 
and Persius and wrote The Baviad and The Maevdad 
to satirize writers of bad verse. — Oeoi^e Hookham 
Frere translated the Frogs, Acharnians, Knights, BirSs 
and portions of the Peace of Aristophanes, His Theog- 
nis Restitutus aimed at an understanding of the 
personal history of the poet from existing fragments. 
Among bis Miscellaneous Translations are renderings of 
Homer, Euripides, Empedocles, Catullus and Aesop, Other 
short translations and papers on classical subjects are con- 
tained in vol. I of his Works, Pickering, 1872. — Venus ap- 
pears in person to deify James Hogg's Russiade. — Mrs. 
Tighe was the author of Psyche, or the Legend of Love, 
based on Apuleius's story, — In addition to his rendering 
of Dante, Gary translated Pindar, and the Birds of Aris- 
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tophanes, 1824. — ^Dr. John Leyden was a remarkable lin- 
guist who wrote some imaginative poetry. — Horace Smith 
publiBhed in 1821 Anua^nthus and The Nympholept, 
poems of fancy and ^Ivan chann. — Kobert Eyres Landor 
collaborated with his brother Walter in translating the 
latter's Oehir into Latin. His Fountam of Areihusa is a 
fantastic romance peopled with dead Romans who had snr- 
vived death and remained critics of the living. — Baron 
Thurlow published an Ariadme in 1814. — James Sheridan 
Knowles wrote Gaius Gracchus, 1815, and Yirginius, 1820. 
— Henry Hart Milman wrote The Apollo Belvidere and 
translated the Agamemnon and the Bacehae, — William 
M^inn invented a ballad metre for the translation of 
Homer and turned Lucian's dial<^:aes into comedies in 
English blank verse. — Thomas Noon Talfourd wrote an Ion 
and The Athenian Captives. — John Hamilton Reynolds 
published his The Naiad in 1816. 

(The following additional poets, showing classical 
influence, are taken from Miles' The Poets and Poetry 
of the Century.) — Edwin Atberstone based his Last Days 
of Herculaneum, 1821, on the account of the eruption of 
Vesuvius given by Pliny in his letter to Tacitus. — Richard 
Henry Home issued Orion, an Epic Poem in Three Books, 
in 1843. — Among Richard Chevenix Trench's sonnets are 
two on Vesuvius as Seen From Capri. — Charles Tenn^on 
Turner composed sonnets on Orion, The Aeolian Harp eid 
Alexander The Great's Designs ai Babylon Frustrated. — 
J<din Stuart BlacMe translated Aeschylus and wrote on 
Homer and The lUad. — Thomas Gordon Hake wrote The 
Birth of Venus, in twenty-nine stanzas. — Sir Francis Hast- 
ings Dt^le was the author of The Platomst, The Epicurean 
and Gythio, a tale in verse of the lower Roman Empire. 
He published a translation of the Oedipus Bex in 1849. — 
[33] 
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A Glimpse of Italy records Alfred Domett 'b enthusiasm for 
ibaX eoontry. — Arthnr Henry Hallam's Scene at Borne 
is » dialogue in verse between Raphael and Fiametta. — 
William James Linton's short lyric The Epicurean catches 
the aocient spirit. — In Thomas Westwood's The Quest of 
the Stt7Kgre<Ul appears his The Legend of the Syren Isles, 
eombimQg Arthurian and classical legend.- — Sir Joseph 
Noel Paton's Amathea is based on an epigram of Tbeon of 
Samos. — Dora Greenwell's Demeter and Cora records a 
conversation between Demeter and Proserpine. — Thomas 
Woolner was a sculptor who wrote a Pygmalion and a 
Tiresiaa. — Mortimer Collins wrote A Greek Idyl and The 
Ivory Gate. — Richard Watson Dixon was the author of 
Ap<4lo Pythius. — Among John Nichol's works are Mare 
Mediterraneum, The Death of Themistocles and Hannibal, 
a play. — Richard Gamett wrote lo in Egypt and Iphigenia 
in Delphi. In 1869 he published Idylls and Epigrams, 
Chiefly from the Greek Anthology. — Among Thomas Ashe's 
later poems is Lost Eros. — Like Arnold, David Gray has 
verses on Empedoctes.— Herman Charles Merivale wrote 
a poem of some length on Old and New Rome. — ^Madame 
Darmesteter is author of The Crowned Sippolytus, The 
New Arcadia, An Italian Garden, and Etruscan Tombs. — 
Mrs. Ernest Radford wrote an Orpheus. — Lionel Johnson 
praised Michael Field, a pseudonym for the Misses Bradley 
and Cooper, according to Who's Who, 1915. He says the 
lyrical poems of the volume Long Ago are suggested each 
by a fragment of Sappho. CaUirhoe has charming faun 
scenes. — Alice Meynell's writing is noted for ita fine re- 
straint. 

(Additional Minor Poets from F. St. John Corbett'a 
A History of English Poetry, 1904) ,— William Sotbeby 
translated the Georgics of Virgil in 1800, and the Iliad and 
[34] 
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Odyssey in 1831-2. — Thomas Mitchell tumed Aristophanes 
into English verse and edited some of the plays of Sopho- 
cles. — John Gdmmid Beade wrote Catiline, 1839 and Italy, 
which somewhat resembles ChUde Sarcld. — The Rev. Heniy 
Alford was author of Chapters on the Oreek Poets. — The 
Bev. Oerarge Croly was author of Verse Illustrations to 
Oems from the Antique, and CatUine, a tragedy. 

The reader is also referred to The Cambridge History 
of English Literature, vo!, XII, oh. XIV, for writers on 
ancient history, and to eh, XV, for Sir John Edwin Sandys' 
account of the classical scholars and archaeologists of the 
century. See also toI. XIII, ch, VI, and Bibliography, for 
the following additional names and titles: — Arthur Gray 
Butler: The Choice of Hercules; Wathen Mack Wilis Call: 
Lyra HeUenica; George Ai^ustus Simcox: Prometheus 
Unbound; the Earl of Derby : Translations of Poems, An- 
cient and Modem; Theodore Watts-Dunton ; Flowers of 
Parnassus; Augusta Webster : Prometheus Bound, and tiie 
Medea of Euripides; Philip Stanhope Worsley : The Tem- 
ple of Janus and The lUad of Homer; and David Moir: 
The Life of Mansie Wauch, ch. 29, Conclusion. 
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Conclusion 

Classicism in a Bomantic Century. — The Oreek Spirit. — 
The Boman Spwit. 

In an otherwise valnable Toltime on Buslnn: A Study 
in Personality, 1911, Mr. A. C. Benson makes some interest- 
ing statements regarding Englisli classical education as 
applied to men of originality and genius of the last century. 
"Writers", says he, "must learn to express their thoughts 
in their own way ; and it is better to borrow thoughts tiian 
to purloin a medium. The art of literary imitation is a very 
easy one, and needs only a very second-rate gift. Small 
wonder that we Englishmen, trained on so narrow a classi- 
cal tradition, should be so prone to rank literary imitation 
high. Boys who have been taught that the best Latin verse 
and prose is the most ingenious cento of phrases, not imi- 
tated but transferred from classical writers, may be excused 
if they rank the gift of imitation above that of forcible ez- 
preasiou. I mean to discuss the style of Buskin elsewhere, 
but I hold that one of his supreme felicities was that his 
mind was not cramped by a classical education. I do not 
undervalue that education for other purposes ; it lends some 
exactness of thought and scone terseness of expression to 
practical minds. But Buskin is only one of the notable 
instances which go far to prove that llie greatest writers of 
the century — Eeats, Walter Scott, Carlyle, Browning — ^were 
men who hardly came onder classical influences at all; 
while other great writers — Wordsworth, Tennyson, Byron, 
[36] 
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and Shelley — obtained no distiiictioQ in academical exer- 
cises; and the few great writers whom our universities re- 
warded, such as Matthew Arnold, Newman and Pater, can 
hardly be ranked among t^e leading literary influences of 
the century." 

Mr. Benson's charge, in this long passage, that a 
classical education places imitation before self-expression, 
and conformity to rule before originality, is one that can 
fairly be made of any century ; preeminently, in England, 
of the eighteenth. But the nineteenth was romantic and 
reacted against t^e principles Mr. Benson deplores. Even 
a romantic century, however, is powerless to remain un- 
influenced by the Classics. Such a century catches the 
spirit of the past, or tries to. To say that KeatB, Scott, 
Carlyle and Browning were men who hardly came under 
classical influences at all is hardly a true statement of 
the facts; and if Wordsworth, Tennyson, Byron and 
Shelley won no distinction in academical exercises, they 
were Influenced by the CUssics, nevertheless, in very 
marked though very different manners. For that matter 
the most das^cal of the century's writers, Landor, won 
no academic distinction either. As for Arnold, Newman 
and Pater, one, at least, namely Arnold, can be ranked 
among the leading literary influences of the century. 

In another vein than Mr. Benson 's mis-statements and 
half-truths are the opening words of B. Vernon Arnold's 
Roman Stoicism. "In the generations preceding our own," 
says he, "classical study has, to a lai^ extent, attended to 
form rather than matter, to expression rather than con- 
tent. To-day it is beginning to take a wider outlook. We 
are learning to look on literature as an unveiling of the 
human mind in its various stages of development, and as 
a key to the true meaning of history." 
[37] 
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One of the pleasant features of an examination 
of Uie claasical influence in the nineteenth century lies 
in noting the appearance among Englishmen of letters 
(before its appearance amoi^ English scholars) of an 
impatience of the letter and a yearning for the spirit and 
content of ancient literature and life. 

More specifically, De Quincey advocated transla- 
tions as a means for getting at Greek thought; Landor 
did a great amount of reading of Latin and Greek after 
his expulsion from the University and passed independent 
judgment on it ; William AUii^ham was advised by Landor 
to learn Greek grammar, as being more comprehensive, 
before Latin, and by Clougb to regard Latin as living, a 
sort of ante-Dantean Italian; Carlyle declared he had to 
acquire classieal metres after he left school"; Ruskin dis- 
claimed scholarship," but knew much Latin and Greek; 
Macaulay read Cissies for the pleasure they afforded him 
as literature, — in which he has been followed by the Tre- 
velyans, — G, M. Trevelyan going so far as to make fun 
of the rigidity of English school classics-teaching in his 
Poor Muggleton and the Classics; Hartley Coleridge de- 
fended the study of minor classical writers, since he did 
not agree that they endangered the Latin style of modem 
school boys; Sy<^ey Smith despised gerund-grinding; 
Thackeray mourned the mechanical teaching of Greek; 
Dickens satirized the theory that Greek and Latin should 
be forced arbitrarily upon all types of boys ; George Eliot 
laughed at pedants and Englishmen who studied Classics 
as the proper pursuits of gentlemen; and Trollope, dis- 
satisfied with his school training in Latin, learned to ap- 
preciate Latin literature only in later life/* 

I. " "PraeteriU," I, eb. XI, S 230, 
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In the Atlantic Monthly for July, 1914, Mr. John Jay 
Chapman writes of The Greek Gemus. 

"The Greek Genius," says he, "is so different frwn. the 
modem English genius that they cannot nnderstand one 
another. How shall we come to see this elearly ! The mat- 
ter is difficult in the extreme; because we are all soaked 
in modem feeling, and in America we are all drenched in 
British influence. The desire of Britain to annex ancient 
Greece, the deep-felt need that the British writers and 
poets of the nineteenth century have shown to edge and 
nudge nearer to Greek feeling, is familiar to all of ns. 
Swinburne expresses his Hellenic longings by his hymeneal 
strains, Matthew Arnold by sweetness and light, GObert 
Murray by sweetness and pathos, — and all through the 
divine right of Victorian expansion. It has been a pro- 
foundly unconscions development in all these men. They 
have instinctively and innocently attached their little oil- 
can to the coat-tails of Euripides and of the other great 
Attic writers. They have not been interested in Greek for 
its own sake. They have been interested in the exploita- 
tion of Greece for the purpose of British consumption." 

"The divine right of Victorian expansion" is a good 
phrase, and one to keep. But to call this expansion a 
"profoundly unconscious development" when applied to 
the Greek spirit by Swinburne, Arnold and Murray, and 
to add that instinct and naivete rather than interest in 
Greek for its own sake was the motive power behind them 
is uncritical, to say the least. 

In Apollo Indicted {Forum, July, 1915) Mr. Will 
Hutcbiua has written a eul<^ of Euripides as a play- 
wright and of Gilbert Murray as bis translator. But in 
his opening paragraph he follows Mr. Chapman — to whom 
he refers — in making farther rash statements regarding 
[39] 
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the Greek spirit. He says we may "fairly 4jueBtioii the 
authenticity of what may be called the Greek strain in 
English poetry;" and supports his position by pointing 
to Samson Agonistes and Atalanta in Calydon. Both of 
these poetical dramas, says he, we are told have captured 
the Greek spirit; yet the one is really Biblical, the other 
rapturoualy modem. If the Greek spirit is capable of in- 
forming both the sober Milton and the intoxicated Swin- 
burne, then what sort of an adventnresa, aaks be, is the 
Greek Muse, anyway 1 Are not Old Testament Puritanism 
and modem paganism mutually exclusive, and is not the 
Greek spirit, if it is said to be in both, a spirit indeed; 
nay a phantom like the Trojan Helen of Stesichorust 

I believe it is not. For my conception of the Greek 
spirit is broader than Mr. Hutchins', who evidently limits 
his to "restraint, eraential and emotional impulse, and in- 
clusive breadth." To me the Greek spirit is the spirit of 
Greek literature entire, — the Greek genius, in short; and 
that is not a very narrow, but a very broad thing, not a 
wraith nor an abstraction, but the living, growing and 
changing forms of the Greek arts. In it are included not 
only classical but romantic and realistic elements, — aU the 
strains that enter into Greek literature, living or ' ' dead : ' ' 
all, finally, that Mr. Livingstone includes in his The Greek 
0enius and Its Meaning to Vs, — namely, the not«s of 
Beauty, Freedom, Directness, Eamanism, Sanity and 
Manysidedness,— and all that he rejects in his Introduc- 
tion. "For in fact," he admits on page 16 of the latter, 
"the Greeks were parents alike of ribaldry and of high 
moral endeavour, of rationalism and of emotional worship, 
of Socrates and of Pythagoras, of Aristophanes and of 
Zeno. They are the epitome of human nature. Quemvis 
homittum secum attvMt ad nos: the Greek has brought us 
[40] 
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all humanily wrapped up in himself, and any one who 
attempts a book on his genius will leom in the writing 
to beware of denying him any quality." 

Mr. Hutchins makes merry oyer the British poets' 
wooing of the imtique Muse, "like the gentlemen they 
were, toiling abroad for her like Jacob for Rachel." To 
him the Greek spirit is something fixed, final and defined, 
governed by rules, to be approached, besought and won in 
an orderly, conventional manner. Perhaps French poets 
have BO wooed ; the English have not. 

The Englishman — especially the nineteenth century 
Englishman — finds the Oreek genius so complex that 
he can discover Puritanism, pEtganism, temperance, ex- 
travagance, tragedy, comedy, didacticism, emotionalism, 
classicism, romanticism or realism in it as he [deases. 
Landor is attracted by Epicurus, Greek lyric and elegy; 
Southey by Epictetus; Macaulay by Greek history and 
oratory ; Lamb by Hesiod ; Moore by Anacreon ; Keats by 
Homer; Shelley by Plato; Peacock by Aristophanes, Im- 
cian and Nonnus; Meredith by Menander; Roasetti by 
Sappho ; WOde by the Anthology ; Swinburne by Sappho, 
Catullus, Pindar and Aeschylus; Jeflferies by Diogenes 
Lacrtius; FitzGerald by Plato; Kingsley by the Alex- 
andrians; Arnold by Homer and Empedoeles; Tennyson 
by Virgil ; Browning by Euripides and Aristophanes ; Mrs, 
Browning by Aeschylus and Sappho; Andrew Lang by 
Homer and Theocritus ; Thomas Hardy by Sophocles, ana 
Robert Bridges by Aeschylus and Menander. 

I confess that if Mr. Hutchins had questioned the 
Greek strain in the English prose of the century rather 
than in its English poetry my task would be simpler. I 
should then show how PitzGerald put Plato into Euphra- 
nor; how Peacock put Lucian and Aristophanes into his 
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novels; how Macaulay composed Scenes from Athenian 
Bevels and kept Demosthenes and Tbueydides before him 
in his speeches and histories ; how Kingsley pat the Alex- 
andrian world, pagan and Christian into Sypatia; how 
Newman put some of it into CiUUsta; how Landor made 
Qreece live in Pericles and Aspasia and in certain of his 
Imaginary Conversations; how Cariyle chanted his French 
Revolution in strains Homeric and Greek-tragic ; how 
Bulwer-Lytton did his part in Pausandas the Spartan and 
Mrs. Lynn Linton in Amymone, a Romance of the Days of 
Pericles; how even Thackeray caught the Greek spirit when 
he visited Greece and saw the Parthenon; how JefEeries 
wove his conception of Greek beauty into Amaryllis at the 
Fair; how Wilde made charming Greek sketches in his 
Intentions; how TraiU was influenced by Lucian to write a 
New Lucian and Mallock by Plato to compose a New Re- 
public. 

Or if I wrote of translations and paraphrases — SoUie- 
by's, Mitchell's, Hunt's, Campbell's, Milman 's, Byron's, the 
Brownings', Morris's, FitzGerald's, Calverley's, Prere's, 
B<^rs', Blackie's, Jowett's and Laic's — to say nothing ot 
the dry but useful Bohns — these might help in establish- 
ing the "strain." Or if I pointed to mythology in prose — 
to Lamb's, Landor's, Carlyle's, Buskin's, Disraeli's, Mere- 
dith's and Stevenson's — these would go far to establish 
fSreek atmosphere, specially in the eases of RusHn and 
Meredith. Or if I showed the Greek influence coming 
tiurough the Latin — but I reserve that, for a moment. 

Instead of all these kindred manifestations I return to 
the Greek note in nineteenth century poetry. Here we 
find the classical Landor and the romantic Swinburne both 
drawing deep draughts from the spring, the one in the clas- 
sical Hellenics, the other in the romantic Atalanta and the 
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Alexandrian Ballads and Lyrics. Here are Wilde, another 
Alexandrian ; and Tennyson, a modem, following his usual 
method of treating ancient story in a novel fashion. 
Back of them loom Shelley and Keats, the one a mystic 
Platonist, the other an Alexandrian and a mediaevalist in- 
toxicated with Greek mythology. The Greek strain is 
in all these men, though all make romantic nse of it : even 
Landor does, at times. Two of them are restrained, — Lan- 
dor and Tennyson — the others are fired by a romantic con- 
suming flame, which they feed, with much intemperance, 
with Greek poetry. Nor are they all ; for who would part 
with Browning's tour de force in realism, Aristophanes 
Apology, or with Mrs. Browning's Wine of Cypress, or 
wiUi Morris's mediaeval rendering of the ancient spirit 
in The Life and Death of Jason and The Earthly Paradise t 
And among minors who shall despise Beddoes, Sir Lewis 
Morris, Grant Allen, Coventry Patmore, Aubrey de Vere, 
Lionel Johnson, Edwin Arnold, John Davidson, Andrew 
Lang, Alfred Austin, John Todhunter, William Wateon, 
Robert Bridges, Lord De Tabley, Frederick Tennyson, 
Charles Tennyson Tumw, Horace Smith, Robert Eyres 
Landor, Thomas Hood, Baron Thurlow, Reginald Heber, 
Henry Hart Milman, Thomas Noon Talfourd, John Hamil- 
ton Reynolds, Richard Henry Home, John Stnart Blackie, 
Thomas Gordan Hake, Francis Hastings Doyle, William 
James Linton, Sir Joseph Noel Baton, Dora GreenweU, 
Thomas Woolner, Thomas Westwood, Mortimer Collins, 
William Wataon, Richard Watson Dixon, John Nichol, 
Richard Gamett, Thomas Ashe, David Gray, Mrs, Ernest 
Radford and Edward Dowdenf None of these minors is 
negligible; all were persons and poets of taste. Most of 
them were romanticists not uninfluenced by the dassieal. 
Other poets, like Ow^i Meredith in Mardk, and T. B. 
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Brown in Isra^ ajid HeUas, balance the claims of Hebraism 
and Hellenism, as Sonthey,^* De Quincey," Ruakin," Car- 
lyle" and Arnold" do in prose or life. AJid Francis Thomp- 
son, in an essay on Paganism Old and New declares only 
paganism irith a Christian leaven in it is true paganism. 
Finally Ruskin and Pater are forever pointing out the 
moral and the ascetic strains in the Greek character." 

And with all this said, a further triumph of nineteenth 
century art remains in its use of mythology. Wordsworth 
tried to dispense with it and gave up the attempt." Byron 
played with it; Shelley soared with it; Swinburne and 
Wilde revelled in it; Tennyson and Sir Lewis Morris 
modernized it ; Mrs. Browning loved it ; Browning acknowl- 
edged it and Beddoes gave his sombre imaginative touch 
to it In a word, majors and minors put it to their several 
uses, conacions how mytholi^y can be abused if over-used : 
used it as current poetical coin, as humor, as cloud imagery, 
as metaphor, as ancient, mediaeval and modem coloring." 

I turn from the Greek influence to the Roman. "The 
literature of Greece proper does not cease to attract us by 
its or^iinality, charm and varied," says Arnold in his 
Roman Stoicism, p. 1 ; " but the new interest may yet find 
its fullest satisfaction in Roman literature: for of all an- 
cient peoples the Romans achieved most, and their achieve- 

1* I. e. be wag inflaenced alike hj the Bible and Epictetna, 
t* "Letlen to a Yonns Uan," m. 
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•> "Hebralam and Helleniara." 

■*See Bnakln'i "The Queen of the Air," I, "Athena Ohalinltia," 40: 
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ments have been the most eoduring." There ia a large 
perhaps about the statement, but this much is true — Rome 
not only gave of herself lai^ly to the modem world, but 
absorbed and passed on much of Greece. And if the 
romantic nineteenth century found greater affinity for ita 
romanticism in Greece than in Rome, it did not neglect 
Borne. 

The use of Latin quotations in Parliament,'* in novels 
and in Thomas Moore's footnotes need not detain us; nor 
the influence of Cicero on the styles of De Quincey, Ma^ 
eaulay, Newman and Stevenson; nor that of Latin gen- 
erally on the language of Thomas Hardy. In contrast to 
the latter's over-Latinized manner is Landor's carefully 
chosen style, with its criticism and rejection of Milton's 
Latinisms. Nor do we need to point out again Thack- 
eray's, Bulwer-Lytton 's and Dojwson's love of Horace, 
Byron's good-natured use of him, and Meredith's impa- 
tience of his philosophy; Hartley Coleridge's" and Mor- 
ris's" affection for Pliny; Peacock's" and Pater's'* for 
Apuleius; Maeaulay's for Cicero and Catullus; Words- 
worth's, Buskin's and Tennyson's for Virgil; the Epicu- 
rean PitzGerald 's' ^ for the Stoic Seneca; Beddoes' for 
Seneca the tragedian; Bossetti's for Gesta Romanorum 
and St. Augustine; and Mrs. Browning's and Lionel John- 
son's for Lucretius. 

Instead, we note especially the interest the centnry 
felt in viewing Rome archaeologically, with Wordsworth, 

■■ Bee Herbert Finl: "The Decay at Claiaical Quotation," In hii "Hen 

and LeHara.' ' 
*' "Memdin of Roger Aacham." 

• • Hay Honia, lulrodaction to vol. XZH of Horrii'i Werki. 
'• "Gryll Grange," eh. IV. '• "Harlaa tlie Kpicnrean." 

•' Wright: "Lctten and Literary Remains of Ediratd Fltigerald," 188B, 

I, 124, 144. 811. 
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Scott and Hardy, and in visiting and living in Italy" and 
singing Italian liberty," with Shelley, Keats, Byron, Lan- 
dor, BasMn, the Brownings, the Bossettis, Meredith, Swin- 
burne, Dickena, George Eliot, Bulwer-Lytton, Owen Mere- 
dith, Wilkie Collinfl, William Sharp, Samuel Rc^rs, Ar- 
thur Hugh Clough, Barry Cornwall, Sydney Dobell, Lord 
Houghton, Bichard Jefferies, John Addington Symonds, 
T. E. Brown, Robert Buchanan, Aubrey de Vere, Samuel 
Butler, Alfred Austin, Macaulay, the Trovelyans, Gary, 
William Trevenix French, Alfred Domett, William James 
Linton, John Nichol, Herman Charles Merivale, David 
Qrsy, Mrs, Hamilton King and Madame Darmesteter. Nor 
should we neglect the part^ classical, partly romantic 
influence of France on the Brontes, Arnold, Meredith, Swin- 
home, Stevenson, Moore, Dowaon, Henley, Lang, Symons, 
Dobson and Gosse. 

Again, while Hellenism and Hebraism contended in the 
works of Buskin and Arnold, while Landor criticized Plato 
and praised Epicurus and Aristotle,** and while Shelley 
and Pater embraced Plato, Boman philosophy was not quite 
forgotten, with Macaulay interested in Cicero's eclecticism, 
FitzGerald in Seneca's Stoicism, and Mrs. Browning, Ten- 
nyson, Lionel Johnson and Mallock in Luoretins's Epi- 
cureanism. 

There remain poems and prose tales that capture or 
aim to capture the spirit of ancient Borne. These are 
Lander's Imaginary Conversations, Boman, Pater's JEfontu 
the Epicurean, Bulwer-Lytton 's Latt Days of Fompeii, 

"Vat % partial kceounl. sec A. O. S. Oaualng'* "Briliih Writsn on OI&b- 

(ie Landt." IBOT. 
•■For & lelectlOD. ibs Q. M. TreTelran's "EnsUih BanBi of Italiui Tree- 

dom." 1911, wltb Its yalaable Intniilnctioa and notei. 
*«Wm. Chiilett, 3t.: "Walter Sayage Landor and Hii BalatloD ta tbs 

Olaialeal Tradition In Encllah Uteratara," (Uaater'i Thsali, Stanford 

DnlTerilt]'. 1912.) 
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Atherstone's Last Days of Herculaneum, Collins' Antonina, 
or the Fall of Rome, Byron's Childe Harold, Boars' Italy, 
Macaolay'B Lays of Ancient Rome and Fragment of a 
Roman Tale, Barry Cornwall's Julian the Apostate, Tre- 
velyan's breezy Horace at the University of Athens, 
Bridges' History of Nero, Robert Lander's Fountain of 
Arethusa, Doyle 'a Qythia, Nichol's Hannibal, and Beade's 
CatiUne and Italy. 

We have surveyed the nineteenth century by authors, 
summarized them and dealt with them under the different 
phases of the classical influence. What is our conclusion t 
That Greece and Borne did not die in the romantic, realistic 
nineteenth century nor are likely to in the unfathomed 
twentieth. Through philology, archaeology, interest in 
ancient philosophy, admiration for the graceful Greek 
tongue and the mosaic-like architectonic Latin, a use and 
not abuse of mythology, a very wide reading of ancient 
authors, major and minor, in the original and in transla- 
tions, and finally through the vivifying of ancient life by 
travel and by prose and poetry embodying the ancient 
spirit, Greece and Some have lived as never before, and 
bid fair to live while men and arts endure. 
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The Platonic Love of Walter Pater 

In Wimckelmamn Pater quotes the great Hellenist as 
saying: "I have noticed that those who are observant of 
beauty only in women, and are moved little or not at all 
hy the beauty of men, seldom have an impartial, vital, in- 
born instinct for beauty in art. To such persona the 
beauty of Greek art will ever seem wanting, because its 
supreme beauty is rather male than female." Yet Walter 
Savage Landor, the master of elassieism in English, was 
more moved by the beauty of women than of men. Indeed, 
this partiality for the Sex puts Sydney Colvin ill at ease, 
for a moment, in Landor's Oarden of Epicurus. "His 
young women," says the critic in his Life of Landor, "*n- 
eluding the Oreek, are apt to comport themselveB in a 
jnanner giggly, missish and disconcerting." Yet H. W. 
Boynton in the Atlantic and Melville Best Anderson in 
Uie Di<U find these nymphlike creatures charming; while 
Brandes in Main Currents in Nineteenth Century Litera- 
ture says finely that Landor was the discoverer of Greek 
girlhood. 

Pater's classicism, then, owes much to men, Landor's 
more to women. Yet Pater aimed not to do things by 
halves. He was a student of Culture, a lover of Beauty, 
in three clearly marked periods. Phases of antiquity, the 
Renaissance and modem Europe live in his magic style. 
He could not, then, conceivably ^ore women entirely. 
^What was hia attitude towards ' ' one-half the human race 1 ' * 

That he did not forget women utterly is at once re- 
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called by his famous interpretation of the Mona Lisa. An- 
tiquity and all succeeding ages live in her, "the depoeit, 
little cell by cell, of strange thoughts and fantastic reveries 
and esqoisite passions." She is "the embodiment of the 
old fancy, the symbol of the modem idea. ' ' Yet ' ' set her 
for a moment beside one of those white Greek goddrases or 
beautiful women of antiquity, and how wonld they be 
troubled by this beauty, into which the sool with all its 
maladies has passedT" Bather is she comparable to De- 
meter in Greek Stu^s, "the weary woman, our Lady of 
Sorrows, the mater dolorosa of the ancient world." 

What then moved Pater, we ask ; sinee he was moved 
in a measure, by fair feminine personalities, at least in 
books and art! Spiritual beauty, or physical and intel- 
lectual beauty as wellt And how did he react to outward 
charm in women, — as something disquieting to his "sense 
of sexual wholeness, ' ' or radiant, glorious and inspiring, as 
to "Whitman and Meredith ! 

The latter 's "women of beauty and brains" he under- 
stood hardly at all, to judge from a passage in the Essay 
on Style (1888). "The artist," says he, "is of necessily a 
scholar, and in what he proposes to do waU have in mind, 
first of all, the scholar and the scholarly conscience — the 
male conscience in this matter, as we must think it, under a 
system of education which stdll to so large an extent limits 
real scholarship to men," 

But if he has little experience and appreciation of 
intellectual women (yet see his review of Robert Elsmere; 
a literary letter to Mrs. Ward quoted by his biographer 
Benson ; another from Lady Dilke concerning him and his 
friendship for Misa Bobinson, the novelist) he has more to 
say of women's spiritual nature. In Diapkaneiti, after 
naming some unworldly types that the world is yet able 
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to estiioate, he says, " There is another type of character 
which is not broad and gener^, rare, precious above all 
to the artist, a character which seems to have been the 
supreme moral charm in the Beatrice of the Commedia. 
It does not take the eye by breadth of ccJour ; rather it is 
that fine edge of light, where the elements of our moral 
nature refine themselves to the burning point" Again, 
Leonardo's women "are the clairvoyants through whom, 
as through delicate instruments, one becomes aware of the 
subtler forces of nature." At Heidelberg, too, where 
Pater spent his vacations with his sisters and aunt, he 
composed St. Gertrude of Himmelstadt, a story in prose. 
The heroine breathes courage into the fainting soldiers who 
defend her castie. "Thus," says Thwnas Wright, drawii^ 
the moral, as often, in his Life of Pater, "thus to man 
contending in life's battle, but 'weary and wounded and 
sorely pressed' woman hath ever help." 

When we ask if Pater was correspondingly moved by 
the physical beauty of women we recall the words of W. 
Ayott Orton, in the Westminster Aevieu), November, 1908. 
"Everything," says he, "even the most recondite of ab- 
stractions, seemed to possess for hiT) a sort of quasi-sensuons 
appeal." In Mallock's amusing caricature of Pater in the 
New Bepuhlic, Mr. Hose is made out exceedingly sensi- 
tive to all beauty, including woman's, j^^ain, if we are to 
believe Mr. Wright, Pater wrote as a boy Cassandra, a 
mournful and slightly sensual poem "to which McQueen 
objected, but which Pater refused to change." 

The Fan of Fire, however, was a religions effusion. 
Pater is disclosed on a hill-top with a lady. "Turning to 
her," says his playful biographer, "and taking her hand 

he declares he is overpowered, — by the scene He loves 

tiie earth, he says, her trees, her very stones." In an- 
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other poem St. Elizabeth of Hungary is celebrated in a 
spirit of extreme asceticism. "The saint is represented," 
sayB Wright "as fixing her thoughts on Heaven and as 
living, tiiouf^ married, in a state of virginity." 

But Fat«r in vacation, in Mr. Mallock's satire and 
in youth is not the Pater of Mmius, Oaston de Latour 
and the Imaginary Portraits. The true Pater is the disciple 
of Winekelmann (and of Plato, as we shall show) ; one who, 
Bays Mr. Benson, "could devote himself to the passionate 
contemplation of beauty, without any taint or grosBneaa 
of sense, who was penetrated by fiery emotion, but without 
any dalliance in feminine sentiment, whose sensitiveness was 
pretematurally acute, while his conception was cool and 
firm," A case in point is Pater's eulogy of Bossetti, that 
superb painter of the physical charm of women. Mr. 
Benson says of the essay : ' ' One cannot help feeling that 
the innermost world of mystical passion in which Bossetti 
lived was as a locked and darkened chamber to Pater. .... 
To he intellectually and perceptively impassioned, indeed, he 
desired; but the physical ardours of lovcj the longii^ for 
enamoured possession, — with this Pater had nothing in 



"Upon my appealing to Pater once," says Frederick 
Wedmore, in Memories, "to be moved by some singolar ex- 
hibition of womanly beauty, more probably in Art than 
in Life, he responded, I remember, but coldly, though 
he_80Ught for an explanation, or had it at hand. His life 
at Oxford, he said, had made him so much more familiar 
with the beauty of boyhood, the beauty of male youth. One 
must have known Pat«r better than I did, to know whether, 
at all — in days remote or recent — he had ever had a 
love affair." Pater is noted for his inteUectual and 
spiritual biographies of men. For these he drew upon bis 
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own mental life, that of his men friends and the ctdlege 
students among whom he lived. In addition there were al- 
ways books to supplement life. But when he wrote of 
women he was ill at ease; for then he became nearly 
dependent on boohs and pictures. He knew the sentimental 
Paul and Virgmia by heart, he was enthusiastic over 
Browning's Men and W(»nen and he was fond of French 
novels. He planned to write on the impassioned verse of 
Sappho, but his intention never materialized. Marius does 
not fall in love, and his life affords only glimpses of hib 
mother, the Empress Faustina and the Christian widow Ce- 
cilia. Gaston de Latour marries, but before Colombe reaches 
human size the story is abandoned, and remains a strik- 
ing fragment. Sebastian and Emerald Uthwart, Denys and. 
Apollyon give no thought to the other sex. Pater himself 
admired Bomola not for the complex soul of its heroine, 
but for the figure of Savanarola and the Benaissauce <itAoT- 
ing. The passage in the book that best pleased him, says 
Wright, was, "The most passionate life is in form and 
colour." 

Critics have deprived Pater of even a trace of origi- 
nality la his creation of Colombe and in his interpretations 
of the Mona Lisa. Wright holds that (Gaston and Colombe 
are merely Abelard and Heloise altered to taste. T. P. 
Armstrong, in the Saturday Review,' points out that there 
were already strictures on the character of Mona Lisa 
in George Sand, Theophile Gautier and Michelet. "It 
is certainly more likely," says the writer, "that any 
'story' that may have arisen with regard to the Jo- 
eonde should have originated in the 'Ville Lumifere,' where 
the picture was constantly on view, than in the brain of an 
Oxford don, whose ingenuity, however, I do not wish to 
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J. M. Eeonedf^ is uncritical vhen he says, ' ' It would be 
possible to say a good deal more about Pater from a critical 
standpoint if we had more particulars abtfat his sex-r 
ual feelings." Lewis Oreeoslet* speaks the last word on 
that subject when he writes, " So he came, one thinks, like 
the object of one of his own characterizations, to a kind of 
moral sexlessness, a kind of impotence, an ineffectual 
wholeness of nature, yet with a true beauty and significancu 
of its own." 

To quibble a moment: Edward PitzGerald was fond 
of reiterating, "Taste is the feminine of genius." Now 
Pater had genius — a masculine virtue always to him — and 
he had taste, a feminine quality to FitzGerald. Therefore 
in himself he combined the masculine and the feminine. 
But sophistry or truth, as we like, Pater's wholeness of 
nature circumscribed his activity as an artist. 

Pater's interest in women, then, was confined to a mild 
intellectual appreciation of their spiritual, intellectual and 
physical qualities and charms. Yet Edward Dowden con- 
cludes an essay on Pater with the statement that ' ' Pater is 
before all else a lover. Infinite patience," he adds, "quite 
as much as fire, is the mood of all true lovers. " 

Pater was a lover, but a Platonic lover, and he did not 
love women, even platonicaUy. He loved Philosophy, Greek 
that he was, and he attained it Platonically, by passing 
lingeringly from delightful association with fair outward 
objects to the Platonic realms of perfect ideas. Nothing 
ignoble marked his ascent. He lived the life of a writer, 
a teacher, and a friend of boys. Through Platonic enthu- 
siasm he idealized an existence doll and drab to persons 
who dislike teacbii^, and ascended into the Platonists' 
spheres of the Ideal and the Beautiful, 

' "Eugllih Literatiire, 1880-lBOB," IfilS. • "Walter Fater." 
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In the Poetry of Michelangelo, however, he shows how 
Platonism may be attained by love of women, the nonoal 
medium for mediteval and modem Neoplatonists. "It is 
the Platonic tradition rather than Dante 's that has mould- 
ed Michelangelo's verse," says he. "In many ways no sen- 
timent could have been less like Dante's love for Beatrice 
than Michelangelo's for Vittoria Colonna. . . . Michelangelo 
is always passing forward from the outward beauty — U bel 
del fuor che agli ocehi piace — to apprehend the unseen 
beauty ; traseenda nella forma universale — that abstract 
form of beauty, about which Platonists reason." 

But Pater, like Winckelmann, apprehended Hellen- 
ism in Qreek, cot in modem fashion. Of Winckelmann, 
Pater says, "That his affinity with Hellenism was not 
merely intellectual, that the subtler threads of tempera- 
ment were inwoven in it, is proved by his romantic, 
fervent friendship with young men." As for Pater's 
own Platonism, that is best seen and recorded in his lectures 
on Plato and Platonism. He imfolds, before his students, 
the Greek Academe. He does not devote a lecture to Pla- 
tonic love, but he mentions it in chapters on Lacedaemon, 
The Doctrine of Plato and The Genius of Plato (q. v.) . Mac- 
aulay tuid Landor accuse the Phaedrus and Symposium of 
immorality ; if Pater believes them anythii^ but moral, he 
does not aay so. Perhaps he rather sees the good in Pla- 
tonic love, — comradeship and affection between men — and 
^ifnores the evil; as in The Renaissance and in 
Marius he is concerned with the virtues and not the vices 
of Epicureanism. Throi^^hout his work Pater has only 
^pect for the senses and their constant refinement ; he has 
no interest in or sympathy with sensuality. In Plato's doc- 
trine he sees a most spiritual philosophy evolved through 
the senses, chiefly through the eye. He shuts his own to the 
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ugly in the system, if he sees it at kU. His Platonic love is 
gracious and refined, a pure affection for healthy malu 
youth and beautifnl Ideas. 

"Pater was condemned by temperament to a certain 
isolation, ' ' says Benson ; " he was outside the world, and not 
of it. A happy marriage mi^t have brought him more 
into line with humanity. ' ' 

Pater did not marry. He wedded himself, rather, to 
Beauty, Art, Literature and Philosophy. Hin offspring 
were his magical writings. But they have suffered, as have 
many of Swinburne 's. Where is the sane strength of Mere- 
dith or Arnold in either I They want even the warm hu- 
manity of Tennyson, whose sentiment was saved fr{nn sen- 
timentality (Meredith notwithstanding) by hearth and 
home, BO tiist Englishmen followed him and proclaimed him 
first poet of the age. 

As Americans, we are irresistibly moved to 8peciilat« 
on Pater's probable development had he taught young men 
and women in & co-educational college instead of young men 
only at Oxford. A parallel instance is at hand. Trained 
at Harvard, William Yaoghn Moody returned to his native 
Middle West to teach mixed classes at Chicago. His letters 
disclose his reaction. He tau^t women ; he was repelled 
and attracted by turns ; he proposed to one Western ^1 
who sent him elegiac on his way. He profited from bis ex- 
perience. He grew steadily in understanding of women. 
He studied Art, literature, men and women. Barring 
occasional bad taste, in fact, his women are nearly as power- 
fully conceived as any in English letters. Pater drew no 
real women; and his men are more one-sided than Moody's 
women ; all mind and spirit. 

The New World, coupled with the Old, made a great 
poet of Moody. The Old World, rich with culture, unshaken 
[68] 
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for him, by the disquieting spirit of the new, made a mar- 
veloos prose stylist of Walter Pater. Both were mystics, both 
were aesthetes, both sipped the exquisite from Art. Bat 
one painted life from men, women and boots; the other 
' wove a ^r^ous tapestry trom his inner life, books, bc^ 
and pictures. 
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The New Hellenism of Oscar Wilde 

In Act II of Wilde 's A Woman of No Importance the 
f(dlowing dialogne occurs : — 

Mrs. AUonby: The American girl has been giving 
as a lecture. 

Lord lUiTigwortk: Beallyt All AjnericanB lecture, 
I believe. I suppose it is aomethiug in their climate. 
Wbat did she lecture about t 

Mrs. AUonby: Oh, Puritanism, of coarse. 

Eventually, however, the young Puritan accepts the woman 
of no importance as her mother-in-law. 

In thia essay we shall give Wilde an American lecture 
on bis false Hellenism ; but accept him, in part, in spite 
of his theory. "The fact of a man's being a poisoner is 
nothing against his style," says Wilde in Pen, Pencil, and 
Poison. The fact of Wilde's being Hellenistic is not every- 
thing against his Hellenism, but it is something. 

Moreover, Wilde lectured himself. When he was in 
condition he defended Art for Art's Sake, the New HeUen- 
ism, and the New Individualism with all the conviction of 
England's chief advocate of those tenets. When he was 
discouraged, or recovering from excesses, or languishing 
in prison, or when the true artist in him suddenly saw the 
fa^, he cried out (gainst himself and his theories with a 
fervor like unto Bunyan's in Grace Abounding. 

Wilde's poetry is his record of disillusion. Once he 
nioums (in Humamitad): — 
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But we are Learning's ch&ngelings, know by rote 
The clarion watchword of each Grecian achool 

And follow none, the flawleas sword that smote 
The pagan Hydra is an efEete tool 

Which we ourselves have blunted, what man now 
Shall scale the august ancient heights and to old 
Beverence bowt 

Not Wilde, surely, as he confesses iu the same poem : — 

And yet I cannot tread the portico 
And live without desire, fear, and pain, 

Or nurture that wise calm which long ago 
The grave Athenian master taught to men, 

Self-poised, self-centred, and self-comforted. 
To watch the world's vain phantasies go by 
with unbowed' head. 

Kather he yielded himaelf to the full iSood of unrestraint 
and let himself drift on the uncharted seas, that wind and 
son and storm might blow and warm and wrack him and 
leave their mark upon him : — 



he sings in The BaUad of Beading Oaol. In HelasI, his 
prolc^ue to the Poems of 1881, he wavers momentarily: — 

To drift with every passion till my soni 
Is a stringed lute on which all winds can play, 
Ib it for this that I have given away 
Mine ancient wisdom and austere control 1 

But at once he is off again on his mad quest of Beauty, 
Liberty, Life, and Pleasure. "I amused myself," he says 
in Be Profundus, "with being a flaneur, a dandy, a man of 
fashion. I surrounded n^self with the smaller natures and 
the meaner minds. I became the spendthrift of my own 
genius, and to waste an eternal youth gave me a cert^ joy- 
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Tired of being on the he^hts, I deliberately went to the 
depths," 

In The Picture of Dorian Qray Lord Henry declares 
tbat if one man were to realize himself completely the world 
would so gain in joy as to blot out mediffivalism and attain 
to the Hellenic ideal, — "to something finer, richer, than 
the Hellenic ideal, it may be." This advance over Hellen- 
ism, even, Wilde calls the New Hellenism. He uses the term 
in The Soul of Man Vnder Socialism, but sets forth his con- 
ception more clearly in L'Envoi and in The English Be- 
naissance. In the former he points out that Buskin 's (esthe- 
tic system is ethical always; whereas "we who are no longer 
,with him" have passed on into that "serene House" where 
"the rule of art is the rule of beauty," — wherein dwells 
"the gladness that comes, not from the rejection, but the 
absorption, of all passion." In The English Renaiasance 
he defines hia New Hellenism still more specifically, by 
^oithesizing those hard-won analytical terms, Classical and 
Bomantic. "It is really from the union of Helleiusm," 
says he, "in its breadth, its sanity of purpose, its calm pos- 
session of beauty, with the adventitive, the intensified in- 
dividualism, the passionate colour of the romantic spirit, 
that springs the art of the nineteenth century in England, 
as from the marriage of Faust and Helen of Troy sprang 
the beautiful boy Euphorion." Now no better <^aracter- 
ization of nineteenth-century eclecticism exists than that. 
But Wilde at once qualifies. Instead of Including the ele- 
ments of strength and poise that normally accompany 
classicism, he rejects them for the sole ideals of Art and 
Beauty, All else he demolishes, in tile name of Liberty, 
with paradox. "The way of paradoxes," he says else- 
where, "is the way of truth. To test Bealil^ we must see 
t«2] 
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it on the tight-rope. When the Verities become acrobats 
we can judge them." 

Ont of the agony and humility of the De Profundis, it 
is only just to add, emerges a new self leading the old: 
his New Individualism, his New Hellenism in the leash of a 
truer Individualism, of a calmer Hellenism, — for we are 
not of those who doubt Wilde 's suffering, or his repentance ; 
yet all of him remains at tiie service of Art for Art's Sake. 
Th^, his most cherished theory, goes with him to the grave. 
He declares himself more of an individualist than ever. 
"Christ is the most supreme of individualists," he adds. 
He expresses a wish to write of Christ as the precursor of the 
romantic movement in life and of the artistic life considered 
in its relation to conduct. Then he praises the Greeks be- 
cause they never chattered about sunsets; only to cry out 
at the end for the Mystical in Art, the Mystical in Life ; a 
chastened Pagan reaching out for the Soul in Things. 

"The Germans," according to Nicoli and Seccombe 
in their History of English Literature, "have taken Wilde's 
Art for Art theories seriously and have produced and cri- 
ticized his 8alom4 and other paradoxically intense but in- 
sincere esthetic products with amazing gravity." Our 
American Puritanism might conceivably show with equal 
gravity that Wilde's Art for Art theories were sufficiently 
weak morally to lead in themselves to his downfall. Wilde 
anticipated such a possibility. "People point to Beading 
Gaol," says he in De Profundis, "and say, 'That is where 
the artistic life leads a man.' Well," answers our irrepres- 
sible individualist, caught, as he says he is, for forgetting 
his Individualism and for calling on society to punish the 
Marquis of Queensbury for libeling kim, "it might lead to 
worse places"; whereupon he shows that sorrow will make 
him a greater artist than before. 
[63] 
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Since the world has condemned his morals, since the 
Qennans have discnaaed his Art for Art's Sake, and since 
Wilde has anticipated and partly answered the question of 
the artistic life in. its relation to conduct, we content onr- 
selvea here with pointing out how well equipped he was in 
the Classics, especially in Greek ; and how little they really 
influenced his Art, except as they substantiated his own the- 
ories and satisfied his cravings for Itomanticism. AH else 
in the Classic temper was perfect to him, but unattainable. 

Wilde's college record in Classics was of the highest. 
He was an "A" student. He read Clasaies with all the fac- 
ility of a paragon. So easy were Latin and Greek authors 
to him that he seldom paused to ask just what they meant. 
He was far too glib for that. Besides, he had theories of 
what they should mean. His The Bise of Historical Criti- 
cism illustrates both points. He wrote the paper in compe- 
tition for the Chancellor's English Essay at Oxford, in 1879. 
It is an uniaspired piece of work, dry and formal, in deed, 
and was not accepted. ' ' Historical criticism, ' ' says he, in 
an original moment, "is a part of that complex working 
towards freedom which may be described as the revolt 
against authority." He finds this tendency entirely Greek. 
He declares the Soman respect for tradition ' ' f atfd to any 
rise of that spirit of revolt against authority, the impor- 
tance of which, as a factor in intellectual pr<^eB8, we have 
already seen." His highest commendation is reserved for 
Polybius, the historian of Boman institutions, whom he 
praises for his rationalistic method. Herodotus and 
Thucydides are treated at some length; Plutarch, Livy, 
Sallust, and Tacitus are touched upon. Plato and Aristotle 
are considered conventionally. Homer, Hesiod, Pindar, 
Coruma, Heraelitns, .^scl^lua, Euripides, Xenophcm, Zeno, 
[64] 
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EpicQfUB, Euhemeras, Strabo, Ennius, Lucretius, Cieero, 
Miuucius Felix and St. Augustine are mentioned. 

The flower of Wilde's classical appreciation and art 
criticism is contained in his Intentions, a continuation and 
expansion, in part, of his Eise of Historical Criticism. 
With sufficient cigarettes and reasBurancca that the moon 
is not looking, he insinuates the names, at least, of Homer, 
Herodotus, Aristophanes, Sophocles, Euripides, Plato, 
Aristotle, Pausanias, Lucian, Livy, Pliny, Cieero, Virgil, 
Horace, Tacitus, Suetonius, and Fronto. AU illustrate for 
him the antiquity of criticism; whence he advances to 
his own theory that the critic is an artist, inasmuch as he 
gazes on Art, then reacts and creates Art in describing Art. 
Whether the critic sees what the artist had in mind is of 
little moment; he sees something. Pater's interpretation 
of the Mono Lisa fulfills this ideal. 

Indeed, much of Wilde's Art for Art's Sake came direct 
from Pater.' What he did not absorb from his master, how- 
ever, was Pater's reverence for Plato, — that endless pilgrim- 
age towards an understanding of the Greek spirit in the 
loftiest of the Greets.* Wilde's heart goes out, rather, to 
Sappho, Theocritus, Catullus, Euripides, Aristophanes, Ci- 
cero's Letters, and the more picturesque portions of Homer 
and Suetonius. Of the Greek Anthology he says finely: 
"The beautiful poems contained in this collection seem to 
me to hold the same position in regard to the Greek drama- 
tie literature as do the delicate little figurines of Tanagra to 
the Phidian marbles, to be quite as necessary for the com- 



■ For the lelBtioni ot Pater and Witde, see Dr. Edonud J, Bock'e "Wslter 

PRt«T'a EinflDiB Aaf Obckt WUde'' (Bann, ISIS). 
• Plato wag too ethical for Wilde, When Soerateg, for example, diicniiee art 
._ ^... .__^ ^..1. _. ... "Hapoblie" he ahowe that Art for Art'a Saka 
■— — • Art (or the Objeet'i sake. HoweTer, 
"Sympaihim" and the "Phasdroa" 
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plete underHtandiiig of the Greek spirit. ' ' Truly they are, 
bat in time these little things came to usurp for Wilde the 
places of the big tilings. In like manner, he was always on 
the point of realizing the full power of Dante and Shakes- 
peare and never quite accomplishing his intentions. He 
got as far as the Sownets. 

The defects of Wilde 's Hellenism are strikingly appar- 
ent in his Greek poems. Here Beauty and Liberty decline, 
at the worst, into Ugliness and Libertinage. Even struct- 
urally these poems stagger with int4mcation. At the same 
time they flash forth iUumiuated lines and passages glow- 
ing with beauty and art. 

But Homer E. Woodbridge in Poet-Lore has "written so 
well of Wilde's poetry, pro and con, that we have nothing 
to add. Turning to his prose, and granting Wilde his 
donnSe of a New Hellenism of Art and Beauty, we find 
him often artistic and often beautiful. If we cannot admit 
that his paradoxes, except in his inimitable comedies, are 
either artistic or beautiful, but feel that they are what oiany 
Philistines called them when Wilde was lecturing in Amer- 
ica, namely, disgusting, we can dismiss them without loss. 
If along with them we east out his passages of exa^erated 
romanticifflu, there remains, classically speaking, a body of 
real Art and Beauty. Critics who review aU his prose are 
possessed of a desire to make a Selection from his writings. 
At its best his style is both artistic and beautiful in its 
nicety and flexibility. In his EngUsk Poetesses he lo<^ 
for a new style, a new manner, from women, "Their light 
touch and exquisite ear and delicate sense of balance and 
proportion would be no small service to us," he says. Such 
a manner, when he wrote best, was his own. 

Wilde 's fairy tales are so good that children read them 
and older people appreciate their wisdom and charm. There 
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is hardly a discordant note in these finely graven stories. 
The opening description of his wildly romantic Dorian 
Oray, again, is perfect art Only a Landor could equal 
his Homeric pictures in The Critie as Artitt. His comedies, 
as Nicoll and Seccombe* aay truly, exhibit the "quintes- 
sence of playful artifice, irreBponsihle persiflage and anti- 
quarian wit skilfully modernized." Indeed, we can forgive 
Wilde his poor work for his comedies. In them he is no 
mean successor to Congreve and Sheridan. Even these il- 
lustrious predecessors did not ontdo him in brilliant dia- 
logue. He lacks the moral sincerity of Meredith's comedy 
and Moli^re's, but so do Congreve and Sheridan. In this 
one literary form, in short, his scorn of moral values does 
not disqualify hiuL Even ethically speaking, his comedies 
expose shuns and discover good in persons generally con- 
sidered bad. His tragedies, too, are interesting because 
they exhibit Wilde when he is not trying to be clever. 
Vera, or the NthiUsfs, though melodramatic is striking in 
conception. The Florentine Tragedy remains a fragment, 
finished bnt not begun! The Duchess of Padua is a good 
reading poetical drama. 

Wilde, too, had the making of a critic. Had he, like 
Amdd, abandoned artistic production for criticism, he 
mi|^t have attained eminence. His characterizations of 
the styles of the Brownings, of Christina Bossetti, of Pater, 
and of Meredith show the keenest penetration and finest 
discrimination. His reviews range over such subjects as 
Pamasaus versits PhUology, Modem Greek Poetry, To Read 
or Not to Bead, Twelfth Night at Oxford, The Poetry of 
the People, Selena in Troas, Mr. Symottds' History of the 
Benaissance, A New Book on Dickens, Mr. Morris's Odys- 
sey, Mr. Pater's Imaginary CoTwersations, Bowen's VirgU 

• "X HiitoTT ot Bogllib Litw4tiiTa." n, TSO. 
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and Aristotle at Afternoon Tea (MahafiFy's Art of Cofwersa- 
tion). 'Eia literary notes are innumerable. His Miscel- 
lames contain easays on sculpture, bookbinding, dress, and 
other matters of art. 

Wilde mined his life for self-indulgence, for sensation- 
lism and for theories. Unlike Pater and Whistler, he lacked 
the character to practice Art for Art's aake without harm 
to himself. Moreover, along with his life he spoiled much 
of his art. Indeed, that portion of his work that is sound 
was composed in defiance of or in spite of his theories. 
From this statement we have partially excepted his come- 
dies, which reflect all sides of him in a glittering, dazding 
^ower of brilliant talk, the irre^onsible, unsorupulous but 
amusing talk of his drawing-room, harmless as long as it 
is merely talk. But Wilde, in spite of his paradoses, his 
self-consciousness, and his introspection, took his talk seri- 
ously. In prison he quotes his own epigrams. 

Christ loves everyone but a Philistine, is the burden of 
his religious meditations in De Profundis. To Wilde Phil- 
istines are all persons who are moral and who oppose Art 
for Art's Sake. What Wilde will not admit, even from 
the depths, is that if artists are not bom Philistines they 
should become so, at least morally. Hence he is to the end 
an extremist, a pseudo-Romanticist, a neo-Hellenist, a false 
Individualist. His New Hellenism was a pasdon, a disease, 
a poison. The Glassies tau^t him to write a clear style. 
They failed to teach him measure, temperance, restraint. 
Classical calm was an ideal be could not attain, because 
he would not. He wrote clearly, but he did not see life 
clearly, nor see it whole. 
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The New HeUeoism of Oscar Wilde and The New 
GhriBtiaiiity of William Blake npheld freedom, impolse 
and tmxestraint. Wilde's "the only way to ^ rid of 
temptation is to yield to it" might have been pronoiueed 
by Blake. Instead he wrote in The Marriage of Heaven and 
MeU, "The road of excess leads to the palace of wisdom." 

Oscar Wilde, idways an artist, went down through a 
decadent Hellenism, a diseased modernism, a budding fu- 
turism, drained the dregs of sense and rose again, in the- 
ory, through suffering and Christian foi^veness to higher 
ideals of art and conduct. William Blake rose up Neopla- 
tonically, casting off Hellenism, the sway of the five senses, 
the rule of Beason, the human quest of measure and per- 
fection and moved into a spirit world of freedom and un- 
restraint, passing by Satan and the Qod of the Jews into 
the kingdom of a Christ that was Ck)d, a god of forgive- 
ness of sin, a god encouraging evil and good, a god of 
Imagination uncontained. 

All this Blake accomplished through poetry, painting 
and vision. In poetry he first followed the Elizabethans; 
in painting, the Gree^, Florentines and Venetians; in re- 
l^on, Swedeuborg and Boehme. In time he found all 
schools cramping and threw tiiem off for Imagination, 
which to him meant Vision, 

Blake 'a outward life was regular and uneventful. But 
inwardly he early began that experience of the super- 
natural which was to render his days and nights thrilling 
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and to furnish hia pen and brush with "models fr<Hn etern- 
ity". His father was a dissenter, with a leaning towards 
Swedenbor^anism ; yet lie and the boy's mother were 
moved at sundry times to chastise their son for declaring 
persistently that he saw angels in one tree and Ezekiel un- 
der others. Later, Blake's wife was better attuned, and 
liked to remind her husband of how he once saw God at the 
window. 

At fourteen Blake refused to be apprenticed to By- 
land, the engraver, because he foresaw that Byland would 
be hanged ; so his father pnt him under Basire instead, to 
remain with him for seven years. Before going to Basire, 
however, Blake had given his allegiance to Raphael, Michael 
Angelo and Diirer, whom he early included under his fa- 
vorite term Gothic, as opposed to the classical tendencies of 
his time. After two years with Basire, he quarreled with 
his fellow apprentices over matters of intellectual argu- 
ment, so he was set to making drawings of Gothic monu- 
ments, chiefly in Westminster Abbey. There he was happy. 
He drove the Westminster boys out of the Temple and had 
a vision of Christ and the Apostles. Here, too, be was in- 
spired to produce his engraving Joseph of Arimathea 
Among the Bocks of Albion (1773) ; and probably others 
now lost. 

He left Basire in 1778 and soon made the acquaintance 
of Flasman, who was reviving the simple lines of Greek 
art in his illustrations of the Homeric poems; of Stothard, 
the painter, and of Puseli, the engraver, with two of whom 
he later quarreled. Meantime, in 1780, when he was 
twenty-three, he exhibited his Death of Earl Godwin at the 
Boyal Academy, and in 1784 his War Unchained by an 
Angel i Fire, Pestilence and Fcmiine Following, and his 
Abroad in a City : The Morning after a Battle. The first 
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is lost, bat the second anticipates his later work in its 
strength and imaginative power. He escaped the excesses 
of neo-Michelangeliflni about this time, according to Rus- 
sell,* hj the miscarriage of a plan to send him to B(Hue. 
Meantime he was reading Shakespeare, Milton, Dante, 
Swedenborg and Boehme ; and issued in 1783 his Poetical 
Sketches, based not on the neo-classical eighteenth century, 
but on the romantic Elizabethan age. 

From 1783 to 1800 Blake continued to live in different 
parts of London and produced many works. With the 
Ghithic, the Elizabethan and the Tisionary manners strong 
upon him, he added another element to his romantic revolt 
against his time ; namely, poUtieal revolution. At Johnson 
the Bookseller's he met William Godwin, Mary Wollstone- 
craft and Thomas Paine, famous for their radical theories 
of government, religion and the family. This group fanned 
Blake's innate anarchism. Sis Marriage of Hea/ven and 
Hell, 1790, proclaimed religious liberty ; his Visums of the 
Daughters of Albion, 1793, liberty of the senses; his French 
Bevolutum, 1791, and his America, 1793, political lib- 
erty; and his Europe, 1794, liberty of the spirit. His other 
minor prophetical books were also written during this time, 
and his famous Songs of Innocence, 1789, and Songs of Ex- 
perience, 1794; also his comments on Swedenborg and htL- 
vater (for which see Mr. Ellis's The Real Blake.) Pictor- 
ially, the period was not so rich, but what he did was bought 
by Thomas Butts, who paid him to produce what he pleased. 
And though not prolific in painting, this time was of ex- 
treme importance to Blake, for it was in 1787 that his bro- 
ther Robert returned to him in a vision and showed him a 
method of relief etching, — a crucial moment in his career. 
As a result, Blake published his Printed Drawings in 1788 : 

• "The Letter* of WillUm Blftke." p. XXm. 
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at aboat the same time he painted some small pictares in oil, 
not having yet "made up his mind to alienate himself from 
the infinences, Greek, Flemish and Venetian, whieh were 
to bectHue so odions to him.'" In 1799-1800, in fact, he 
wrote both to Tntsler and Cumberland in a manner of high 
laudation of Greek art, which he had the insist at this 
time to include among his romantic enthusiasms. Then his 
"conversion" began. In 1800, with a part of Butts' pat- 
ronage, but not his friendship, withdrawn, Blake removed 
to Felpham to engrave for H^ley. He expected to be 
freed from drudgery and to work unfettered, or at least to 
wear light harness gracefully. 

But he was unable to bear constraint. He had to do 
miniatures for the gentry, decorate Hayley's library and 
read Klopstock and learn Greek with his patnm. Hayley 
had little sympathy with Blake's poems, visions and paint- 
ings. Blake soon found that only in London could he live 
alone with his own spirit, yet he admitted that this "three 
years' slumber by the banks of ocean" was a settling and 
a crystallizing period for his ideas. "I have collected", he 
writes from Felpham, "all my scattered thoughts on art, — 
which in the confusion of London I had very uaxcb. obli- 
terated from my mind." Visions swarmed about him at 
Felpham. He revised The Four Zoos and began the com- 
position of Milton and Jerusalem. Then in September, 1803, 
he returned to London. "I am drunk with intellectual 
vision", he wrote to Hayley in 1804, "whenever I take a 
pencil or graver into my hand, even as I used to be in my 
youth, and as I have not been fra: twenty dark but very 
profitable years." For finally the supreme vison had 
come. While visiting the Truchesian Picture Gallery, in 
1804, Blake cast out " the spectrous fiend Reason" and 

■• A. a. B. Basiell; "Th« Latten of WiUi*Di BIftke." p. XXV. 
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turned once and for all to Imagmation. With Beason went 
all else, — Bacon, Newton, Voltaire, Greek Art,— which is 
mathematic form, — ^the Jews, the Italians, Swedenborg, 
Boehme, Lavater, the eighteenth century, the Elizabetti- 
ans,— his friends, even, when they opposed him. Blake 
stood alone upon the world. He completed Milton and 
Jerusalem, wrote his Descriptive Cat<Uogue, PubUe Ad- 
dress, Last Judgment, The Mental Traveller, The Ever- 
lasting Gospel and The Death of Abel. But more import- 
ant, he painted his great pictnres, — among others, his Can- 
terbury PUgrims, his Visitm of the Last Judgment, hie illus- 
trations to Blair's Grave and to Job and his designs for 
Dante. All were inspired by Imagination, awakened in 
him in Westminster Abbey, obscured for him in London, 
recovered by him at Felpham, and poflsesEong him as a very 
god in London. 

Only with this outline of his spiritual, literary and ar- 
tistic biography before us, are we prepared to examine and 
understand his new Christianity. 



Blake patriotically embodied his vision of Christ in 
"Albion." There he stood on the brave little island, a bard 
with streaming hair, clinging to a mountain peak of inspira- 
tion, peering into England and through it at all other na- 
tions, far back, till he saw and almost touched with his 
hands the one Eternal Verity, Christianity. Meanwhile 
the antiquities of the Jews were nothing exceptional to him. 
AU nations "had originally one language and one religion ; 
thig was the religion of Jesus, the everlasting Gospel. An- 
tiquity preaches the Gospel of Jesus." Jerusalem herself 
was daughter of Albion and Britannica. "Albion, our an- 
cestor, patriarch of the Atlantic continent, whose history 
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preceded that of the Hebrews, and in whose deep or chaos 
creation be^an" is pictured and described in The Last 
Judgment. Everything existent in Albion and in this 
world as a whole is an imperfect copy of lost originals, with 
the sole exception of the Hebrew Bible and the Oreeb gos- 
pels, "which are genuine, preserved by the Saviour's 
mercy." — Blake's hierarchy, we may add, ecmiprised the 
Supreme God ; Christ his Son ; Satan, the Author of Evil ; 
and Urizen, the God of the Jews; the last of whom, ac- 
cording to Mr. Bussell in his edition of Blake 's Milton ' ' had 
separated himself from the fourfold 'Divine Family,' and 
exalting his own selfhood, and usurping sovereignty, had 
endeavored to impose upon man his iron laws, which 'no 
flesh nor ^irit could keep one moment. * ' ' 

To Mr, Chesterton, who has written with knowledge 
and enthusiasm of the poet's virtues and foibles, Blake's 
private vision of Christ "was the vision of a violent and 
mysterious being, often indignant and oceasionally dis- 
dainful."* Yet "this 'vision of Christ'," to Swinburne,* 
"though it be to all seeming the 'greatest enemy' of otiier 
men's visions, can hardly be regarded as the least signifi- 
cant or beautiful that the religions world has yet been in 
contact with." 

Blake sets forth his conception clearly in The Ever- 
lasting Gospel. In the Prolt^fue, he" writes," 

"The vision of Christ that thoa dost see 
Is my Vision's Greatest Enemy. 
Thine has a great hook nose like thine; 
Mine has a snub nose like to mine. 
Thine is the Friend of all Mankind; 
Mine speaks in Parables to -the Blind. 
Thine lovee the same world that mine hates, 
Thy heaven doors are my Hell Gates." 
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Then he shows that Christ was not gentle, but stem, even 
to his parents ; that he seized ' ' the God of this World ' ' and 
"boimd Old Satan in his Chain;" that "humUily is 
only doubt;" and that when Jesns humbled himself to Uie 
Eternal Glod, Glod said in wrath, 

"If thon humblest thyself, tboa homblest Me; 
Thou alao dwelst in Eternity: 
Thou art a Uan, God is no more." 

So Christ took on human form subject to temptation, 
mocked the Jewish Sabbath, turned fishermen to Divines, 
sent his disciples against Religion and Qovemment, con- 
sorted with publicans and 

"Left his Father's trade to roam 
A wandering vagrant without Home; 
And thus he others' labour stole, 
That he might live above control," 

Besides he foi^ave Mary Magdalen; while the voice 
of God cried 



Lastly, Christ bound in his Being "Satan and all his 
Hellish Crew," nailed his own Body on tiie Cross, crucified 
Nature and the Devil and freed Spirit and Imagination 
forever. 

"I am sure this Jesus will not do, 
Esther for finglishmen or Jew," 

Blake concludes by way of Epilogue; thereby recalling his 
epigram on Fuseli; who alone of men was a Christian, 
though both Turk and Jew : 

"And so, dear Christian friends, how do yon dof " 
[76] 



J by Google 



other Essays and Notes 



"Why, we may ask, if we ask it reverently, did Blake not 
go one step farther and say Christ was not coldly ascetic! 
The reply is a question : why in view of his liberal theories 
did Blake not indolge himself more freely f Because he 
worked incessantly, reveled in vision and had for wife the 
most watchful as she was the most devoted of guardians 
in literary annals. — In his Africa, at least, Blake shows 
Christ to be a victim of Urizen, the God of this World, who 
was forced finally to raise up Mohammed to people a world 
decimated by Christianity. Mr. John P. B. WaUis," in a 
useful attempt to trace the stages of Blake's Christianity, 
concludes from Africa and Europe that Blake began with 
a hostile attitude towards Christianity, but later made 
Christ the centre of his system, interpreting the Incarna- 
tion, the Crucifixion and the Resurrection in his own mys- 
tical way : to the effect, namely, that Christ was bom into 
the world to carry to men the message of the falsity of the 
senses; that bis body was crucified as the symbol of the 
delusiveness of flesh ; and that his spirit rose to Eternity 
to symbolize the triumph of spirit over death, to be deified 
there as the supreme artist and the embodiment of hnman- 
,ity and imagination. I believe Mr. Wallis should distin- 
guish throi^hout between hostility towards orthodox or his- 
torical Christianity and Blake's own conception, which, it 
is true, he only worked out with time, but which was early 
growing in him. Of the Christ of the Churches he was 
always as much the foe as be wa^ the champion of his 
Christ of the Imagination. 

a Bccent Interpreters" ("Primltiae." 
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In Jerusalem, To the Public, forgiveness is insisted 
on; for "the Spirit of Jesus is continual forgiveness of 
sin : he who waits to be righteous before he enters into the 
Saviour's kingdom, the Divine Body, will never enter 
there. I am perhaps the most sinful of men ! I pret«nd 
not to holiness! Yet I pretend to love, to see, to converse 
with daily, as man to man, and the more to have an in- 
terest in the Friend of Sinners." 

How forgiveness is greater than law The Gates of Par- 
adise proves ; for 

"Mntnal fargiveneaa of each vice 
Such are the Qates of Paradise, 
Against the Accuser's chief desire, 
Who walked among the stones of fire. 
Jehovah's fingers 'wrote the Law: 
He wept; then rose in zeal and awe. 
And, in the midst of Sinai's heat, 
Hid it beneath His Ifercy-seat. 

ChriBtians! Christians! telt me why 
Yon rear it on your altars high ! ' ' 

In his Blake's Religious Lyrics {Essays and Studies 
by Members of the English Association, vol. Ill, Oxford, 
1912) H. C. Beeching adduces passages from Blake on for- 
giveness and confesses that be does not understand how 
the poet expects forgiveness to act. He neglects to apply 
what he sets forth clearly enough earlier : that Blake al- 
lowed himself and anyone else to sin, with the assurance 
that Christ would forgive; that by sinning, by foi^ving 
and being forgiven men attain that continuously new self- 
hood which to Blake was growth away from the old selfhood 
of Satan and the God of this World towards the real self- 
hood of Christ and the trne Qod. When Beeching wonders 
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whether Blake had forgiven those enemies of his whom he 
flayed in his epigrams, he foi%ets that to Blake "these fel- 
lows," as he calls them elsewhere, were serving the God of 
the Jews or Satan, were therefore Pharisees or the damned, 
were contracted selves and consequently not among the 
number he or Christ forgave, until they repented. 

Obviously, then, Blake held to the doctrine of Free- 
will in sinning. True, Erin says in Jerusalem:^' 

'Learn therefore, Sisters, to distingaiBb the 
Eternal Human 

That walks about among the stonee of Are, in bliss 
and woe 

Alternate, from those States or Worids in which the 
Spirit travels: 

This is the only means to Forgiveness of Enemies.' 
But with aiis aspect of his theory of States we must com- 
pare and contrast the Sequel to the Last Judgment, where 
we find that the persistently self-righteous perish, till they 
repent ; for, ' ' All life consists of these two, throwing off error 
and knaves from our company continually, and receiving 
truth, or wise men into our company continually. . . . 
When any individual rejects error and embraces truth, a 
Last Judgment passes upon tii&t individual. . . . The fool 
shall not enter into Heaven be he ever so holy. ... I do 
not consider either the just or the unjust or the wicked to be 
in a supreme state, but to be every one of them states of 
that deep which the soul may fall into in its deadly dreams 
of good and evil when It leaves Paradise following the ser- 
pent. . . . The accuser is cast out not because he sins 
but because he torments the just." 

Another writer who touches on Blake's Christianity 
is Caroline T. £. Spurgeon in Mysticism in English Litera- 
ture, Cambridge University Press, 1913. "It is easy to 

»• Sm Arthur Srmon'a "Willimi BUke," p. ITS. 
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see," says the writer, "that this faculty whicli Blake calls 
'Imagination' entails of itself naturally and inevitably the 
Christian doctrine of self-sacrifice." As a matter of fact, 
neither Blake nor hia vision of Christ are self-sacrificing 
in the Christian sense. According to Blake, he, and 
Christ before him, were not unselfish for others' sakes, but 
for their own. What they strove for was not unselfishness 
at all, but moltiplicily of selfhoods,^ — a continual withdrawal 
from a hard-boond self into ever-changing selves that ap- 
proach nearer and nearer to God. In To the Deists Blake 
shows that man is by nature evil. "Man is bom a Spectre 
or Satan," says he, "and is altogether an Evil, and re- 
quires a New Selfhood continually, and nmst continually 
be changed into his direct contrary. Without contraries," 
he continues in The Marriage of Heaven and Sell, " is no 
progresaon. Attraction and repulsion, reason and energy, 
love and hate, are necessary to human existence." Entire 
liberty of action in the physical world and unfettered Im- 
agination in the spiritual brought men, to Blake, into one- 
ness with Christ and God. When men refused to renew 
their selfhoods continually by breaking the chains both of 
Satan and the God of this world, or declined to be enlight- 
ened by Christ or Blake, they were unworthy of self-sacri- 
fice from a seer and did not receive it. The just in God's 
eyes and the wicked in men's — these enter Heaven: but 
those who sit in judgment in this world — the just in Man's 
eyes, followers of the Qod of this world, and the wicked in 
the true God's sight, Satan's crew — these are hypocrites 
and Pharisees and sinners and are biumed in Hell-fires un- 
til they repent. 



In the fastnesses of his soul, therefore, Blake was a 
supreme egoist. Too many critics insist on seeing him in 
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terms of our commoti life instead of walking alone with 
him and his mysteries. Often Blake wrote simply; such 
passages are comprehensible; to persons he was courteons. 
But tiiese moments were sops to Cerberus that he might 
pass on into his own Elysium. There he dwelt with Imag- 
ination and with one other, his wife, who could follow after 
him and share his vision. 

Yet M. Bei^r says, "His doctrine was the very es- 
sence of Christianity ; the doctrine of the love of all men, 
to which he adds, as t^e Indian sages did, that of self-for- 
getfulness and love of all nature. He who advocated the 
sanctity of men's desires and the lawfnlness of their com- 
plete satisfaction, undoes, by a strange contradiction, the 
sacrifice of those very desires, not through obedience to a 
lyrannical law, but solely through love and abnegation of 
self. ' ' His references are to Jerusalem, p. 96 and to Milton, 
p. 39, wherein Brotherhood and Self-annihilation are men- 
tioned, apparently with orthodox Christian connotations. 
Albion and Milton say they live to do kindness to 
their brothers and to annihilate themselves for others' 
good, alike for Christ 's sake and for Satan 's, for 
good men's and for evil. In the last scene of Jerusalem, 
again, even Bacon, Newton and Locke are saved. Yet this 
annihilation of one's self, to Blake, is effected for growth 
towards spiritual truth of each individual. It is as the in- 
dividual approaches nearer and nearer to Truth, and rids 
himself of Error, that he is able to help others. Blake's 
brotherhood and self-sacrifice are enlightened selfishness; 
one's own spiritual growth, by successions of selfhoods, is 
the growth of others, since it points them the way to Sal- 
vation, 

In this connection a curious but not inexplicable as- 
pect of Blake 's theology is his theory of the Last Judgment, 
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from which we have already quoted. "A Last Judgment 
is Beeessary because fools flourish," says he. "ForgiveBefls 
of sin is only at the judgment seat of Jesus, the Saviour, 
where the accuser is east out not because he sins, but be- 
cause he torments the just. . . . The Last Judgment is an 
overwhelming of bad art and science. Some people flatter 
themselves that there will be do Last Judgment, and that 
bad art will be adopted and mixed with good art, that error, 
or experiment, will make a part of truth, and they boast 
that it is its foundation. These people flatter themselves. 
I will not flatter them. Error is created. Truth is eternal. 
Error or creation will be burned. — It is burned up the mo- 
ment men come to behold it." 

Blake believed in Truth as ardently as Plato, but it was 
his own vision of Truth, and he wanted to impress it upon 
the world as irresistibly as Socrates and Christ did their 
conceptions. He called the outward world "dirt upon 
my feet — no part of me," Imagination and Vision were 
eternal. "The Last Judgment", says he "will be when all 
those are cast away who trouble religion with questioning 
concerning good or evil, or eating of the tree of those knowl- 
edges and reasonings which hinder the vision of God, turn- 
ing all into a consuming Are. When imagination, art and 
science, and all intellectual gifts — all the gifts of the Holy, 
G-host — are looked upon as of no use, and only conten- 
tion remains to man, then the Last Judgment b^;ins, and 
its vision is seen by every eye according to the situation 
which he holds." 

Mr. Ellis" refers to " the ccmtrast and seeming antag- 
onism between the sweetness of Blake's religious profes- 
sions and the fury of his denunciations of those who, he 

>• "The Seal Blake," p. SZO. 
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thought, had used him ill." Yet " 'does not Jesus,' he re- 
fleeted, 'whom we are told to imitate, promiae in the end 
to cast ofE forever all who will not accept him 1 In his para- 
bles is not the tree, that by a year's gardening is proved 
useless, to be cut down t Did he not whip his own enemies 
out of his 'Father's House f 'He that is not with me is 
against me,' with the postscript — 'and I will be agiunst 
him' was Blab's Christianity." Here are frank admis- 
sions on Mr. Ellis's part; but why still cling to "the sweet- 
ness of Blake's reUgous professions!" Blake formed his 
system not out of sweetness, bat to save his own soul, then 
others' ! And with profound benevolence he forgave every- 
body who disagreed with him, because all are in states till 
they see what Blake saw. For all men " to be in error and 
to be cast out is part of God's plan" (Ellis, p. 421), "Some 
are bom to endless night ; it is right it should he so. " 

"Yet towards the last," says Ellis, p. 431 "his mind 
was coming to understand that even folly might not exclude 
us from heaven forever." In 1827 Blake wrote to Cumber- 
land, "Flazman is gone, and we must all follow soon, every- 
one to his Own Eternal Home, leaving the Delusive Gkiddess 
Natnre to her Laws, to get into Freedom from all Law of 
the Numbers, into the Mind, in which everyone ia King 
and Priest in his own Home. God send it on Earth as it is 
in Heaven." The tone is gentle here, yet it still has toler- 
ance chiefly for the saved in Blake's eyes. But no doubt 
even the condemned will have many other chances in the 
cycles. "The world of imagination", he writes in The Last 
Judgment, "is a world of reality. It is the divine bosom 
into which we shall all go after the death of the vegetated 
body. This world of imagination is infinite and eternal, 
whereas the world of generation or vegetation is finite and 
temporal. There exist in that eternal world the eternal 
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realities of everything whieli we see reflected in this vege- 
table glass of nature." The quality of eternity is perfect 
truth and undertaking, from which man fell, and to 
which he returns in proportion to the rapidity with which 
he grasps Imagination and Vision and ceases to believe in 
the verity of Nature and the senses. When he has returned 
to the primal state, Reason and Peeling will be merged in 
Imagination; yet even so, these will continue contending 
in him, giving him clearer and profouuder knowledge of 
the nature of God and Christ, knowledge of whom — and of 
man — is of i nfini ty possibility. For I cannot agree with Dr. 
Pierce" that perfect balance vas what Blake preached 
for his ideal man. Bather I think he expected men to go on 
contending and growing till the end of time, if not eternally. 
M. Bei^r says of the former (p. 130), "Before the begin- 
ning of Time they (the Zoas) were united in the universal 
brotherhood of Eden, and at the end of Time they will be 
united again for all eternity. Meanwhile, it is their strug- 
gles and their changing fortunes that make our world what 
it is : the dream-filled sleep of Man upon the Bock of Ages. ' ' 
With Dr. Pierce's permission, there is no harmony and bal- 
ance in man here until the end of Time, if even then ; where- 
as he holds that Blake preached it for earth. Blake desired 
spiritual conflict on earth, not peace. Spiritual peace was 
aeons beyond, and seen but with the imaginative eye. 



Of interest, finally, to our inquiry, are traces of affinity 
in Blake with our own planet and time. He was a pioneer 
in English romanticism," and English romanticism still 
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lives. Are some of his favorite notiouB, now thst romanti- 
cism b&s caught up with him, more geaerallj ahroadt I 
think there are several. For example, Blake's romantic 
forgiveness of sinners has a modem ring. Our sentimental 
contention, again, that when we sin in man's sight we do 
not sin in God's, appears in To the Christiana. "He wbo 
despises and mocks a Mental Gift in another, calling it 
pride and selfishness and sin, mocks Jesus tie giver of 
every Mental Gift, which always appear to the ignorance- 
loving Hypocrite as Sins: but that which is a sin in the 
night of cruel man, is not so in the sight of our kind God." 
The Divine Image, on the other hand, is a noble and 
poetical exaltation of man into fellowship with an anthro- 
pomorphic Deity, but it is found in the Songs of Innocence : 

"To Mercy, Pity, Peace and Love, 

All pray in their distress, 
And to these virtues of delight 

Return their thankfulness. 

For Mercy, Pity, Peace and Love 

Is God our Tether dear; 
And Mercy, Pity, Peace and Love 

Is man, His child and care. 

For Mercy has a human heart; 

Pity a human face; 
And Love, the human form divine; 

And Peace, the human dress. 

Then every man, of every clime, 

That prays in his distress. 
Prays to the human form divine; 

Love, Mercy, Pity, Peace. 

And all must love the human form, 

In heathen, Turk, or Jew, 
Where Mercy, Love, and Pity dwell. 

There God is dwelling too." 
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In the Songs of Experience, in which Blake sets forth the 
world we live in, as contrasted with Uie ideal world of the 
Songs of Innocence, Tke Divine Image is parodied in The 
Human Abstract. 

"Pity would be no more 

If we did not make eomebody poor," 

says he. In The Songs of Experience, again, he anticipates 
the nineteenth and twentieth centuries in their sympathy 
for children who toil,— -or study. 

The Little Vagabond makes application of Blake's 
easy-going theories to the Church, and embodies, with grim 
exaggeration, our current notion that the Church should 
be wanner, pleasanter and more human. If you would have 
us exchange the ale-house for the church, says the impish 
Vagabond, give us some of the prerogatives of the ale- 
house. A like case is modem education, where "holding the 
child in school," especially the odd one, tabes the form of 
allowing him to amuse himself, retain his peculiarities and 
express his impiilses, under guidance. Blake thought little 
of guidance himself. He lacked formal education, and was 
{^ad of it ; and his culture was acquired as a concomitant 
to his writing and painting." "He wanted supremacy of 
freedom with intensity of faith," says Swinburne, To be 
both a Christian and a Pagan was aa essential to him as 
poetry and painting. Such a life as Blake's, as Mr. Benson 
observes in his Essays," was an attempt at reconciling the 
equally tyrannical claims upon Man of Beauty and of Re- 
li^on. 

But Blake substituted feeling for judgment, and called 
Imagination justice. He did not sympathize with evil, he 
advocated evil, that Christ might forgive and that man 

'• W. M. Bmittti: "Blake'* Poetical Worki," pp. XIV-XV, 
" pp. ITB-B. 
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mi^t obtain salvation. He forgot Psol's admonition to 
the Romans. "What shall we say thenf Shall we continue 
in sin, that grace may abound T God forbid!" Indeed, 
Beeching's emphasis on the Pauline element in Blake does 
not strike us as sound. On the contrary, "Paul will be 
read of in Blake along with Gonstantiue, Charlemagne and 
Luther, as one who was not a whole-hearted upholder of 
Por^veness as the only Christ," says Ellis." 

Richard Le GalHenne'* is impressed with the exqui- 
site simplicity and perfection of true Christianity, and de- 
clares the world has never yet tested the Gospel. Profes- 
sor Royee finds a simple return to primitive Christianity 
inadequate.'" To Eueken" Christianity is a "a pro- 
gressive historic movement still in the making." Mer- 
edith saw Christ oftenest righteously angry and scoui^- 
ing folly. These men are all reverent. In his vision of 
Jesus, Blake was not. A world of Pharisees had embittered 
him, hence his conception of Christ is not lovely. Hi& 
idea of Jesus distorts the Christian theories of forgiveness, 
sacrifice, and salvation. Of course his precise relation to 
changing Christianity remains problematical ; on the whole, 
however, to understand his Christianity is to abandon it. 
Smethan" turns sadly away from it without even examin- 
ing it. Beeching and Spurgeon and others read orthodoxy 
into it. 

In that chaotic, mystical volume, too radical for the 
orthodox, too orthodox for the radical, The Finality of 
Christianity, Prof. Geoi^e Burman Foster writes: 

'» "TUB B<al Blake," p. BBS. 

<• "Tbe Religion ot > Utanij Uan." 

■0 "What !■ Vital in OhriBlisnilrt" ("Harrard Tbaoloilcal Barlsw," II, 

p. 342). 
.. ..n— T^. atill Bo Ohrialianil" TraDBlatBd by Lucy JndjB Qibaon, 1M4, 

WoTka," p. 14E, sd. by Wm. Davlei, 1013. 
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"Not to shrink back from the indispensable but peri- 
lous task of releasing the gold from the dross, the kernel 
from the shell, the gospel in its purity and simplicity from 
time historical beliefs — that is the duty of the hour, a duty 
which no calumny and ridicule, no loss and no cross, should 
prevent the lover of his kind from consmnmating."" 

Blake himself did not shrink back ; he was unafraid ; he 
found Chriatianity the divinest thing in the universe ; but 
for a Christ meek, lowly, long-suffering and at peace, he 
substituted a Christ proud, haughty, imperious and war- 
like. Something of the vigor of his conception is undoubt- 
edly entering into our modem visions; most of its wrath 
has happily evaporated. Even the warring nations are call- 
ing upon the Father, not upon the Son. 



* For (ometbluE In the Bune itrftln ace Hr. Sdwtrd Qaraett'a "Mr. George 
Moor.'. Nhw Ohriiit." a rnviaw of "The Brook Kerith" ("The D«l°' 
book in the September "AendemT," 
r 19. IBia — "Moore'i the Pitjr" 
if Jeana" — sre itinclnc oritleltmi 
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The Influence of William Blake on 
William Butler Yeats 

SwiNBDBNE understood Blake, but did not imitate his 
myHticism. Wordsworth and Coleridge appreciated him, 
but did not follow him. I doubt if Pater or Francis Thomp- 
son ever penetrated far into his Prophetical Books, though 
the enthusiasm of both for Blake is well known ; and when 
Bliss Carman celebrates him in By the A-ureUan WeU antJ 
Other Elegies it is under the title The CouTitry of Har, for 
the Centenary of Blake's Songs of Innocence. Mr. Shaw's 
new Christianity, in his Preface (1915) to Androcles and 
the Lion, has marked affinities with Blake 's when he writes 
"Gentle JesoB, meek and mild is a snivelling modern 
invention, with no warrant in the Gospel"; or when he is 
composing the section which he calls The Savage John and 
the CivUieed Jesus; but 1 see no evidence that he drew di- 
rectly upon Blake ; especially since it is Communism which 
he sees essentially in Christianity, and preaches. The New 
Christianity of Mr. George Moore's Brook Kerith, 1916, 
again, is forged only in part out of Blake 's : for it mainly 
continues Mr. Shaw's attack on PaullniBtic ChrlBtianity ; 
but to the extent of having Christ rise again to abjure his 
proud claims as Messiah and the Son of God and to con- 
tinue his life quietly as a humble shepherd. 

But all agree that Yeats has been somehow influenced 

by Blake. With Mr. Ellis he made an exhaustive study of 

the Prophetical Boohs for their great three-volume edition 

of Blake, 1893. Mr. Moore's Ave is filled with Teats and 
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Blake, and tells (p. 47) ho/w Moore ajid Teats ar^ed over 
the Book of Tiel (shouldn't it read Thell) and how Yeats 
lined his walls with Blake engravings, Yeats' Ideas of 
Oood and EvU takes its title from Blake," and assigns two 
papers to him, with other references. The Cutting of an 
Agate refers to Blake a half dozen times. Like Blake, Mr. 
Yeats admits that he "sees" things; and like Blake, again, 
he is fond of distinguishing between allegory and vision; 
or as he prefers to call it, symbolism. Kis imagination is 
of Blake's intuitive type, though less powerful, and has 
much of Blake's clearness of outline; as compared, at 
least, with Maeterlinck's vaguer abstractive symbolism. 

Yeats was conversant with Oriental mysticism and 
Irish spirits before he knew Blake's Prophetical Books, as 
we leam from the Preface to Volume I of the Ellis- Yeats 
edition. Yet his later intensive study of Blake deepened 
his susceptibility to Vision and Imagination. "The mys- 
ticism which is implicit in the poems becomes explicit and 
definite in certain books of prose," says Eugene Mason in 
The Poet as Mystic; WUUam Butler Yeats (A Book of Pre- 
ferences in Literature, 1915). These prose volumes are 
The Celtic Twilight, 1893, Ideas of Good and EvU, 1903, 
and The Cutting of an Agate, 1912, "Art and Poetry", 
says the Ellis- Yeats Preface, "by constantly using symbo- 
lism, continually remind us that nature itself is a symboL 
To remember this is to be redeemed from nature's death 
and destruction. This is Blake's message." The Celtic 
Twilight describes a Visionary" reminding one much of 

■•See "The Po«nu ol William Bl»ke," edited by W. B. Yeftli, p. 2*1. 
(The Mnies' Lihnry). 

•■Mentioned s(sin in "Ideas of Oood end' Evil" (io "Bpe&kinK to the 
Psaltery," 11) and coupled there with Blake and his "Bongs of Inno. 
cence." In "Edmund Spenser," IX ("The CuUIqe of an Agate." IBli) 
Yeata adds, "I find that though I love symboUam, which ii often the 
only fitting apeech for eome myaterj of diBembodisd life, I un for the 
moat part bored by allegory, which is made, as Blake aaya, 'by the 
daughters of memory.' and coldly, with no wizard freniy." 
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Blake, for be sees, paints, and writes about vision. This 
man (who is, I daresay, A. E.) is peculiarly Celtic, accord- 
- ing to Teats, — who believes, by the way, that Blake was 
Irish. Mr. Symons takes issae with that in his book on 
Blake. — Another section of The Celtic Twilight, — A 
Voice, discloses Teats himself seeing a vision, but not a fan- 
tastic vision, — ^whieh he says is not the primary quality of 
Irish imagination, — but a beautiful mild vision, "peaceful 
like the faces of animals. ' ' The terror of Blake 's figures is 
not in Teats' visions, which are rarified and refined. He 
does not see ghosts of fleas. Tet one of his Irishmen in 
The Celtic Twilight declares in Blake's vein, "I have seen 
Hell myself. I bad sight of it one time in a vi^on." The 
dreaminess of Teats', as compared with the realism of 
Blake's vision, is brought out in the book by Teats' refer- 
ence to "bodiless moods" and by his question, "What is 
literature but the expression of moods by the vehicle of 
symbol or incident t" 

"All sounds, all colours, all forms, either because of 
their pre-ordained enet^es or because of long association, 
evoke indefinable yet precise emotions, or, as I prefer to 
think, call down among us certain disembodied powers, 
whose footsteps over our hearts we call emotions, ' ' he vmtes 
in The Symbolism of Poetry {Ideas of Good avd EvU) . In 
The Moods {idem) he follows Blake in holding that argu- 
ment, theory, erudition, and reason are means, not ends,^ 
illusions, Teats B&ys, "to serve the moods." Mood is too 
weak a word for Blake, who would say Imagination. Teats 
sees some such difference in himself and Blake in bis 
Magic, VI (id.), when he writes, "What matter 'if God him- 
self only acts or is in existing beings or men', as Blake be- 
lieved f We must none the less admit that invisible beings, 
far wandering influences, shapes that may have floated 
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from a hermit in tiie wilderness, brood over council-cham- 
bers and studies and battle-fields," The contrast between 
Blake's power of sight and Yeata' comes out at the end of 
Syntiolism in Painting (id,), in which a brilliant pas- 
sage from Blake, describing his yiBionajy sense, is quoted 
and followed by an example of Yeats 's own experience of 
a troop of blue people who appeared to him with little roses 
embroidered on their robes. In WHUam Blake and His 
Illustrations, indeed, Yeate says Blake was "a too literal 
realist of the imagination, as others are of nature." He 
was a ^mbolist, again, ' ' who had to invent hia symbols, ' ' 
who, if he had gone to Ireland for them would have chosen 
"the sacred mountains, along whose sides the peasant stiU 



What Yeats gets especially from Blake is his theory 
that Imagination is greater than Reason. ' ' I have observed 
dreams and visions very carefully," he writes in The 
Philosophy of Shelley's Poetry, and I am now certain 
that the imagination has some way of lighting on the truth 
that the reason has not, and that its commandments, de- 
livered when the body is still and the reason silent, are 
the most binding we can ever know." In Discoveries: The 
Subject Matter of Drama we learn that experience is wa- 
ter, emotion, wine. The Black and White Arrows (Dis- 
coveries) with its refrain of Instinct versus Reason may 
well be quoted entire; for "instinct," according to Yeata, 
"creates the recurring and the beautiful, all the winding 
of the serpent; but reason, the most ugly man, as Blake 
ealled it, is the drawer of the straight line, the maker of the 
arbitrary and the impermanent, for no recurring ^ring 
will ever bring again yesterday's clock. Sanctity has ita 
strai^t line also, darting from the centre, and with these 
arrows the many-cc^ured serpent, theme of all our poetry, 
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is maimed and hunted. He that finds the white arrow shall 
have wisdom older than the serpent, bat what of the black 
arrow! How much knowledge, bow heavy a quiver of the 
crow-feathered ebony can the aoul endure T" 

The result of all this is admirably expressed by For- 
rest Reid in his W. B. Yeats; A Critical Study, p. 214. 
Like his philosophy, Teats' mystic morality "reveals an 
aspect of the truth, but if we ask if it is a revelation of the 
whole of truth it fails signally. For this reason, perhaps, 
it comes to us more convincingly, certainly more persua- 
8i«ly, when it is still merely intuitive," Trained intui- 
tioDEilly by Blake, Yeats follows Shelley in his search for 
the eternal beauty ; which both attain intellectually as well 
as emotionally, by the way. " 'Go put off holiness and put 
on intellect!' cries Blake, and Owen Aheme and Michael 
Bobartes echo that cry, though in other moods Mr. Yeats 
may make a paradox about the wisdom of fools," writes 
Mr. Reid, (page 218). After aU, Blake and Shelley "used 
their heads", and Mr. Yeata does, too, to write such ex- 
quisitely finished poetry and prose as he does; but Yeats 
loves dreams best, moods next, thought last. 

Among Yeats' plays only one shows strong marks of 
Blake. This is the prose draina Where There is Nothing; 
which has for its hero Paul Ruttledge, a man who scorns 
laws, philosophies, institutions, the Church and Reason. 
Strip the Ibsen, the Irish, the Borrowian, and the Yeats' 
elements from Paul, and the residue is Blake reincarn- 
ated." Paul is a country gentleman who desires to "live 
above control", so he goes wandering with tinkers and mar- 
ries one of their number. Sabina is as devoted to him as 
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Catlterine Blake was to Blake, bat unlike Catherine, she re- 
tains but small hold on him; he leaves her, and dies un- 
oonseious of her presence. But Paul has Blake in mind in 
Act III when he says, "Some poet has written that exuber- 
ance is beauty, and that the roadway of excess leads to the 
palace of wisdom", "As I can't leap &om cloud to dond", 
he says in Blake's vein, "I want to wander from road to 
road." In his reference in Act III to the old impossible 
saying of turning the other cheek, he has Blake in mind 
again ; as when Blake says, for example, 

"He has observed the golden rule 
Till he's become the golden fool". 

There is much talk throuifhout the piece about getting away 
from law and number. "I have learned," says Paul, "that 
one needs a religion bo wholly supernatural, that is 30 op- 
posed to the order of nature, that the world can never cap- 
ture it.'' 

The hero attacks Newton in Act I, and in his great 
speech in Act IV declares the Laws were the first sin; that 
"everything that desires" is full of God's will. "The 
Christian's business is not reformation but revelation," he 
declares. He attacks the churches, and says Christ came 
to overthrow government and all settled order. In the 
last act he turns upon organized reform, and declares, 
again in Blakcan terms, "God will accomplish his last 
judgment, first in one man's mind and then in anotJier. 
He is always plamiing last judgments. And yet it takes a 
long time, and that is why he laments in the wind and in 
the reeds and in the cries of the curlews." "At death," 
says he, "the soul comes into possession of itself, and re- 
turns to the joy that made it". Finally he expresses 
Blab's nihilism in an extreme form in the words, "We 



J by Google 



other Essays and Notes 

must destroy the World ; we must destroy everything that 
has Law and Number, for where there is nothing, there is 
God," This coveted region he defines in Where There 
is Nothing (The Secret Rose) as the void beyond the nine 
eryatalline spheres. 

In his William Blake, M. Berger has said that "Mr. 
Yeats has made us feel through his poems as if much of the 
spirit of our great mystic were again living in him." I 
cannot see much direct influence myself on Yeats as a poet. 
Aedh, Hanrahan and Michael Bobartes of The Secret Rose 
are Eiymbols of moods ; oftener Mr. Yeats takes his symbols 
from sun, moon, trees, flowers and animals. The Wind 
Among the Beeds, 1899, is most symbolic, and disparages 
reality. In these poems "woman is an unwitting messen- 
ger frtmi the world of immortals, bringing word of immor- 
tal desires, and urging the lover to long for the end of 
Time and Birth and Change ; and happy are those who 
understand with Blake that the pasdons are tJie angels 
of God."" 

I fancy that Yeats' early poems drew some of their 
simplicity from Blake's Songs of Innocence, but I cannot 
prove the point. He doesn'tsay so in his Bevenes over CAiW- 
hood and Youth, 1916. Surely his fairies are Ireland's. 
They are philosophical fairies, though, in whose company 
we are consciously free." — As for Yeats' epigrams and 
later realistic work in The Oreen Selmet and ResponsibtU- 
ties, — they are parallels, at times, but nothing more, t« 
Blake's petulant utterances of like sort. Both men — 
Blake in his stni^le for existence, Yeats in his experience 
with the management of bis theatre — are mystics who 
awake with a shock when they strike upon the rocks of 

•'J. M. Hone: "William Butler Teats," p. S7. 
*• Bh "The LivlDK Age," toI. 276, p. 4S3. 
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that reality whicli they would have us feel elsewhere 
is illusion. Yet that iUnsioo, in spite of his new man- 
ner, is what the world still looks for in Teats, — 
the fairies, the wise fools, the aspiring souls of 
his early and middle poems, of his poetical dramas and of 
Where There is Nothing, — ^not the bitterness of his epi- 
grams, not the annoyances of real men and women, not 
the new Hour Glass of the RespoimH^ies, not the revised 
Where There is Nothing of The Unicorn from the Stars. 
After all, when Teats' writing is done, the scholar he men- 
tions in his Philosophy of SheUey's Poetry as more intel- 
lectual than intuitive, may yet do him the service of &A- 
lating his texts and pointing out which is his true work and 
which are his concessions to the world of natural thii^ 
and to that Ireland which he nobly serves. 
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William Vaughn Moody's Feeling for the 
Seventeenth Century 

William Vaughn Moody's characterization of the 
temperament of his friend Trumbull Stickney {North 
American Review, Vol. 183, p. 1005) as "a solid rock 
basis of FnritaniBm covered with the flowers and vines of 
a pagan sensibility, and interpenetrated as by veins of fire 
-with a passionate poetic imagination" is qitite as appli- 
cable to his own. "Yon have only to scratch a Cavalier 
ever so lightly to flnd below the surface a Puritan in full 
theological panoply," says Professor Manly in his Intro- 
duction to the Poems and Plays of Moody. Moody was 
bom and reared a Puritan. But he "fused his ancient cos- 
mology and theology with his evolutionary theories, re- 
charactered his God, as so many of us have done, and 
achieved a poetic solution of the universe," continues Mr. 
Manly. Elsewhere in the essay the same writer speaks of 
"the union of religious mysticism and joy in the sensuous 
life which is the dominant note of all Moody's later work." 

The Greek, the Hebraic, the Christian, the Oriental, 
the Mediieval, the French, the German, the Italian, the 
English and the American strains are either quite appar- 
ent in Moody's work, or are pointed out by "Mr. Manly in 
his Introduction. What is a little less on the surface, or 
what at least we do not yet find emphasized, is the influence 
on Moody of the English seventeenth century. Mr. 
Charlton M. Lewis, for instance, in a study of Moody 
in the Tale Review, July, 1913, allies the poet, to 
[96] 
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some extent, witii the symbolists, and points out the influ- 
ence in his work of Leopard!, Leon Dierx, Shelley, the Pre- 
Raphaelites, Arnold, Coventry Patmore, and TrumbuB 
Stickney. Bnt Milton and the seventeenth century are not 



Yet Moody's pieces of scholarly and critical WMk, 
The Complete Poetical Works of John Milt<»i (Cambridge 
Edition) and Bunyan's Pilgrim's Progress, fall in the sev- 
enteenth century. Again, his chapter on The Seventeenth 
Century : Nonrdramatic lAterature Before the Bestoraiion, 
in Moody and Lovett's A History of English Literature" 
is a triumph in condensation and appreciation of the spirit 
of the period. And the poem Thammuz owed its suggestion 
to Paradise Lost. 

In his Ode in Time of Hesitation the poet turns instinc- 
tively to Milton ; 

"Are we the eagle nation Milton saw 
Mewing its mighty youth. 
Soon to poaseBB the mouutain winds of trath, 
And be a Bwift famihar of the aun 
WhOTe aye before God's face hia trumpets runt" 

"When at last his duty as a patriot was done, he turned 
at once to his deferred ta^" says Moody of Mil ^. on and 
his Epic. So, when Moody had written his Ode and his 
lyrics ; when he had tau^t EngliEdi and written his plays, 
he could turn to the completion of his Trilogy; namely, 
his Pire-Bringer, his Masque of Judgment find bis Death 
of Eve. Of this work William Morton Payne writes in the 
Dvd, 53, 484: "It is Milton's attempt to 'justify the ways 
of God to man' coupled with the attempt of the later poets 
to justify the ways of man to God. It is the Great Bjn- 
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thesis andertaken by the emancipated modem spirit, the 
fuBLQg of Ood and his world into a monistic systfim." To 
this, however, we add Professor Mimly's qualiftring words: 
"Moody's conception of Ood was not, for all his insistence 
upon the inseparableness of Ood and man, pantheistic." 
May Sinclair, in the Atlantic, 98, 1906, calls him "the poet 
of revolt against spiritual immensities"; but also "the poet 
of reoonciliatiwi and reconstruction". 

The choice of the term Masque'" for his poem recalls 
Moody's words on Comus: "It was characteristic of Milton 
that he should have put a serious moral lesson into a form 
of spectacular and lyric entertainment usually of the most 
frivolous Mnd. Fortunately, his power as an artist was 
so developed that he could charge the delicate texture of 
his masque with ethical doctrine, without at all marring its 
airy beauty." 

The statement applies equally to The Masque of 
Judgment, Moreover, "In the approved epic manner," he 
says of Paradise Lost, "Milton opens his poem in the mid- 
dle of the action, after the rebellious angels have been cast 
down into Hell. The earlier events are given in retrospec- 
tive narrative by the archangel Baphael and Adam." 
Moody opens the Masque of Judgment with a Prelude, 
spoken by Kaphael, Uriel, two shepherds, a boy and a girl. 
Its tone is at once reminiscent of Comus; it is youtMul, 
pastoral, and lyrical. As narrative, however, it is retrospec- 
tive. Without specific reference it sums up the motives of 
the Fire-Bringer, which, like Milton, begins without pre- 
lude, ' ' in the middle of the action. ' ' 

>o In a Utter to Ferdinanc 

"I *in at work now o . ... 

lyric. iMUHlranntic; I rtaU try I _^ ._ 

br calllni it ■ Uagqne," Moody wrote the "Masqi 
edited UUtOD inriag tbe years ISST-ISOO. (See D 
Lettsra of William Vanchn Moody"). In the ik 
Moody caUs the "Maaqne" a "kind of Hebce- 
Profeuar Manly comparea the poam to a mediaeval 
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As Professor Manly points out, the parte of the Tril<^y 
were not written in their logical order. If the Frehide to 
the Masque of Judgment embodies the spirit of Comus {and 
throQghoat we recall Moody's words on Milton, "He 
learned how to borrow without imitation") ; if tiie Masque 
of Judgment proper is inspired in part by Comus, by Para- 
dise Lost, by Blahe and others, then the Fire-Bringer is 
Moody's effort "to bring over into English the gravity and 
calm dignil? of the Greek tragedies," as it was Milton's in 
Samson Agonistes. Finally, the Death of Eve is Miltonic 
and more : it strives to embody the spiritual straggles and 
the spiritual victories of the ages since the greater poet 
wrot«. 

Miltonic, too, is t^e dread ohai^ in the Daguerreotype : 

"Take your eyes from me, leave me to my shame. 
Or else if gaze they mast. 

Steel them with judgment, darken them with blame ; 
Bat by the ways of light ineffable 
Yon bade me go and I have faltered from, 
By the low waters moaning out of bell 
Whereto my feet have come 
Lay not on me those intolerable 
Looks of rejoicing love, of pride, of happy tmet I ' ' 

The Daguerreotype, furthermore, though it is much 
admired, errs in some degree on the^ very aide of the vices 
with which Moody chains the young Milton and the seven- 
teenth century; namely, " conceitfuluess, exa^eration and 
tasteless ingenuity." The tortured outpourings of the poet 
before the childlike earnestness and grace of his mother 
at seventeen are not quite manly; certain lines have 
Donne outdone, while tiie comparison of his "bringiiigs- 
[99] 
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in, his dmngs-fine" to broken wine- jars, whence "the stale 
breath Bickens, reeking from the shard" are conceited, 
strained and in imagerf out of keeping with the face he 
gazes on. For truer, more classic grace we turn from The 
Daguerreotype to Faded Pictures. 

Better taste, too, characterizes IJntU the Troubling of 
the Waters. Tet that sincere admirer of Moody's poetry, 
May Sinclair observes,' ^ " In this the imagination is superb, 
the psychology audacious and on the whole overstrained. 
And yet," she continues, "we get the sharp vibrating hu- 
man note in this poem and in one other. The Daguerreotype, 
in which imagination and emotion are fused. . . . Hia 
quality is opulence, a certain gorgeousness, that is never 
barbaric, owing to his power of classic restraint." 

Miss Sinclair's criticism of the two poems is true of 
Moody's style generally. That "drowning out by Uie music 
of an over full orchestra" which many of us feel is one 
characteristic of Moody, Miss Sinclair explains indireetiy 
in another sentence. "He is an exile in New York," says 
she, "hungering for the beautiful and spiritual lands." 
Moody was modem, American, most spiritually minded, 
part and apart from an age of great issues, of injustice to 
the poor, of exaltation of the worthy and the unworthy. 
He escaped, in several ways ; — for one, he threw himself 
into a century with all the fervor and color of our own, 
but with a spirituality excelling it. 

Tet no one who has drunk at the fountain of seven- 
teenth century English is fascinated by its spirituality only. 
"What did John Donne embody, that he should found a 
school and still attract Moody and the modem world I Pro- 
fessor Saintsbury tells as in the Introduction to Donne's 

•> "A*l»iitic" TOl. 98. 
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Poems, the Muses Library, p. xxiv. "It is indeed possible," 
says he, "that the ouioii of the sensual, intellectual, poetical 
and religious temperaments is not so very rare ; but it is 
rarely voiceful. That it existed in Donne preeminently, 
and that it found voice in him as it never has done before or 
since, no one who knows his life or works can doubt." "His 
nature was extraordinarily complex," says Charles Eliot 
Norton in his edition of tiie Love Poems of John Donne, 
p. vi. "Heaven and earth contended in it with a force 
that made life a succession of alternating exaltation and 
depression, loftiness and baseness, rapture and despair. 
His work, whether in prose or verse, is the expression of a 
powerful intelligence, a passionate temperament and a vi- 
vid imagination irregularly snbject to the check of a keen, 
practical understanding." 

In Song-Flower and Poppy, II, At Assisi, Moody sings : 

"Too pui^^d of earth's good glee and strife 
Too drained of the honied lusts of life, 
Was the peace these old saints won! 



Men baild aod plan, but the soul of man 
Coming' with haughty eyes to scan. 
Feels richer, wilder need." 

Richer, wilder need, saints still thrilling with the love 
of life are our legacy from English seventeenth century 
poets and churchmen, — Milton, Bnnyan, Donne, Vaughan, 
Herbert, Grashaw, — saints and sinners all, in their degree, 
men of flesh and spirit, whose failings we all know from 
their writings, and read, — recalling, perhaps, Browning's 
tributes to art and men not whoUy blameless, and Blake's 
proud acceptance of all the universe, good and evil. 

Of Donne's poetry Moody himself says, "In moments 
of iUtunination, it becomes wonderfully poignant and direct, 
[101] 
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heart-Bearching in its simple human accents, witii an or- 
finality and force for which we look in vain among the 
clear and fluent melodies of the Elizabethan lyrists." Again 
the words might be written of Moody's own poetry. We 
have harmonies and melodies and discords in plenty today ; 
but hardly in any one poet the poignancy, directness, hnman- 
ity, originality and force that are Moody's. — Of Sir Thomas 
Browne he says: "His mind was deeply tinged with mel- 
ancholy, and he shared the prevalent tendency toward reli- 
gious mysticism. But these qualities are oddly infused 
with scepticism flowing from his scientiflc studies, a kind 
of dreamy, half-credulous scepticism, very different from 
Bacon's clear-cut rational view of things, but more charac- 
teristic of an age in which medisBval and modem ways of 
thought were still closely mingled t(^ther. ... He loves 
to stand before the face of the Eternal and the Infinite un- 
til the shows of life fade away, and he is filled with a pas- 
sionate quietude and humility." In Moody medUBval and 
modem ways of thought are conBciouBly mingled together. 
In Good Friday Night the sceptical modem kneels at last, 
filled with passionate ecstacy and humility, before the 
medieval image of the mother of Christ, his mother, the 
mother of all. In Moody's letters, too, who does not hear 
Browne's organ notes reecho T — ^No one, again, has written 
80 justly of the spirituality of Fletcher's Christ Victory and 
Triumph on Earth and in Heaven, "The last canto," he 
says, "which deals with the entrance of Christ into Het^ven, 
is the most beautiful part of the poem. It is a great Easter 
Hynm, expressing the joy of earthly and heavenly things 
isen Redeemer." 

eventeenth century is famous for the vividness of 
tion of Deity. Moody says of Craf^aw, "He 
aptures of the soul visited l^ divine love, in terms 
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as concrete and glowing as any human lover ever used to 
celebrate an earthly passion." The saperhoman but liv- 
ing actaality of the Father and the San are carried farther 
by Moody. The Three Angels, The Troubling of the Wa- 
ters, Jetsam, The Faith Sealer, and the Trilogy disclose 
fear, hatred, adoration, gratitude, despair, — the gamut of 
religions feelings. "In Bnnyan," says Moody, "we see in 
its most intense form the religious excitement of the seven- 
teenth century, and also the qualities of imagination which 
make him so powerful a writer." In Moody, in his turn, 
we see in words of fiame the religious excitement, scepti- 
cism and imagination of the nineteenth and twentieth cen- 
turies. 

Moody nowhere shows his greatness as a poet more 
than in his treatment of girlhood. In his letters he rhap- 
sodizes over her sheer loveliness as do his friend Stickney, 
Walter Savage Landor and the young Milton of the Latin 
Elegies ; but in his poetry he strikes out a fine imaginative 
line like that in The Fountain -. 

"That tawny budding giri, eameBt and vague," 

or one all lyrical as in Heart's Wild-Flower: 



or adores a real girl with seventeenth century Platonic 
fervor in Dawn Parley. His women, moreover, are triumph- 
ant, comparable with Meredith 's in power, though more ele- 
mentally women ; women emotionaly or spiritually strong. 
With knowledge of them profounder even than Dfoine's, 
Moody 's are the women Donne sings in The Autumnal, that 
eulogy of the noble mother of the Herberts, the warrior 
and the saint : 
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"If 'twere a ahame to love, here 'twere no shame, 
Affection here takes Reverence's name." 

Professor Manly observes that "Moody's poetry was 
growing into fuller and foller kinship with that of the elder 
and most authentic poete of our tongue, while retaining 
its unmistakable individuality. — Traces of Shakespeare, of 
Milton, of Seats, of Browning, of Kosaetti, of William Mor- 
ris, of Walt Whitman," continues Professor Manly, "one 
may find either in theme, or tone, or rhythm, or, though 
seldom, in phrasal echo." Passion, color, imagination, 
imagery (sometimes strained), mysticism, melancholy, love 
of women and religious fervor Moody owed, in part, to the 
seventeenth century. When we walk in England with 
Milton, Bunyan, Browne, Walton, Donne, Yaughan, Her- 
bert and Crashaw, Moody walks with us; when we work 
with Moody in America, or follow the Qleam with him over 
Europe, the great Englishmen of the seventeenth century 
accompany us soberly, with stnmg grave faces. 

Additional Note on the Sources of Moody's Thammuz" 

I daresay that most readers of William Vaughn 
Moody's poetry are puzzled by his Thammuz. In four 
stanzas the poet embodies his conception of life as a fusion 
of religious mysticism and pagan joy. His sources are the 
Bible, Milton, the myth of Orpheus, and Euripides. 

In On the Morning of Christ's Nativity, 204, Milton 
writes, 

"In vain the Tyrian maids their Thammuz mourn," 

while at line 460 oi Paradise Lost he expands Ezekiel VIII, 
14, as follows : 

" "Tho Di»l," April IB, 1918. 

[104] 



uvGoc^lc 



other Essays and Notes 

"Thammaz came next behind, 
Whose annnal woond in Lebanon allured 
The Syrian damsels to lament his fate 
In amorous ditties all a summer's day, 
While smooth Adonis from his native rock 
Ran purple to the sea, supposed with blood 
Of Thaiomuz yearly wounded : the love-tale 
Infected Sion's daoghters with like heat, 
Whose wanton passions in the sacred porch 
Kzekiel saw, when, by the vision led, 
His eye surveyed the dark idolatries 
Of alienated Judah," 

In his edition of The Complete Poetical Works of John 
MUton, Cambridge Edition, 1899, p. 395, Moody has the 
following note on Milton's Thammuz : "An important figure 
in Phoenician mythology. He was slain by a boar in Le- 
banon, but comes to life each spring, his death and resusci- 
tation symbolizing the destructive forces of winter and the 
quickening forces of spring. When the river Adonis be- 
came reddened by the mud brought down from Lebantm by 
the spring torrents, it was believed to be the flowing afredi 
of Thammuz's wounds which caused the change of color." 

In Moody's Thammuz the god is represented as killed 
by frenzied women. This conception is not innate in the 
Thanunuz-Adonis myth, so Moody effected a combination 
of tiie Orpheus story, where love-maddened nymphs day 
the hapless singer, with the Bacchae of Euripides, in 
which women crazed by Dionysus tear Penthens to pieces. 

I now venture to quote Thammuz entire : 

"Daughters, daughters do ye grieve t 
Crimson dark the freshes flow! 
Were ye violent at evef 
Crimson stains where the rushes growt 
What is this that I must knowt 
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"Moumere by the dark red waters, 
Met ye Thammaz at hie playt 
Was your mood upon you, daughtersf 
Had ye drunken T how grey 
Looks your hair in the liBiag' dayl 

"Mourners, mourn not overmuch 
That ye slew yonr lovdy one. 
Sudi ye are ; and be ye such ! 
Lift your heads ; the waters run 
Ruby bright in the climbing sun. 

"Raven hair and hair of gold. 
Look who bendeth over you I 
This is not the shepherd old; 
This is Thammuz, irtiom ye slerw, 
Radiant Thammuz, risen anew!" 
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William Vaughn Moody and William Blake 

Of William Yai^Im Moody's Idea of Qod, Professor 
Manly says (Introduction to Poems and Poetic Dramas of 
William Vaughn Moody," p. xi.n.) : "It was not a formal 
philoaophical conception, but a poetical vision incorporating 
the meet diverse elements of culture." I believe that no 
one has yet pointed out that the writings of WUliam Blake 
were one element of that culture. "God figures ambigu- 
ously in Moody's poetry," continues Mr. Manly; "some- 
times as the Puritan Qod, whom he does not love and in 
whom he does not believe ; sometimes as the no less anthro- 
pomorphic Ood from whom he cannot keep his fellowship 
and love. ' ' 

Now Blake had two Qods also, — ^the "Qoi of this 
World," corresponding to Moody's Puritan God, and the 
Supreme God, whose anthropomorphic nature he set forth 
in his painting, his lyrics, and his Prophetical Books. 

Moody was no such heretic as Blake, yet in his Masque 
of Judgment he "spoke out in meeting," — to use his 
own words in a letter to Professor Schevill, June 8, 1897. 
To Mra. Toy again (Bee. 12, 1900) he writes that the poem 
is "a plea for passion as a means of salvation everywhere 
latent." The mythological machinery, he says, "^jTubolizes 
the opposed doctrine — that of the denial of life. As 
Christianity (contrary to the wish and meaning of its foun- 
der) has historically linked itself with this doctrine, I in- 
cluded certain aspects of it in this mythological apparatus — 
always with a semi-satirical intention." Moody's satire and 
passion here correspond to Blake's war on historical Chris- 
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tianity, and his exaltation of Imagination. Of course they 
do not include Blake's Everlasting Gk)spel of Jesus, with its 
theory of constant and willing forgiveness of all Sin and its 
identification of Christ and Man with Gkid. 

Moody, on the contrary, accepted good and evil in the 
world, as Blake did; but he did not reconuuend evil-doing 
as the first law of Salvation. He wished good and evil to 
contend with oue another, that good might be exercised, and 
triumph. In Act V of the Masque of Judgment Uriel 
tells Raphael that God "loved not life entirely, good and 
ill"; adding, "when evil di^ as soon good languishes"; 
whereupon Raphael, the friend of Man, exclaims: 

"Would he had spared 
That dark Antagoniat whoae enmity 
Gave Eim rejoicing einewa, for of Him, 
His foe was flesh of flesh and bone of bone. 
With Buicidal hand He smote him down. 
And now, indeed, Hia lethal pangs begin." 

In The Brute, again, the evil that lurks in modem 
machinery and Efficiency is overpowered in the end by 
good and serves it. There is no sentimental denial of evil 
here; nor is there in Blake. But Moody calls on the good 
to contend with evil. Blake bids the good embrace evil, 
that Christ may foi^ve. 

Reminiscent of Blake 's childhood, when ' ' God put his 
face to the window" (Moody and Lovett's History of 
English Literature, p. 265) aire Moody's lines in Jetsam: 

"Once at a simple turning of the way 
I met God walking." 

Act II (Act IV of the 1909 edition) of the mys- 
The Faith Healer, moreover, recalls Blake's 
visions. Michaelis says to Rhoda: "Before 
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creation, beyond time, God not yet risen from His sleep, 
yoa stand and call to me, and I listen in a dream that I 
dreamed before Eden." Finally, Moody's Death of Eve: 
A Fragment may owe a suggestion to Blake's Ohost of 
Abel. 

Moody writes with enthnsiasm of Blake in hia History 
of English Literature (pp. 265-6) ; mentions him in his 
Letters (aatumn, 1895) ; and refers to him in his edition 
of Milton (pp. 100-101). "Outwardly Blake led a regular, 
quiet, laborious life," he says in the first, "all the while 
pouring out poems, drawings, and vast ' prophetical ' bookB, 
full of shadowy mythologies and mystical thought-systems, 
which show that his inward life was one of perhaps unparal- 
leled excitement and adventure. ... In bim the whole 
transcendental side of the Romantic movement was ex- 
pressed by hint and implication, though not by accompUsb- 
ment." "Four-fifths of William Blake would not be ac- 
cepted for publication by the Harvard Advocate," he ob- 
serves in a humorous letter to Josephine Preston Peahody ; 
with a note of fellow feeling, perhaps, for a romanticist 
more "floridly extravagant" than his early self. Finally, 
by way of contrast and correction, he writes as follows in 
his edition of Milton: "William Blake, in one of his pro- 
phetical books, says that Milton's house in the spiritual 
kingdom is Palladian, not Gothic. Palladian it is, and in 
this century we have dwelt by preference in the Gothic 
house of mind, loving the wayward humor of its adorn- 
ment, the mysticimn and confusion of its design. Bnt from 
time to time we must purify our vision with the more ample 
and august lines of tiie house which Milton has bnilded." 
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On Moody's Men and Women 

With what success has Moody characterized men and 
women f For one thing his studies of women are more 
searching than those of his men. When he takes 
for hero an American man he makes o£ Viim an un- 
reality like Miehaelis in the Faith Healer or a miracn- 
loualy polished diamond like Qhent in The Great Divide. 
These creations embody two aspects of the American des- 
ert, — ^its mysticism and its rongh strength and chivalry. In- 
cidentally the two men serve a furUier purpose : each makes 
a wfonan. If God and Man are inseparable to Moody, 
W(Hnan and Man are not leas so. And if his wcnnen save 
his men, in like manner his men save his women. Women 
saving men is an old theme ; men saving women from t^eir 
new-found rights is a modem note ! 

To Mr. Herrick the American egoist is not so maeh the 
American man as the American woman. Moody was no less 
earnest, bnt he had m(n« tolerance, more hnmor. This comes 
out in a letter to Daniel Gregory Mason, June 23, 1896. 
As a Califomian I feel a pardon^le interest in it. Moody 
writes; 

"I have had on enormona little adventure since I wrote last. 
Another Girl of course. This time a Westerner par exeellenee — 
a Califomian, dating mentally from the age of Bonaseaa and 
Chateaubriand, with geyseia and oloudbnrats of romanticiHni, 
not to say sentiment^ty; dating spiritually from the Age of 
Qold, or some remoter purity, some Promethean dawn, some 
flrBt-foam-birth in hyperborean seaa. She likes Gibson's draw- 
ings, adores Munaey's, and sings 'Don't be Gross, Dear,' with 
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awful uDctioiL After this yoa will not believe me when I Bay 
that she gave me the most unbearable shiver of rapture at the 
recognition of essential girlhood that I for a long time remem- 
ber. . . . You can realize the gona feeling that possessed me 
when she said (interpreting my own gloomy gaess) that my 
kind was not her kind, that my language was not her laagnage, 
and that her sonl could only be studious to avoid mine, as ue 
bird fljdng southward in spring avoids the hunter. I bowed 
assent and came home. I now nurse memoriee and grow el^;iac. 
Come to Chicago!" 

In English Literature Moody v/as attracted by a host 
of men besides Shakespeare. IVlilton and the seventeenth 
century, Blake, Shelley, Keats, Browning, Bossetti, Morris, 
Arnold and Patmore, at least, inflaenced his poetry. 

Hia letters, too, diaeloBe the good friends he had 
among living men; as the minor characters of his two 
plays, rather than the major, show how successfully he 
could draw the average American. We need only re- 
call the Newburys and Matthew Beeler. In his poetry 
he ranges from Eaphael, Cain and the spirit of Christ 
walking with men and women to Old Pourquoi and a 
soldier fallen in the Philippines. As for his reaction to 
' ' the recent notable experience ' ' already quoted, 
that resulted in Dawn P<a-ley, printed by Mr. 
Mason in the Letters and omitted by Moody in his Poems, 
where he snbstitnted Tks Golden Journey, according to Mrs. 
Moody. His beautiful Wilding Flower was Inspired by an- 
other girl, a girl who * ' haunted the symphonies last winter. ' ' 
"What I have tried to say," he wrote to Mr. Mason, "is a 
thing which constitutes much of the poetry of a young 
man's life, I think, and if I could have got it said would 
have had a certain large interpretative value." He did 
get it said. A tJiird inspiration, whom he calls in another 
letter to Mason a "compound of ragamuffin, pal, mistress, 
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nun, sister, harlequiit, outcast and bird of God," plays her 
iat^ part, as any reader can see by the reappearance of 
these several types in his composite, generalized poem, 7 
Am the Woman. 

In addition to these living presences, Moody was fas- 
cinated by the character of Eve. In the mother of the race 
was embodied womanhood dramatically and universally. Be- 
sides, Eve had ' 'suffered more than her share of opprobrium 
at the hands of early Christian and medifeval commenta- 
tors," as a noted scholar writes." 

"It is I who tranagreaaed the law, 
it is I who comioitted the transgression, 
it would be right that thou shouldst slay me 
my Lord, Adam!" 

cries Eve herself in the Celtic Saltmr Na Bann;" while in 
Eve's Lament" she takes the blame for the world's woea 
upon herself in words which I cannot resist quoting in full : 

" 'I am Eve, great Adam's wife, 
'Tia I that outraged Jesua of old; 
'Tis I that robbed my children of Heaven, 
By rights 'tia I that should have gone upon the cross. 

" '1 had a kingly house to pleaae me. 
Grievous the evil choice that disgraced me, 
Grievous the wicked advice that withered me! 
Alas I my heart is not purei 

" ' 'Tis I that plucked the apple, 
Which went across my gullet: 



Enriis'h-'C'Piibiioi 

p. sea, i9oa). 
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So long OB they endure in the light of day, 
So long will not women cease from folly. 

" 'There wonld be no ice in any place, 
There would be no glistening windy winter. 
There would be no hell, there would be no sorrow. 
There would be no fear, if it were not for me.' " 

The third member of Moody's Trilt^y is ft fragment 
one act long. The Death of Eve had been preceded by an 
.earlier Death of Eve, a poem in eleven pages and six parts. 
The idea in both of these Mr. Lewis" finds in L6on Diers's 
La Vision d' Bve, in thirty elegiac quatrains. But whereas 
"Dierx boldly made Eve justify the sin of Paradise before 
the crime of Cain, the justification being love, — ^Moody, still 
more boldly, designed to justify that sin after Cain's crime, 
and the justification was to be the whole of life, good and evil 
together." In her old age Eve seeks Cain to take him be- 
fore God to tell him she did well. Her assumption of Cain's 
sin is startling in ita intensity. She puts aside the hair 
from his forehead and cries, 

" 'Tis not thy head 
Weareth this Sign. 'Tis my most cruel head. 
Whose cruel hand, whose swift and bloody hand 
Smote in its lage my own fair man-child down. 
Not thy hand, Cain, not thine; bnt my dark liand; 
And my dark forehead wears the sign thereof, 
As now I take it on me." 

Whereupon she kisses him on the Sign. 

Moody's chief studies of men, except of men of letters, 
as we have already noted, are not of marked importance ; 
they are interesting; hut they are passing phases. When 
Bath Jordan rejecta Winthrop because be is "finished, 
rounded off, a completed product," she is talking that sort 

■* "WiUlun Vmnchn itooij" ("Yals Review," Julr, IBIS). 
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of democracy that amuses us in "Western" literature. 
And s Westerner is particularly skeptical when Ghent is 
set forth as the typical American. As for Buth Jordan, 
when she is read of fifty years from now she may 
be looked upon as a satire of a stage of American woman- 
hood, — though Moody himself was not satirizing her: he 
was merely seeing in her tiie type of girl that preferred 
Munsey's and the rough, to Winthrop and the finished, and 
committing her to American letters as she entered the melt- 
ing-pot, an Eastern girl hand in hand with a Westerner. 

But aU this is of Moody the dramatist. Moody was not 
primarily a dramatist, but a poet. As a poet he bids 
women be women, and men be artists, patriots, reformers, 
philosophers, men of letters. Aa a playwright he photo- 
graphs ; as a poet he observes, meditates, digests, universal- 
izes. Even a lyric like WUdirig Flower has something eter- 
nal aboat it. When he says, 
"Ify sign is set upon her bead while stars do meet and sing," 

he speaks finally. The soul o£ a girl is cai^ht and held fast 
in the shining net of poetry, his and ours forever. More 
fittingly, perhaps, I should quote the last stanza of Dawn 
Parley, for there the eternal in the California inspiration 
of Buth Jordan is also preserved in verse of "sacred love 
and sacred art": 

"O playmates of her heedless hours 
Her eyes ye uevennore may see; 
My brain and all my soul's dim powers, 
Possess her otterly." 
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The Work Of Robert Bridges 

With, the graphic impressionism of his people, and in 
their quaint English, Yone Noguchi contributed to the New 
York Nation for October 14th, 1915, an account of a visit 
to Robert Bridges. Motoring from Oxford to Boar's Head 
with the poet and his daughter, Mr. Nc^uchi muses that his 
children at home will feel proud when they grow older to re- 
call how their father once sat "close as a swdiue in a can" 
to the Laureate. He is well acquainted with Bridges' work 
and the critics' essays on it. "He has written about what 
the others foi^t when their songs were finished", says he, 
in Symons' vein. Arrived at Boar's Head, he is hospitably 
received by Mrs, Bridges. Retiring to his little room, he 
reads from the Oxford text of Bridges, lulled by the music 
of the poet's lyrics of Love and Nature. In the morning he 
awakes to fair English landscape, and after breakfast talks 
with his host about poetry and prosody. He hears some- 
thing of Bridges' dislike of publicity and calls him "a chiv- 
alrous soul under a rugged exterior. ' ' Finally, as they set 
out on foot towards Oxford, Bridges obsei"vea with a smile, 
"The king knows that I will never do anything foolish." 

And that is the note of the latest Laureate, a man 
whose honors were won wisely, long before he rose to office. 
In the midst of war he retains his poise. While that other 
classicist, William Watson, loses control of himself and 
corses the enemy. Bridges brings out The Spirit of Man, 
an Anthology, a selection of poems to give comfort in time 
of trouble. 
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Robert Bridges was bom at Walmer in 1844, of E^i- 
tisli family. His Summer House on the Mound is reminiB- 
eent of his boyhood. He was educated at Eton and at Ox- 
ford, fnna wliieli he holds the degrees of M. A., M. B. and 
Hon. D. Litt. St. Andrews has honored him with its LL.I>. 
After leaving Oxford he traveled, especially in Egypt, 
Palestine and Italy. He studied medicine in London and 
practised there, but in 1882 retired to Yattendon, on the 
downs above Pangboume, and devoted himself to poetry. 
Later he removed to Chilswell, Boar's Head, Oxford, where 
he still lives. 

Bridges is an important metrist and authority on Eng- 
lish speech. He is impatient of phonetic transcripts, so in 
his On the Present State of English Pronunciation, 1913, 
he nses fifty-eight type eharaeters: for example, he repre- 
sents four sounds of a by four different forms. In his Mil- 
ton's Prosody, 1893, he discusses stress and syllabic accent 
in verse. His own Poems in Classical Prosody are experi- 
ments in fulfillment of a promise to William Johnson Stone 
(whom see in Professor R. M. Alden's English Verse). 
Stone attempted purely quantitative poetry in English and 
considered the clash of accent and quantity a beauty rather 
than a blemish. Bridges does not always agree with Stone as 
to what constitutes a long syllable ; nor t^at h is invariably 
a consonant (see the Oxford text of Bridge, p. 410). His 
own prosody is a combination of the stress and syllabic 
methods; as appears from his Narcissus:'' 
"Almighty wondrous erverlaeting 
Whether in a cradle of aatral whirlflre 
Or globed in a piercing star thou slumb'reet 

The passionless boidy of God: 
Thou deep in the core of earth — Almighty 1 — 

" Printed In the "Litsrary Diiest," toI. 48, p. ISSl and interprettd in tba 
"Fomin," vol. G3, pp. BS0-93. 
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From numbing BtresB and gloom profound 
Madest escape in life desirons 

To embroider her thin-spun robe, 

' ' 'Twas down in a Tood — they tell — 
In a running water thou sawest thys^ 
Or leaning over a pool. The sedges 

Were twinn'd at the mirror's brim; 
The sty was there and the trees — ■ Almighty ! — 
A bird of a bird and white clouds floating 
And seeing thou kneweat thine own image 
And lor'd it beyond all else. 

"Thrai wondering didst thou speak 

Of beauty and wisdom of art and worship 

Didst build the power of Zens and Apollo, 

The high cathedrals of Christ. 
All that we have is thine — Almighty! — 
Heart-felt music and lyric song, 
Language, the lai^er grasp of knowledge. 

All that we think is thine. 

"But whence 1 — Beauteous everlasting 1 
Whence and whither t Hast thou mistaken 
Or dost foigett Look again! Thou seest 
A shadow and not thyself." 

Other poems than Narcissus not included in the Oxford 
text may be found by referring to the Beaders' Guide 
to Periodical Literature. For completeness, one may 
add that in 1895 Bridgres published a study ot John Keats 
and in 1911 edited The Poems of Digby Mackworth Dolben. 

Stephen Phillips, in a note affixed to his Ulysses, c<hi- 
trasts his play with Bridges' Return of Ulysses, 1890. He 
shows that Bridges omits IHysses ' adventures prior to his 
return to Ithaea, whereas he retains the Calypso and Hades 
episodes. William Butler Yeats, on the other hand, eu- 
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Iodizes Bridges and his Ulysaes in iiis Ideas of Qood and 
Evil. Tet Bridges' reserve and insistenee on unity unques- 
tionably hurt his play, while Phillips ' romantic treatment, 
with its un-Homeric but moving love-scenes with Calypso 
make an irresistible appeal. It is signi&eant, too, that Phil- 
lips' Nero, 1906, was anticipated by Bridges' Nero (Pt. I, 
1885, Pt. II, 1894). Though "lack of vital heat" character- 
izes Bridges' dramas, there is some warmth and color in 
Nero. However, it remained once more for the stagecraft 
of Phillips to revivify the theme, and get it declaimed before 
the footlights, while Bridges' version murmured placidly 
in the study. In all this, however, it will be seen that Phil- 
lips owed alm(ffit as much to Bridges for the themes of his 
plays as to Tennystm for the style of his poetry. 

Bridges' other dramas. The Feast of Bacchus, 1889, 
AchiUes in Seyros, 1890, The Christian Captives, 1890, 
Palicio, 1890, and The Humours of the Court, 1893, are 
summarized and discussed by Edward Dowden in his New 
Studies in Literalure, 1895, and by P. E. Brett Young in 
his Robert Bridges, a Critical Study, 1914. So is Prome- 
theus the Firegiver, a Mask in the Greek Manner, 1883. The 
Prometheus in particular is of interest to Americans to-day, 
since two successful treatments of the subject have been 
onrs; namely, Tmmbull Stickney's and William Vaughn 
Moody's. 

In his and the Lodges' edition of Trumbull Stickney's 
Poems, Moody acknowle^;es the indebtedness of his own 
Prometheus the Fire-Bringer to Stickney's Prometheus 
Porphyros; while in his review of Stickney's work in The 
North American Review,** he states that "the heroic deed 
of the Titan brings with it no joy, rather at best only the 
courage to live and to Deukalion not so much, merely the 

••vol. 188, p. 1018. 
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hard necessit?. The triumph lies in the deed itself and in 
the magnanimity which achieved it." This he adds was a 
natural turn to the story for Stickney, on whom a nameless 
depression weighed through life. 

Though he docs not say so, Moody wrote his poem on 
the Bame theme to counteract Stickney's quietism, and to set 
forth his own vigorous conception of the conflict of good 
and evil. Mr. C. M. Lewis pointed out the good-and-cvil 
theme in Moody in an article in the Yaie Review, July, 1913. 
He showed that Moody's Prometheus brings the fire that 
kindles the elements in torpid man and earth. Mr, Lewis 
believes further that this turn to the story Moody got and 
transformed from Leopardi's History of the Human Race, 

If Moody took anything from Bridges he does not ad- 
mit it. Bridges' Prometheus is far simpler than Stickney's 
and Moody's philosophical interpretations. Prometheus is 
figured forth as one who loves man more than he fears Zeus ; 
who brings man fire unvauntingly, then as modestly retires. 
The moral of the piece is cheerfully fatalistic: the^Fat^ 
are above the gods: all is in the bands of the Pates; yet 
men and gods do not lose courage, nor cease to act. 

As a poet, Bridges has been fortunate in his critics, 
but Edward Dowden's enthusiasm, I think, leads him into 
an error of judgment when he says that Bridges' Eros and 
Pschye is a better rendering of the Apnleian story than 
Pater's famous translation in Marius the Epicurean, It 
was not Bridges but Pater who was peculiarly adapted to 
reproduce the honied sweetness of Apuleius. Before Plato 
engrossed him, Apuleius was the strongest ancient literary 
influence on Pater, as we know from Marius. Bridges irons 
out Apuleius ; he Hellenizes a Hellenistic African. In his 
little study of his friend Professor T, Herbert Warren says 
Bridges was justified because Apuleius is mere tinsel. I 
"ean't see it." 
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To find fault a moment longer: Mr. Brett-Young dis- 
s in his Concluaions to his excellent Robert Bridges : 
A Critical Study, such work among the Later Poems as 
MiUicent, Bobert Bums: an Epistle on iTistinct and Ode 
to Music, all of which I particnlarly inclade in my estimate 
of the poet as evidences of a somewhat wider range than is 
commonly attributed to him. MUUcent has feeling, and 
comes to one as a pleasant surprise in its stately surround- 
ings. Bobert Bums, too, is an interesting experiment, made 
possible by the intellectual poetry of Arnold and Meredith ; 
and the Ode to Music, while not powerful, marks Bridges' 
love of the sister art to poetry, an affection over which 
Professor Warren makes much in his Robert Bridges, Poet 
Laureate, Oxford, 1913. Indeed, in 1899 Bridges published 
his Yattendon Hymnal, "a most original volume, based," 
says Professor Warren, "on his own personal experiment 
and experience with his rustic choir in his parish church on 
the Berkshire Downs. ' ' His friend Henry Ellis Wooldridge 
wrote the music. 

Bridges never rises to tiie passion of Ernest Dowson 's 
Cynara poem; his realism, when he attempts it in The Fly- 
catchers is not nearly so successful as Henley's ; and I know 
no lyric of his quite so lyrical as Lionel Johnson's To Mor- 
fydd. I mention tiiese four poets together because all have 
come much under classical influence, ancient and French, 
though I shall not go into that matter here. Suffice it to 
say that Bridges can best sustain the classical tone ; it sel- 
dom fails him. Measure, dignity, restraint, characterize 
him. Demeter, A Mask illustrates these qualities ; while the 
sonnet cycle, The Growth of Love, which owes much to 
Dante, the Shakespeare of the Sonnets, and the youthful 
Milton, moves forward with stately classic gravity. 

In like manner, the New Poems and Later Poems have 
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GollectiTe and iDdiTidual excellence ; yet no one fails to see 
at once that Bridges' permanent renown rests on none of 
these, bat on his Shorter Poems, in Five Books. They are 
Latin in their arrangement and in their choiceness. One 
seems to be reading a Tibnllus, with the modem world 
nicely strained and added. These poems are gem-like things, 
fair pearls, dew on English lawns, — quests for calm and 
beauty and love. Bridges mvat always appeal to those who 
admire him as a minor Wordsworth ; a poet ezqaisitely at- 
tuned to the gentler notee of Nature ; a poet at peace with 
Earth and Man. 

"I love all beauteous things, 
I seek and adore them," 

he sings; and 

"I too will something make 
And joy ui the making." 

He has in The Cliff-Top. Listen and beh(dd : 

"The diff-top has a carpet 

Of lila«, gold and green: 
The blue sky bounds the ocean, 

The white clouds scud between. 

A flock of guUa are wheeling 

And wailing round my seat ; 
Above my head the heaven, 

The sea beneath my feet." 



"When winds without make m 
I love my own fireside 
N^ot least when most alone. 

Then oft I torn the page 
In which our county's name, 
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SpoilinfT the Qreek of fame, 
Shall sound in erray age. 

Or some Terentian play 
Renew, whose excellent 
Adjusted folds betray 
How once Meuander went." 

Where begin, where end quoting him 1 Here is his warning 
to cynics : 

"Earth hath uo sin but thine, 

Doll eyea of scorn: 

O'er thee the sun doth pine 

And angels mourn." 

Here speaks the man at peace : 

"And every eve I say, 
Noting my step in bliss, 
That I have known no day 
In all my life like this." 
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Alas, Poor Yorick! 

"BiQHT OLAD I AM," says Tristam Shaudy, in Chapter 
IV of the first Book of his Life and Opinions, "That I have 
begun the history of myself in t^ way I have done; and 
that I am able to go on, tracing everything in it, as Horace 
says, ab ovo. 

"Horace, I know, does not recommend this fashion 
altogether: But that gentleman is speaking only of an 
epie poem, or a tragedy; — (I forget which) — besides, if 
it was not so, I should beg Mr, Horace's pardon; — for in 
writing what I have set about, I shall confine myself neither 
to his rules, nor to any man's rules that ever lived." "And 
in this, Sir", he concludes his first Book, "I am of so nice 
and singular a humour, that if I thought you was able to 
form the least judgment or probable conjecture to your 
self, of what was to come in the next page, — I would tear 
it out of my boob". 

The erudition of Tristam Sktmdy edified Sterne's 
fashionable readers ; but in 1798 Dr. Ferriar showed in his 
Illustrations that portions of it were appropriated from 
Rabelais and Burton ; with su^estions from Bniscambille, 
Beroalde de Verville, Bouchet, Scarron, Swift, "Gabriel 
John", Blount, Bacon, Montaigne and Bishop Hall. Isaac 
D'lsraeli added John Dunton's Voyage Bound the World. 
Sterne concealed his sources (except Cervantes) with as- 
tonishing care, considering his frankness in all else : Cross 
calls it his master stroke of humor. But perhaps he also 
enj<^ed his reputation for learning. He appeued to know 
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everything; he adduced authoritiea ancieDt, mediferal and 
modern j he incorporated them into his droll book; he 
reached cynics, courtiers and ladies unequipped with the 
higher education. lake many mndem teachers he tai^ht 
by successfully amusing," and died of making people laugh 
and leam. To illustrate : in the twentieth chapter of Book 
I he requests his fair reader to peruse the last chapter 
again, because she has skipped the allusions. ' ' 'Tis to re- 
buke a vicious taste," he continues, "which has crept into 
thousands besides herself, — o£ reading straight forwards, 
more in quest of the adventure than of the deep erudition 
and knowledge which a book of this cast, if read over as it 
should be, woold infallibly impart with them. The mind 
should be accustomed to make wise reflections, and draw 
curious conclusions as it goes along; the habitude of which 
made PUny the younger affirm, ' That he never read a book 
so bad, but he drew some profit from it.' The stories of 
Oreece and Rome, run over without tiiis turn and applica 
ti<m, — do less service, I affirm it, than the history of Paris- 
mus and Parismenus, or of the Seven Champions of Eng 
lajid, read with it." This is humorAus; but who shall say 
it did not influence Sterne's readers, who hung breathless 
on his words, to read the learned passages at least once, to 
marvel at Yoriek's knowledge and to absorb a little them- 
selves t On the other hand, in Book IV, chapter XXII, he 
declares that if his book is "wrote" against anything, — 
"'tis wrote, an' please your worships, against the spleen!" 
And his dedication of the second edition, April, 1860, To 
the Bight Honourable Mr. Pitt reads, " If I am ever told it 
has made yon smile; or can conceive it has beguiled you 

•* W H«™.nn: "EQckan isd Bergion," p, 4T, speaks ol "Ihrt 'esprit' *Dd 
lat Jonmaliglia llEhtQea* *ad Impreisionisin of toacb whicb the 

1, indaed, England's 

on Sterne in the "Oxford and 
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of one moment's pain — I shall think myself as happy as a 
minister of state." 

Neither Gross nor Leslie Stephen see anything but the 
artist (quite enough, most say) in Sterne : he lacked moral 
sense ; he pursued sensations for their own sake ; be was a 
slave to his humors. We doubt, though, for our part, that 
his writing, his preaching, his learning, his epicureanism, 
and bis gospel of mirth were all a jest to Steme, Yoriek 
though he was. For the King's Jester sets the Hng laugh- 
ing and thinking; thinking that pomposity and pose are 
ridiculous, and recalling that a good man, like Uncle Toby, 
is the salt of the earth. The moralists have pierced Steme 
with an epithet ; be is a sentimentalist ; yet there is a gen- 
uine strain of tenderness in bim that was salutary for the 
eighteenth century. Thackeray {Sterne and Qoldsmiih) 
speaks of his foul Satyr's eyes leering constantly out of the 
leaves; yet he grants that "all his letters to bis daughter 
are artless, kind, affectionate and not sentimental ; as a hun- 
dred pages in his writings are beautiful and full, not of sur- 
prising humour merely, but of genuine love and 



In Book I, chapter XI of Tristam Shandy, Steme 
writes a defence of himself. "Yoriek," he says, "had an 
invincible dislike and opposition in his nature to gravity ; — 
not to gravity as such ; — for wbere gravity was wanted, he 
would be tbe most grave and serious of mortal men for 
days and weeks together ; but he was an enemy to the affec- 
tation of it, and declared open war against it, only as it 
appeared a cloak for ignorance or for folly; and then, 
whenever it fell in his way, however sQieltered and protected. 



of kindneia, a iBree humanity sboal this book whid 
contantfld with IHe.^' 
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he seldom gave it much quarter. ... In the naked temper 
which a merry heart discovered, he would say there was 
no danger, — but to itself: — whereas the very essence of 
gravity was design, and consequently deceit; — 'twas a 
taught trick to gain credit of the world for more sense and 
knowledge than a man was worth". 

In a letter written on November 16, 1764 to Mr. Foley 
at Paris, he takes Shandeism quite seriously. "We must 
be happy within," he says, "and then few things without 
us make much difference — This is my Shandean philoso- 
phy," It is also the Epicurean or even the Stoic doctrine 
of the nnrufSed mind. Further evidence of his Epicurean- 
ism is pointed out by Mr. Sichel :" "Through all his varia- 
tions one element reigns, — an insouciance that sports with 
trouble, extracting the sweet from the bitter. 'Great Apol- 
lo', he exclaims, 'if thou art in a good humour, give me, 1 
ask no more, but one stroke of native humour with a single 
spark of thy power along with it, and send Mercury with 
the rules and compasses, if he can be spared, with my c<hu- 
pliments — no matter.' The rules and compasses he 
scorned, and his was a pagan resignation, — the philosophy 
of which Qoethe approved," Like Horace, he was a Stoic 
and an Epicurean by turns. He drew audi pleasure from 
the world as it afforded him, and endured what he could 
not change. Besides, he wrested from its context in the 
Ars Poetica (where it is not sentimental) Horace's precept 
for tragedy 

"Si vis me flere, dolendtun est 

Primum ipsi tibi; tunc tna me infortunia laedant,"*' 

and was constantly being moved to tears himself that he 
might move others. 

• 1 "Slerne, A Stndy," 1910. 

" "If yon would htve me weep, you must Out suffer youreelf; then yoor 
miitortuueB will live ne pelii." 
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We have probably given too much space (that hack- 
neyed exercifie whenever comedy and satire are mentioned) 
to showing that a strain of the serious exists in this great 
wit and humorist, but condemnation of Sterne has been 
severe. Hawthorne, on the other hand, said of Sterne that 
the world has treated with singular harshness a writer who 
has done so much for it." So much so, indeed, that Pro- 
fessor Saintsbnry in the Bookman** swings to the far side, 
admittii^ all that is said against Sterne, and asking wha^, 
in the end, are the odds t a characteristic twentieth century 
tolerant solution of difficulties. After all, he declares, there 
was no bad blood in him, and as an artist his uniqueness is 
unquestioned. Who has equalled, who can imitate his Sen- 
timental Journey t Who, after all, denies Sterne genius f 
Who, we may add in another strain,— we Americans who 
worship Sncceas, — who, knowing Sterne's childhood and bis 
weak body, will deny that he succeeded in literature if not 
in life, leaving a name to conjure witht 



*• "Oni Old Home: FUcrbun to Old Baitoo." 

*• "Tha UtIds At»," >ol. 21», pp. taO-at, Aug. 28. 1B13. 
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In Praise of Euphranor 

In the Variorum and Definitive Edititm of the Poetical 
and Prose WrUings of Edward FitzOerald, 1902, vol. I, p. 
UT, Mr, Gosse writes, "What FitzOerald could do in prose 
we know from his correspondence and from 'Euphranor.' 
It has stately passages, and the final page no donbt deserves 
the high commendation of Tennyson; it possessed to the 
Cambridge men the charm of recalling with delicate local 
colour the dialectics of their youth, but when all is said 
and done it remains a little lifeless and unrealized, a. little 
uninteresting, to tell the blunt truth. In its form and set- 
ting, it seems to follow the 'Alciphron' of Berkeley, but 
at how great a distance ! ' ' Turning to Mr. Gosse 's His- 
tory of Eighteenth Century lAterature, p. 201, we read of 
Alciphron: "This is the longest of Berkeley's books, and 
perhaps the most easy for the outsider to understand; 
philosophers have condemned it as the least valuable. The 
scene of the book is laid in Rhode Island, and the form is 
that of the Platonic dialogue, in its most poliE^ed and 
graceful shape. The dialogues are seven, and there is a 
slight setting of landscape to eaeh, with a hint of woods 
and gardens, and the distant hallo of the fox-hunter. ' ' 

Alciphron and Euphra/nor, then, appeal to Mr. G«sse 
rather on their literary than on their philosophical sides. 
As a work of art, and as an example of Platonic imitation, 
he places Alchiphron far above Euphranor. 

That the professional idealist philosopher Berkeley ap- 
proached the form of the Platonic dialogue more nearly 
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than the dreamy Epicurean FitzGerald is indisputable; 
that he caught the poetical spirit of Plato's lighter mo- 
ments as sabdy as did FitzGlerald is as unquestioned. He 
did not. "Taste is the feminine of genius," said FitzGer- 
ald many times. So fine was his taste that he could criti- 
cize his own works as keenly as another's (more so, if we 
accept George Meredith's observations in a letter to Ed- 
ward Clodd, September 16, 1898: "His taste in the Clas- 
sics is quite sound, and infantile out of them I"). Fitz- 
Gerald himself approved of Eupkranor, which he called 
"a pretty specimen of 'Chisell'd Cherry-Stone,' " (Letter 
to Charles Eliot Norton, June 9, 1882). Yet he admitted 
(Letter to Cowell, 1845) the difBeolty of keeping up "the 
good dialectic," and yet maintaining "the disjected sway of 
natural conversation;" in short, the difficulty of convers- 
ing at once like Plato and FitzGerald. That he succeeded 
in making his English boys both beautifully Greek and 
charmingly English is a triumph of no mean order; a tri- 
umph to which Alciphron, with all its merits, does not at- 
tain. For who will say that Berkeley's philosophers have 
the Platonic artistzy of speech, keeping up the good dialectic 
and yet maintainii^ the disjected sway of natural conver- 
sation! Are they not, to tiie end, too obviously mouth- 
pieces of Berkeley, Shaftesbury, Mandeville and others! 
FitzGerald 's boys, on the contrary, do not talk FitzGerald, 
or, as we more commonly say, Omar. Every word they 
utter is in character; they cannot even be chained, as 
Plato's Socrates can so often, with talking Plato. They 
talk "in shape of dialogue really something Platonic," to 
quote from FitzGerald 's letter to Cowell, May 28, 1868: 
a phrase of FitzQen^d's own perfect characterization. 
Once, says he, to Cowell, 1847, "the spirit of light dialogue 
evaporated from me during an influenza. ... I do not 
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thmk I can liave much personal ambition in its Buccess ; bat 
I should sincerely wish it to be read for what little benefit 
it may do (To G. Crabbe, Feb. 11, 1851). ... I remember 
being anxious about it twenty years ago, because I thought 
it was the Truth {as if my telling it could mend the mat- 
ter I): and I cannot but think the Generation that has 
grown up in these twenty years has not profited by the 
Fifty Thousand copies of this great worki" {To Cowell, 
1868). So runs the current of hia thoughts. 

For myself, first and last, after reading Euphranor in 
different years and places, I continue to get the same sense 
of perfect art from it. "What genuine student of litera- 
ture would exchange for a wilderness of abstract categories 
the letters in which FitzQerald ' communicates the thrill of 
his literary admirations f" asks Professor Shorey. Nay, 
who would exchange FitzGerald 's Euphranor for Berkeley's 
Aldphront Happily, we have both, — Alciphron for Mr. 
GoBse, Euphranor for FitzGerald 's many admirers; amoi^ 
whom Mr. Qosse is in most respects among the foremost. 
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Walter Savage Landor, Eliza Lynn Linton and 
Julia Landor 

The Yale Review for January, 1916, contains an essay 
on Swinburne and Carducd that is above reproach, except 
for two strange errors. One is the common mistake of c^- 
ing Swinburne a classicist, whereas, though a Grecian, no 
one was more a romanticist than he. The other is perhaps 
the more pardonable one — except among "specialists" — 
of referring to Mrs. Lynn Lyndon (the name should be 
Lynn Linton) as the daughter of Walter Savage Landor. 

Swinburne prefaced his Song for the Centenary of 
Walter Savage Landor (Studies in Song, 1880) with a Ded- 
tcation to Mrs. Lyrm Linton. The first half of the poem 
reads: 

"Daughter in spirit elect and consecrate 

By love and reverence of the Olympian sire 
Whom I too loved and worshipped, seeing bo great, 

And found so gracious toward my long desire 
To bid that love in song before his gate 

Sound, and my lute be loyal to hia lyre. 
To none save one it now may dedicate 

Song's new burnt-offering on a century's pyre." 

Mrs, Lynn Linton, then, was only dai^^hter in spirit to Swin- 
burne 's Olympian sire. 

The eulogy of Landor that undoubtedly called forth 

Swinburne's panegyric, namely E. Lynn Linton's Eeminis- 

cencei of W<Uter Savage Landor in Eraser's Magazine for 

1870, is one of the trimnphs of appreciation in En^ish. 
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I can only think of Colvin on Stevenson, Symons on Dow- 
aon, or the early Le GalUenne on Meredith to compare with 
it. So ardent a defence of the passionate old man deserves 
wide reading, and excuses quotation. "For twelve years 
Mr. Landor held with me the place of a father," says she, 
"ever indulgent, kind and generous, I being at all times 
like his loving and dutiful child. Hence I am better quali- 
fied to apeak of him personally than any other of his literary 
friends. ' ' And later, ' ' I stayed with him long and often, 
and I never had one moment's coolness with him; never 
the faintest shadow of misunderstanding or displeasure. I 
was afraid of him, granted ; as was befitting in one stand- 
ing in the relation of daughter to a father so infinitely su- 
perior to herself. I loved him then, and I love his memory 
now, as that of a dear and honoured father, and I fan not 
ashamed to confess my awe and fear." And again, "For 
twelve, long, dear years, we were father and danghter ; we 
never called each other anything else ; he never signed him- 
self to me, or wrote to me, as anything else ; and in the last 
sad clouded days of his life, had not the circumstances of 
my own life been so changed as to render it impossible, I 
would have gone with him to Italy, and I would not have 
left him again while he lived." 

That Landor was signally appreciative of the devotion 
of his foster-daughter appears from Forster's statement 
that Landor replaced a dedication te his Last Fruit Off an 
Old Tree to that strange man of genius whom Landor ad- 
mired and Forster disliked, — Thomas Lovell Beddoea — by 
one to Mrs, Lynn Linton. Stephen Wheeler, again, notes 
in his Letters and Unpublished Writings of Walter Savage 
Landor that Landor wished a copy of his Letters of a Ctm- 
adian sent to Monckton Milnes, Kenneth Mackenzie and 
Mrs. Linton. Verses to her as the author of Amytnone, a 
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Romance of the Days of Pericles, were publiBhed by Landor 
in the Examiner of July 22, 1848." Finally, in a letter to 
Mrs. Graves-Sawle" he says of the "good Laistna," grand- 
dai^hter of "lanthe," and of Eliza Lynn, who came to see 
him on Saturday, "What a charm it is even at the close of 
life to be cared for by the beautiful and gentle, and to see 
them come and out from the warm sunshine and the aweet 
flowers toward us in the chilliness of oar resting place. 
This is charity, the charity of the Graces." 

From such passages, the student of Mrs, Lynn Linton, 
Her Life Letters and Opinions, as George Somes Layard 
calls his book about her, sees that as the foremost opponent 
of the cruder aspects of Women's Bights, Mrs. Linton, with 
her ideal of the "old-fashioned girl" practiced the devotion 
die preached. Meredith criticized her books as "very sour 
in tendency, hard in style, forced, and exemplifying the 
author's abhorrence of the emancipation of young females 
from their ancient rule."" Yet her Girl of the Period, in 
the Saturday Review of March 14, 1868, la almost as ftur a 
reading of the Sex from one point of view in her day and 
ours as Meredith's more searching analyses from another. 
In her married life, imluokily for her theories, Mrs. Linton 
was unhappy; but her heart continued to go out with un- 
diminished affection to Landor. She not only watched over 
him with jealous care while he lived, but she took Forster's 
Life of him to task when he was dead, "With all his pas- 
sion, ferocity and coarseness when roused" she wrote in the 
North British Review of 1669, "there was an amount of 
purity of feeling in him unequalled, and a capacity for the 
most refined and idyllic tenderness as great as was his ca- 

*• aushen WhMler: "Lettan of Walter 8>tbcc Landor, PriTita anil 
Pnblic," p. 178. 

■ Beader," ("Fortnlthtlj 

[133] 



J by Google 



Other Essays and Notes 

paeity tot anger, pride and hatred. Mr. Forster makes but 
little account of this." 

Finally, we should not forget that in addition to the 
fatherly repird he felt for Rose Paynter, Mias Kate Field 
and Eliza Lynn Linton, Lander had a daughter of his own, 
Julia Elizabeth Savage Landor. His references to her in 
bis letters to Bose Paynter are wistful and affectionate. 
After his separation from his wife he saw little of his child- 
ren. In 1843, however, Julia and her brother Walter were to 
visit biTti at Bath. In expectation of their coming Landor 
wrote to his daughter the lines that appeared in Black- 
wood's Magazine, March 1843: 

"By that dejected city, Amo runs, 
'^lere Ugolino daept hia famieht Bone. 
There w^ thou bom, my Julia! there thine eyea 
Betnm'd as bright a blue to vernal skies. 
And thence, my little wanderer! when the Sprii^ 
Advanced, thee, too, the Houtb on silent wing 
Brought, while anemonies were quivering round, 
And pointed tulips pierced the purple ground, 
Where stood fair Florence: there thy voice flrat bleat 
My ear, and sank like balm into my breast: 
For many griefs had wounded it, and more 
Thy httle hands could lighten were in store. 
But why revert to griefsf Thy aculptur'd brow 
Dispels from mine ita darkest cloud even now. 
What then the bliss to see again thy face. 
And all that Rumour has announced of grace 1 
I urge, with fevered breast, the four-month day. 
0! could I sleep to wake again in May. 

His Jnlia came, and he put the thought of losing her 
again from him. But she had promised to be away only 
six months. "My Julia went by the steamer on Sunday," 
he wrote to Rose Paynter in 1843. "The weather was very 
boisterous. I rose several times in the night and attempted 
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by putting my hand oat of tbe window to ascertain in 
which point was the wind. . . . My dear Julia wished not 
only to be with me, but alone with me as much as possible. 
yfe parted in unutterable grief, but youth and fresh scenes 
will soon assuage all hers. That is enough. 
"Adieu, dear Boee." 
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The Influence of Nonnus on Elizabeth Barrett 
Browning, Thomas Love Peacock and 
Walter Pater 

Pbottbsob Lewis P. Chambbrlayne's A Study of 
Nonmis (Studies in Philology, Bain Memorial Number, 
The Universiiy of North Carolina, Jan., 1916, pp. 40-68) 
should be inserted in every student's Iiistory of Greek Lit- 
erature. A note may be added, however, on Nonnus 's in- 
fluence on Mrs. Browning, Thcanas Love Peacock and 
Walter Pater. One of these, namely Peacock, knew Nonnus 
well. 

On August 16, 1851, "Aegrotus" wrote to Notes and 
Queries, "I shall be obliged if any of your correspondents 
will inform me if any translation of the poet Nonnus, 
which contains perhai^, most that is known about Bac- 
chus, has ever been made into English ; and if so, by 
whomT" 

I do not know that Aegrotos received a favorable re- 
ply; though Nonnus had been translated in part by "Vida" 
in The London Magaevtie in 1822. 

Moreover just six years before his letter, on August 
20, 1845, Elizabeth Barrett Browning wrote to Robert 
Browning, ' ' Did I not tell you that early in the sommer I 
did some translation for Miss Thomson's 'Cl^sical Album', 
from Bion and Theocritus, and Nonnus, the author of that 
large (not great) poem in some forty books of the 'Diony- 
siaca' . . . and the paraphrases from Apuleiusf Well — 
I had a lett«r from her the other day, full of CMnpunctirai 
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and ejafiulationB, and declaring the fact tliat Mr. Barges 
iLad been eorrecting all the proo& of the poemfi, leaving out 
and emending generally, according to his own particular 
idea of the pattern in the mount — is it not amosingf I 
have been wicked enough to write in reply that it is happy 
for her and all readers — sua si bona norint — if during 
some half hour which otherwise might have been dedicated 
by Mr. Barges to patting out the lights of Sophocles and 
his peers, he was satisfied with the humbler devastations 
of E. B. B, upon Nonnus. Tou know it is impossible to 
help being amused. This correcting is a mania with that 
man I And then I, who wrote wh&t I did from the 'Diony- 
siaea,' with no respect for 'any author', and an arbitrary 
will to 'put the case' of Bacchus and Ariadne as well as I 
could, for the sake of the art-illustrations, — ^those sub- 
jects Miss Thomson sent me, — and did it all with full liberty 
and persuasion of soul tiiat nobody would think it worth 
while to compare English with Qreeh and refer me back 
to Nonnns and detect my wanderings from the text ! ! But 
the critic was not to be cheated so! And I do not doubt that 
he has set me all 'to rights' from beginning to end; and 
combed Ariadne's hair close to her cheeks for me. Have 
you known Nonnus, — you who foi^et nothing! and have 
known everything, I think T" 

Browning evidently had not known Nonnus; at least 
he begs the question in his reply by turning upon Bulges, 
over ^ose scholarship and "discoveries" he makes merry. 
As a result, as far as I can find out, these translations in- 
tended for Miss Th(m)son were not published by her ; they 
seem to have appeared first in Mrs. Browning's Last Poeitis, 
1862. At any rate as they stand to-day in any complete 
edition of her works they are entitled From Nonnus : How 
Bacchus Finds Ariadne Sleeping, and How Bacchus Com- 
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forts Ariadne, — ^both from the Dionysiaca, Book XLVII, 
and amounting to one hundred and thirtjr lines. 

Bat Mrs. Brownii^'s knowledge of Nonnns was slight 
compared with that of Thomas Love Peacock. "Peacock," 
says Oliver Elton in his Survey of English Literature, 
1780-1830, 1, 379, "is fond of the poets, like Nonnus, of the 
decadence. " " He had a distinct weakness for Nonnus, whose 
Divnywica he asserted was the finest poem in the world 
after the Iliad (Calidore, etc., p. 20}," says Dr. Carl Van 
Doren in his scholarly Life of Thomas Love Peacock, pp. 
18-19, "and he used to take a malicious pleasure in finding 
Oxford scholars who knew not the Panopolitan. " In his 
famous The Four Ages of Poetry — iron, or hardic, golden, 
or Homeric, silver, or Virgilian, and brass, or Nonnie,- — 
Peacock writes of the brass age : ' ' The best specimen of it, 
though not the most generally known, is the Dionysiaca of 
NonnuB, which contains many passages of exceeding beauty 
in the midst of masses of amplification and repetition." 
Writiog to Shelley, Aug. 19, 1818 (see Van Doren, p. 134) 
he says. "I read Kounns occasionally. The twelfth book, 
which contains the 'Metamorphods of Ampelns', is very 
beautiful, and concludes with an animated picture of the 
dance of the inebriated Satyrs when Bacchus made his first 
wine-press, by dicing a hole in a rock, and horn (after- 
wards sacred in consequence) was used instead of cnps." 
Peacock quotas from Nonnus in Crotchet Castle, Chapters 
II and XIV, and in The Misfortunes of Elphin, Chapters 
III, Vni and X. 

In 1816-18 Peacock projected a poem on nympholepsy, 
with Nonnus as one of his sources, but did not ccnnplete it 
(Van Doren, p. 110). Finally, his enthusiasm for Nonnus 
was so well known that when an anonymous writer contri- 
bated an article On the Poetry of Nonnus, with considerable 
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translationB from the Dionysiaca to The London Magazine 
for October and November, 1822, several persons, then and 
since, tbot^ht that Peacock was the author of it. (Van 
Doren, 155-6). 

Unlike Andrew Lang, who does not cite Nonnus in his 
Myth, Bitual aiid Religion, Walter Pater mentions bim near 
the end of his A Study of Dionysus {Greek Studies). He 
says the "Orphic poem. The Oecultations of Dionysus, is 
represented only by the details that have passed from it 
into the almost endless Dionysiaca of Nonnns, a writer of 
the fourth century. ' ' "Whether or not at the su^estion of 
this passage, J. Q- Frazer, in bis Spirits of the Com amd 
of the WHd, 1912, vol. I, eh. I, pp. 12-13, Dionysus, gives 
the substance of the Dionysiaca, VI, 155-205, regarding the 
birth and destruction of the god. Pater's knowledge of 
Nonnus was probably not mnch more extensive than Mis. 
Browning's or Frazer's; certaLnly it did not ec[iud Pea- 
cock's. 
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A Minor Note in Arthur Symons 

Lionel Johnsoa declared that as a poet Sjmions was a 
slave to impressionism; yet how admirably that slavery 
serves him in his Cities, or in his little Search in Spain! 
And deserting impressionism now and then, how pregnant 
a sentence he can utter, as when he writes in Venice, "A 
realist, in Venice, would become a romantic, by mere faith- 
fulness to what he saw before him;" or in .Naples, "At 
Easter the Neapolitans mourn for Jesus Christ as the Greeks 
mourned for the death of Adorns. ' ' And how like the balm 
of Greek and Roman letters upon the modem spirit is the 
silence of the city Borne on him, giving peace to his 
soul, delivering him at once "from the tyranny of the 
senses and the ideas of pure reason." 

ClasBicism is but a minor note Ln Symons, but the 
ancient tradition, which comes to him usually with a ro- 
mantic and realistic turn through Prance, has not lived in 
vain when it can induce so marked a romanticist to recog- 
nize the fine quality of Landor and to acknowledge with 
enthusiasm that Robert Bridges' poise, temperance and self- 
control are as important to poetry and life as "passions 
more vehement, thoughts more profound, wilder music, 
more variable colour." He is attracted to what he calls 
Bridges' calm rapture. "Here," he writes, "is an artist 
so scrupulous that beauty itself must come only in sober 
apparel, joy walking temperately, sorrow without the pri- 
vate dis^urement of tears." And Landor appeals to 
him so far that he includes in his Romantic Movement in 
[140] 
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English Poetry a writer primarily a elaasieist. ' ' His verse, ' ' 
says he, "has at its best an austere nobility, a delicate sen- 
sitiveness, die quantities of marble or of onyx"; while 
"every phrase (of his prose) comes to us with the c<»npos- 
ure and the solemnity of verse but with an easier carriage 
under restraint." 

Such appreciation of classicists may fittingly be placed 
beside Symons' thrilling essay on Ernest Dowson, or that 
perfect characterization and interpretation, Pachmann at 
the Piano (Plays, Acting and Music) : studies in which he 
rises to Pater's conception of great criticism, making of it 
a fine art. 
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The Major Note in Thomas Hardy 

WamNQ in Patrins, 1892, of Wilful Sadness in Liter- 
ature Miss Louise Imogene Gniney observes that "some 
pablic censor, a Stoic having a heart, and perfect control of 
it, should he appointed, in every township, to kill oft what 
is uselessly doleful, in the egg, and spread abroad the right 
idea of what is fit to be uttered in this valley of tears. . . . 
Mr. Meredith's influence, in our own day, is not such as 
will induce you to sit shaking your maudlin head over 
yourself and all creation ; neither need it be added t is Mr. 
Stevenson's." 

As far as novels go, the present writer is a Meredithian 
by progression from a Stevensonian, but for the life of him 
he.caouot evolve further into a Hardyan. On the contrary, 
he was inspired, until he read S. Law Wilson on The Theo- 
logy of Thomas Hardy, to apply Miss Guiney's words to the 
great recreator of Wessex; and if too late to help kill in 
the egg, at least to motim audibly with Meredith "Hardy's 
twilight view of life. ' ' But Mr. Wilson has done this, and 
mcore, with evangelical fervor. Yet a Califomian, bom to 
sunlight, cannot but agree with Lionel Johnson's gentle 
critic that wilful gloom in literature is a sad thing ; nor help 
r^;retting that Hardy does not oftener leave Weasez pea- 
sants to dwell with Meredith 's ladies of the future and men 
of birth or breeding, or come up to London, when ' ' blue ' ', to 
his Club, — to see the lights and overlook the fog. 

To disassociate Hardy and Meredith, even when one 
is not contrasting the Pessimism of the one with the Opti- 
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laism of the other, or the sensibility of the one with the 
sense of the other ; or the humble folk of the one wit^ the 
gentlefolk of the other, is ont of the qaestion, but can he 
abbreviated. Meredith read Hardy's first novel for Chapman 
and Hall and criticized ite want of plot ; then, after much 
good advice (which he did not follow himself, aceordingr to 
Mr. Hardy) so enconra^d the new novelist that Desperate 
Remedies was written and published. Hardy always looked 
up to the greats Reader, and when Meredith died ad- 
dressed a poem to G. M., 1828-1909. In it he said 

"Forty years back, when much had pla«e 
That Bitice has perished out of mind, 
I heard that voice, and saw that face. 

"He spoke as one afoot will wind 
A momiag horn ere men awake j 
His note was trenchant, smart, but kind. 

"He was of those whose words can shake 

And riddle to the very core 

The falsities that Time will break." . . . 

"So why laugh at themt" he seems to add. "Pity them; 
they are foreordered; the years dissolve them." But he 
checks himself and continues 

"Of late when we two met once more, 
The luminous connt^iance and rare 
Shone just as forty years before. 

"So that, when now all tongues declare 
He is unseen by his green hill, 
I scarce believe he sits not there. 

"No matter. Further and further still 
Throng the world's vaporous vitiate air 
His words wing on — as strong words will." 
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Unlike William Vaughn Moody in The Daguerreotype 
Hardr does not discuss himself while yet unborn; but he 
pities the unborn generally. He finds them 

"Driven forward like & rabble mat 
Into the world they had so desired 
By the aU-immanent WiU." 

He mngs himself and his mother cheerfully enough, how- 
ever, in The Rmnan Road. 

"The Roman Road nms straight and bare 
As the pale parting-IiDe in hair 
AeroBB the heath. And thooghtfnl men 
CoDtraat its days of Now and Then, 
And delve and measure and compare; 

"Visioning on the vacant air 
Helmed legionaries, who proadly rear 
The Ea^e, as they pace again 

The Roman Road. 

"But no tall braBB-helmed legionnaire 
Hannts it for me. Uprises there 
A mother's form upon my ken, 
Guiding my infant steps as when 

We wflJked that ancient thoroughfare, 

The Roman Road. 

"Hardy himself began to undergo life in 1840," a cri- 
tic has said wittily. He was bom near Dorchester, and 
still lives tiiere. "I shall keep a school as near to Egdon 
as possible, so as to be able to walk over and have a ni|^t- 
school in my mother's hoose," says Clym Teobright in The 
Return of the Native. Hardy has kept his school for many 
years by Kgdcm Heath and the nights and the days have 
grown steadily darker. His pupils — the peasant poor of 
Wessex — do not emigrate. They stay at hams enduring. 



jbyGoogIc 



Other Essays and Notes 

Oaly the brighter, hardier spirits go into eitdes, or c 
to America. For himself, Hard^ sends his vegrets in \ 
to An Invitation to the United States. He says, 

"Uy ardonra for high emprise lost 

Since life has bared its bones to me, 

I Bhrinh to seek a modem coast 

Whose riper times have yet to be; 

From that long drip of human tears 

Which people old in tragedy 

Have left npon the centuried years. 

For wonning in these ancient lands, 

Enchased and lettered as a tomb, 

And scored with prints of perished hands. 

And chronicled with dates of doom. 



Oive past exemplars present room, 
And their experience count aa mine." 

He receives visitors kindly, however, and one is pleased to 
learn from Professor Alden that England's great pessimist 
is eminently cheerful as a host. In this connection An 
Augvst Midnight discloses him welcoming callers hombler 
but wiser : 

"A shaded lamp and a vaving blind, 

And the beat of a clook from a distant floor: 

On this scene enter — winged, bowed and spined — 

A longlegs, a moth, and a dnmbledore; 
While 'mid my page there idly stands 
A sle^y fly, that robs its hajide. . . . 

"Thus meet we five in this still place, 
At this point of time, at this point in apace, 
— My guests parade my new-penned ink, 
Or bang at the lamp-^ass, whirl and sink. 
' God 'a hnmblest, they I ' I muse. Yet why I 
They know Earth-secrets that know not L" 

[1*1 
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hi In a Wood Hardy evideatly left the Town, the House 
and the gloomy Heath long enough to take Meredith 's ad- 
vice, "When in trouble, go out and talt to nature." He 
was do(Haed to disilluBionment. For when he got among 
the trees he found them shouldering and elbowing one an- 
other with all the envy and malice of men : 

"Since then no grace I find 

Taught me of trees 
Tom I back to my kind, 

Worthy as these. 
There at least smiles abound, 
There discourse trills around. 
There, now and then, are found 

lafe loyalties." 

Indeed, in his personal relations. Hardy seems an ex- 
ception to the rule of the genus irritabUe. ' ' Truth will be 
truth alw^s," he obseres in his To a Lady Offended by a 
Book of the Writer's; and bids her dreams of him and his 

"Yield their space to shine of smu^er things." 
But in general he is not called upon to chide persons, who 
are all creatures of Fate, or mourn material ill-fortune of 
his own. England has honored him with the Order of 
Merit, Dorchester has bestowed on him the Freedom of the 
Town and Cambridge and Aberdeen have conferred hon- 
orary degrees on him. The War has caused his Dynasts 
to be produced on the stage, for which, as a closet-drama, it 
was not intended. Hardy's quarrel is not with man, but 
with the Will and Nature. However, he wonders himself, 
at times, whether he ought to divulge all he knows. He 
asks in The Problem: 

' ' Shall ne conceal the case, or tell it — 

We who believe the evidence I 
Here and there the watch-towers knell it, 
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With a sullen significance. 
Heard of tbe few who hearken intently 

And carry an eagerly upstrained sense 
Hearts that are happiest hold not by it; 

Better we let, then, the old view renga; 
Since there is peace in it, why decry itf 

Since there is comfort, why disdain? 
Note not the pigment the while that the 
painting 
Determines humanity's joy and pain." 

Whatever the attitude of the three great Greek tragedi- 
ans may have been towards the gods — and how can we say 
finally, with so many of their plays lost t — Hardy has passed 
Euripides by and drawn two pagan conceptions for hi^ sad 
uses, one from Sophocles, the other from Aeschylus. In 
Sophocles he finds the idea of Fate, accepts it, deplores it, 
and preaches resignation to it. From Aeschylus he gets 
Promethean revolt, studies its workings in peasants and 
kings, moums its futility, and discloses its victims over- 
taken by destruction. 

"Neither Hardy nor Sophocles haa formulated a theory 
of causation," says Benjamin de Casserea." "A blind, om- 
nipotent, non-moral force sways the affairs of men." In 
For Conscience Sake (Life's Little Ironies) both Millbome 
and Antigone observe an honorable rite, only to obtain for 
themselves "the reward of dishonorable laxity." In The 
Dynasts, First Volume, Fifth Act, Fourth Scene, the Spirit 
of the Pities quotes the Trackiniae, 1266-72 ; where Sopho- 
cles, says Pity, dubbs the Will the gods, who cover men 
with moumfulneas, themselves with duuae. 

In Chapter I of The Woodtanders Hardy sets forth his 
theory that in sequestered spots "dramas of a grandeur and 
unity truly Sophodean are enacted in the real." His great- 

*'' "Tliomu H&rdr'i Women" < "BaokmMi," vol. IS). 
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er novels and the Dynasts are attempts to apply the priuoi- 
pies of Greek tragedy to humble life in Weasez and to the 
epic events of tiie Napoleonic wars. But it is only to the 
latter that they are fittingly and BucceBsfnlly adapted. 
Greek tragedy is exalted, a mattei: of gods and heroic men 
and women. The simple folk of Wessex are not Titanic, 
not alone because of hmuble birth, but from want of con- 
scious warring with Fate. Their misfortunes do not ctHue 
of their own ains and foUiea, or those of their families (fe 
race, but from the blind working of the Will. Teas, Jnde 
and Eustacia are not defiers of the gods. True, they are 
"above their station" and long for better things. To show 
that such aq)iration is folly, with the Will what it is, and to 
quench these soaring souls, gives content to Hardy's fatal- 
ism. If Hardy blamed men unmistakably for their own 
faults, for man's inhumanity to man, the misfortunes of 
his people would sadden and exalt. It is true tiiat he has 
assured William Archer" that his practical philosophy is 
meliorist; that his books are a plea against inhumanity 
to men, women and ftnimttla ; that men make life wonse than 
it need be; that they can get rid of a thousand ills; and 
that only by so doing, and by weighing results, may they 
know if good or evil predominates. But his writii^ do 
not make these purposes clear. And in the same breath 
with his meliorism, he quotes to Mr. Archer Sophocles ' ' ' not 
to have been bom is best." 

Classical, realistic and naturalistic as Hardy is in style, 
and architectonic in form, he is romantic in contrait and 
philosophy. "He does not become the life he deals with," 
says Mr. Abercrombie," "but compds it all to become him- 
self to fit in with a constant manner of intellectual judg- 

** "Rsal OonvOTMtiana. I, with Mr. Hardy" ("Otitic," vol. S8). 
'■ "Thomas Smij, A Orillcal Study." 
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ment." The stars draw him out of himself now and then 
and the mood recorded in his 0» a Fine Morning gives 
him a glimpse of a brighter and healthier mental state ; but 
Wessez and his broodings put hJTn back in his pristm of 
gloom again, whence issue his cries and lamentations. 

Hence the classical Sophocles, for instance, is not his 
ehief Greek afOnity, hut the romantic Aesehylus. In tragic 
moments, Aeschylean grandeur and revolt overturn Sophoc* 
lean grace and sabmisaion in him. The Return of the Na- 
tive and Jude the Oiscure ore a far cry from "the DaphtUs 
and Ckloe lyricism' ' of Under the Greenwood Tree; 
from the Shellyan Platonirau of Tke Well-Beloved; from the 
stoic resignation of Elizabeth-Jane in The Mayor of Caster- 
bridge. Meantime, as we have seen, his poetry has grown 
steadily in disillnBiou and despair. Having finally read an 
anthropomorphic God out of the Universe, for all the good 
he is to man, he has lately buried him.— reverently and re- 
gretfully, he admits — in Ood's Funeral. Yet surely the 
world is not siek to death over Fatalism. Disraeli shaped 
Destiny, and parodied Determinism in The Infernal Mar- 
riage- Mr. Wells in our own day admits the determinist's 
position, but adds, "I hestitate, I choose, just as though the 
thing were unknowable." He at least finds life endlessly 
interesting and profitable. Hardy is a greater artist, but 
his philosophy is not snfBeiently thou^t out; he does not 
escape Fate mystically into a spirit world, nor practically 
by throwing himself with unremitting zeal into this: the 
whole spectacle saddens him and disheartens him. Say 
what his admirers will, he has suffered from limitation of 
education, on the one hand, and from a sensitive withdrawal, 
on the other, from affairs and from the society of his peers. 

But we are not called upon to conclude pessimistically 
of the great pessimist. Many novel readers do not realize 
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that Hardy has a philosophy, and others "skip" It. And 
though his world is not inspiriting, it is "full of beauty, 
sympathy, delicate perception, tenderness and tolerance."*" 
And he leaves one of the great productions of our time, — 
The Dynasts. 

The Dynasts is shapeless, confuses the arts" and 
preaches determinism throughout ; but it transcends its 
philosophy and will endure as a work of genius. Its one 
hundred and thirty scenes present a panoramic view of tie 
Napoleonic wars; its confusion of epic and drama does not 
disturb the reader and its Fatalism coincides with Justice in 
the fall of Napoleon. Spirits hover over the whole — not 
Meredithian spirits of comedy, but spirits of Irony and 
Pity — and convey the philosophy of the piece dramati- 
cally, like a Greek chorus. In his Preface Hardy declines 
to draw on mythology for gods ' ' as sources or channels of 
Causation, ' ' thinking them out of place in the twentieth cen- 
tury because of "the wide prevalence of the monistic theory 
of the Universe. ' ' 

One wishes Hardy would turn away from his later 
poetry and begin an epic-drama of the present conflict. He 
has said in conversation and in verse that war is doomed. 
Why should he not take his part in destroying itt A great 
work of art like The DyTiasts, exposing the sins of nations, 
not the Unconsciousness of the "Will, would close his work 
in glory. 



■iew," Tol. 178, p. * 
'The New LiokaoD." p. 2B2. 
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